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War of the Unknown Warriors
Winston Churchill
July 14, 1940
During the last fortnight the British Navy, in addition to blockading what is left of
the German Fleet and chasing the Italian Fleet, has had imposed upon it the sad
duty of putting effectually out of action for the duration of the war the capital ships
of the French Navy.
These, under the Armistice terms, signed in the railway coach at Compiegne, would
have been placed within the power of Nazi Germany. The transference of these ships
to Hitler would have endangered the security of both Great Britain and the United
States. We therefore had no choice but to act as we did, and to act forthwith. Our
painful task is now complete. Although the unfinished battleship, the Jean Bart, still
rests in a Moroccan harbor and there are a number of French warships at Toulon
and in various French ports all over the world, these are not in a condition or of a
character to derange our preponderance of naval power. As long, therefore, as they
make no attempt to return to ports controlled by Germany or Italy, we shall not
molest them in any way. That melancholy phase in our relations with France has, so
far as we are concerned, come to an end.
And now it has come to us to stand alone in the breach, and face the worst that the
tyrant’s might and enmity can do. Bearing ourselves humbly before God, but
conscious that we serve an unfolding purpose, we are ready to defend our native
land against the invasion by which it is threatened. We are fighting by ourselves
alone; but we are not fighting for ourselves alone.
Here in this strong City of Refuge which enshrines the title-deeds of human
progress and is of deep consequence to Christian civilization; here, girt about by the
seas and oceans where the Navy reigns, shielded from above by the prowess and
devotion of our airmen, we await undismayed the impending assault. Perhaps it will
come tonight. Perhaps it will come next week. Perhaps it will never come. We must
show ourselves equally capable of meeting a sudden violent shock or – what is
perhaps a harder test – a prolonged vigil. But be the ordeal sharp or long, or both,
we shall seek no terms, we shall tolerate no parley; we may show mercy – we shall
ask none.
But here, in our Island, we are in good health and in good heart. We have seen how
Hitler prepared in scientific detail the plans for destroying the neighbor countries of
Germany. He had his plans for Poland and his plans for Norway. He had his plans
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for Denmark. He had his plans all worked out for the doom of the peaceful, trustful
Dutch; and, of course, for the Belgians. We have seen how the French were
undermined and overthrown. We may therefore be sure that there is a plan –
perhaps built up over years – for destroying Great Britain, which after all has the
honor to be his main and foremost enemy. All I can say is that any plan for invading
Britain which Hitler made two months ago must have had to be entirely recast in
order to meet our new position. Two months ago – nay, one month ago – our first
and main effort was to keep our best Army in France. All our regular troops, all our
output of munitions, and a very large part of our Air Force, had to be sent to France
and maintained in action there. But now we have it all at home. Never before in the
last war – or in this – have we had in this Island an Army comparable in quality,
equipment or numbers to that which stands here on guard tonight. We have a
million and a half men in the British Army under arms tonight, and every week of
June and July has seen their organization, their defenses and their striking power
advance by leaps and bounds. No praise is too high for the officers and men – aye,
and civilians – who have made this immense transformation in so short a time.
Behind these soldiers of the regular Army, as a means of destruction for
parachutists, air-borne invaders, and any traitors that may be found in our midst
(but I do not believe there are many – woe betide them, they will get short shrift) –
behind the regular Army we have more than a million of the Local Defense
Volunteers, or, as they are much better called, the “Home Guard”. These officers and
men, a large proportion of whom have been through the last war, have the strongest
desire to attack and come to close quarters with the enemy wherever he may appear.
Should the invader come to Britain, there will be no placid lying down of the people
in submission before him, as we have seen, alas, in other countries. We shall defend
every village, every town, and every city. The vast mass of London itself, fought
street by street, could easily devour an entire hostile army; and we would rather see
London laid in ruins and ashes than that it should be tamely and abjectly enslaved. I
am bound to state these facts, because it is necessary to inform our people of our
intentions, and thus to reassure them.
This has been a great week for the Royal Air Force, and for the Fighter Command.
They have shot down more than five to one of the German aircraft which have tried
to molest our convoys in the Channel, or have ventured to cross the British coast
line. These are, of course, only the preliminary encounters to the great air battles
which lie ahead. But I know of no reason why we should be discontented with the
results so far achieved; although, of course, we hope to improve upon them as the
fighting becomes more widespread and comes more inland. Around all lies the
power of the Royal Navy. With over a thousand armed ships under the White
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Ensign, patrolling the seas, the Navy, which is capable of transferring its force very
readily to the protection of any part of the British Empire which may be threatened,
is capable also of keeping open communication with the New World, from whom, as
the struggle deepens, increasing aid will come. Is it not remarkable that after ten
months of unlimited U-boat and air attack upon our commerce, our food reserves
are higher than they have ever been, and we have a substantially larger tonnage
under our own flag, apart from great numbers of foreign ships in our control, than
we had at the beginning of the war? Why do I dwell on all this? Not, surely, to
induce any slackening of effort or vigilance. On the contrary. These must be
redoubled, and we must prepare not only for the summer, but for the winter; not
only for 1941, but for 1942; when the war will, I trust, take a different form from the
defensive, in which it has hitherto been bound. I dwell on these elements in our
strength, on these resources which we have mobilized and control-I dwell on them
because it is right to show that the good cause can command the means of survival;
and that while we toil through the dark valley we can see the sunlight on the
uplands beyond.
I stand at the head of a Government representing all Parties in the State-all creeds,
all classes, every recognizable section of opinion. We are ranged beneath the Crown
of our ancient monarchy. We are supported by a free Parliament and a free Press;
but there is one bond which unites us all and sustains us in the public regard-namely
(as is increasingly becoming known), that we are prepared to proceed to all
extremities, to endure them and to enforce them; that is our bond of union in His
Majesty’s Government tonight. Thus only, in times like these, can nations preserve
their freedom; and thus only can they uphold the cause entrusted to their care.
But all depends now upon the whole life-strength of the British race in every part of
the world and of all our associated peoples and of all our well-wishers in every land,
doing their utmost night and day, giving all, daring all, enduring all – to the utmost,
to the end. This is no war of chieftains or of princes, of dynasties or national
ambition; it is a war of peoples and of causes. There are vast numbers, not only in
this Island but in every land, who will render faithful service in this war, but whose
names will never be known, whose deeds will never be recorded. This is a War of
the Unknown Warriors; but let all strive without failing in faith or in duty, and the
dark curse of Hitler will be lifted from our age.
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On the Battle of England
Winston Churchill
August 20, 1940

The great air battle which has been in progress over this Island for the last few
weeks has recently attained a high intensity. It is too soon to attempt to assign
limits either to its scale or to its duration. We must certainly expect that greater
efforts will be made by the enemy than any he has so far put forth. Hostile air fields
are still being developed in France and the Low Countries, and the movement of
squadrons and material for attacking us is still proceeding. It is quite plain that Herr
Hitler could not admit defeat in his air attack on Great Britain without sustaining
most serious injury. If after all his boastings and bloodcurdling threats and lurid
accounts trumpeted round the world of the damage he has inflicted, of the vast
numbers of our Air Force he has shot down, so he says, with so little loss to himself;
if after tales of the panic-stricken British crushed in their holes cursing the
plutocratic Parliament which has led them to such a plight-if after all this his whole
air onslaught were forced after a while tamely to peter out, the Fuhrer’s reputation
for veracity of statement might be seriously impugned. We may be sure, therefore,
that he will continue as long as he has the strength to do so, and as long as any
preoccupations he may have in respect of the Russian Air Force allow him to do so.
On the other hand, the conditions and course of the fighting have so far been
favorable to us. I told the House two months ago that, whereas in France our fighter
aircraft were wont to inflict a loss of two or three to one upon the Germans, and in
the fighting at Dunkirk, which was a kind of no-man’s-land, a loss of about three or
four to one, we expected that in an attack on this Island we should achieve a larger
ratio. This has certainly come true. It must also be remembered that all the enemy
machines and pilots which are shot down over our Island, or over the seas which
surround it, are either destroyed or captured; whereas a considerable proportion of
our machines, and also of our pilots, are saved, and soon again in many cases come
into action.
A vast and admirable system of salvage, directed by the Ministry of Aircraft
Production, ensures the speediest return to the fighting line of damaged machines,
and the most provident and speedy use of all the spare parts and material. At the
same time the splendid-nay, astounding-increase in the output and repair of British
aircraft and engines which Lord Beaverbrook has achieved by a genius of
organization and drive, which looks like magic, has given us overflowing reserves of
5
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every type of aircraft, and an ever-mounting stream of production both in quantity
and quality. The enemy is, of course, far more numerous than we are. But our new
production already, as I am advised, largely exceeds his, and the American
production is only just beginning to flow in. It is a fact, as I see from my daily
returns, that our bomber and fighter strength now, after all this fighting, are larger
than they have ever been. We believe that we shall be able to continue the air
struggle indefinitely and as long as the enemy pleases, and the longer it continues
the more rapid will be our approach, first towards that parity, and then into that
superiority, in the air upon which in a large measure the decision of the war
depends.
The gratitude of every home in our Island, in our Empire, and indeed throughout
the world, except in the abodes of the guilty, goes out to the British airmen who,
undaunted by odds, unwearied in their constant challenge and mortal danger, are
turning the tide of the World War by their prowess and by their devotion. Never in
the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.
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Announcement of the Bombing of London
Hermann Goering on RRG
September 07, 1940
Ich benutze die Gelegenheit, heute einige Worte ins Radio zu sagen, da es sich um
einen historischen Augenblick handelt. Nach all den herausfordernden Angriffen der
Engländer in den letzten Nächten auf Berlin hat der Führer sich entschlossen, einen
gewaltigen Vergeltungsschlag gegen die Hauptstadt des britischen Reiches zu
befehlen. Ich habe persönlich die Leitung des Angriffs übernommen und habe in
diesen Abendstunden über mir draußen die sieggewohnten deutschen Geschwader
gehört, die den Feinden zum ersten Mal nun am hellen Tage mitten ins Herz
hineinstießen. Begleitet von zahlreichen Jagd- und Zerstörer- Geschwadern wurde
der Feind, wie es zu erwarten war, beseitigt, das Ziel erreicht, und ich bin
überzeugt, dass die Erfolge dem Angriffsplan und Angriffsgeist entsprechend
gewesen sein werden. Auf jeden Fall ist es die historische Stunde, in welcher zum
ersten Mal die deutsche Luftwaffe in das Herz des Feindes hineingeschlagen hat.
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On the Signature of the Tripartite Pact
Joachim Von Ribbentrop
October 06, 1940
Der Dreimächtepakt, den ich soeben im Auftrage des Führers mit den
Bevollmächtigten Italiens und Japans unterzeichnet habe, ist die feierliche
Proklamierung des Zusammenschlusses Deutschlands, Italiens und Japans zu einem
Block höchster gemeinsamer Interessenvertretung inmitten einer sich
neugestaltenden Welt.
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Speech from the Movie “The Great Dictator”
Charlie Chaplin
October 15, 1940
I’m sorry, but I don’t want to be an Emperor – that’s not my business. I don’t want
to rule or conquer anyone. I should like to help everyone, if possible – Jew, gentile,
black man, white. We all want to help one another; human beings are like that. We
want to live by each other’s happiness, not by each other’s misery. We don’t want to
hate and despise one another. In this world there’s room for everyone and the good
earth is rich and can provide for everyone.
The way of life can be free and beautiful. But we have lost the way.
Greed has poisoned men’s souls, has barricaded the world with hate, has goosestepped us into misery and bloodshed. We have developed speed but we have shut
ourselves in. Machinery that gives abundance has left us in want. Our knowledge
has made us cynical, our cleverness hard and unkind. We think too much and feel
too little. More than machinery, we need humanity. More than cleverness, we need
kindness and gentleness. Without these qualities, life will be violent and all will be
lost.
The airplane and the radio have brought us closer together. The very nature of
these inventions cries out for the goodness in men, cries out for universal
brotherhood for the unity of us all. Even now my voice is reaching millions
throughout the world, millions of despairing men, women, and little children,
victims of a system that makes men torture and imprison innocent people.
To those who can hear me I say: “do not despair”. The misery that is now upon us is
but the passing of greed, the bitterness of men who fear the way of human progress.
The hate of men will pass and dictators die; and the power they took from the
people will return to the people and so long as men die, liberty will never perish.
Soldiers: Don’t give yourselves to brutes, men who despise you, enslave you, who
regiment your lives, tell you what to do, what to think and what to feel; who drill
you, diet you, treat you like cattle, use you as cannon fodder. Don’t give yourselves
to these unnatural men, machine men, with machine minds and machine hearts! You
are not machines! You are not cattle! You are men! You have the love of humanity in
your hearts. You don’t hate; only the unloved hate, the unloved and the unnatural.
9

www.wartimespeeches.net

section 05 - the Battle of England

Soldiers: Don’t fight for slavery! Fight for liberty! In the seventeenth chapter of
Saint Luke it is written: “the kingdom of God is within man” – not one man, nor a
group of men, but in all men, in you, you the people have the power, the power to
create machines, the power to create happiness. You the people have the power to
make this life free and beautiful, to make this life a wonderful adventure.
Then, in the name of democracy, let us use that power! Let us all unite! Let us fight
for a new world, a decent world that will give men a chance to work, that will give
you the future and old age a security. By the promise of these things, brutes have
risen to power, but they lie! They do not fulfill their promise; they never will.
Dictators free themselves, but they enslave the people! Now, let us fight to fulfill
that promise!! Let us fight to free the world, to do away with national barriers, to do
away with greed, with hate and intolerance. Let us fight for a world of reason, a
world where science and progress will lead to all men’s happiness.
Hannah, can you hear me? Wherever you are, look up, Hannah. The clouds are
lifting. The sun is breaking through. We are coming out of the darkness into the
light. We are coming into a new world, a kindlier world, where men will rise above
their hate, their greed and brutality.
Look up, Hannah. The soul of man has been given wings, and at last he is beginning
to fly. He is flying into the rainbow – into the light of hope, into the future, the
glorious future that belongs to you, to me, and to all of us. Look up, Hannah. Look
up.
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Address to French People
Philippe Pétain
October 30, 1940

Français! J’ai rencontré, jeudi dernier, le chancelier du Reich.
Cette rencontre a suscité des espérances et provoqué des inquiétudes.
Je vous dois à ce sujet quelques explications.
Une telle entrevue n’a été possible, quatre mois après la défaite de nos armes, que
grâce a la dignité des Français devant l’épreuve, grâce à l’immense effort de
régénération auquel ils se sont prêtés, grâce aussi à l’héroïsme de nos marins, à
l’énergie de nos chefs coloniaux, au loyalisme de nos populations indigènes. La
France s’est ressaisie. Cette première rencontre entre le vainqueur et le vaincu
marque le premier redressement de notre pays.
C’est librement que je me suis rendu à l’invitation du Führer. Je n’ai subi, de sa part,
aucun diktat, aucune pression.
Une collaboration a été envisagée entre nos deux pays. J’en ai accepté le principe.
Les modalités en seront discutées ultérieurement.
A tous ceux qui attendent aujourd’hui le salut de la France, je tiens à dire que ce
salut est d’abord entre nos mains.
À tous ceux que de nobles scrupules tiendraient éloignés de notre pensée, je tiens à
dire que le premier devoir de tous les Français est d’avoir confiance.
C’est dans l’honneur et pour maintenir l’unité française - une unité de dix siècles dans le cadre d’une activité constructive du nouvel ordre européen que j’entre,
aujourd’hui, dans la voie de la collaboration.
Ainsi, dans un avenir prochain, pourrait être allégé le poids des souffrances de notre
pays, amélioré le sort de nos prisonniers, atténuée la charge des frais d’occupation.
Ainsi pourraient être assouplie la ligne de démarcation et facilités l’administration et
le ravitaillement du territoire.
Cette collaboration doit être sincère. Elle doit être exclusive de toute pensée
d’agression. Elle doit comporter un effort patient et confiant.
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L’armistice, au demeurant, n’est pas la paix. La France est tenue par des obligations
nombreuses vis-à-vis du vainqueur. Du moins reste-t-elle souveraine. Cette
souveraineté lui impose de défendre son sol, d’éteindre les divergences de l’opinion,
de réduire les dissidences de ses colonies.
Cette politique est la mienne. Les ministres ne sont responsables que devant moi.
C’est moi seul que l’Histoire jugera.
Je vous ai tenu jusqu’ici le langage d’un père. Je vous tiens aujourd’hui le langage du
chef.
Suivez-moi. Gardez confiance en la France éternelle.
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Italy Declares War on Greece
Benito Mussolini
November 18, 1940
Camerati,
voi comprendete che non a caso ho scelto questa giornata per convocare a Roma le
gerarchie provinciali del Partito. È una giornata di vittoria per l’Italia Fascista,
intatta per la coalizione societaria dei 52 stati assedianti.
Il 18 novembre del 1935 appare come una data decisiva nella storia d’Europa. È
l’ultimo tentativo d’assalto in grande stile sferrato dal vecchio mondo, rappresentato
nei suoi egoismi feroci e nelle sue ideologie superate dalla Società delle Nazioni,
contro le nuove forze europee giovani e rivoluzionarie rappresentate dall’Italia e
dalla Germania. Da quel giorno ha inizio la separazione, l’antitesi, la lotta che
doveva, dopo i compromessi di Monaco accettati dalle democrazie al solo scopo di
guadagnare tempo, sboccare nella guerra dichiarata dalla Francia e dalla Gran
Bretagna contro la Germania.
Non bisogna mai dimenticare che l’iniziativa della guerra è partita da Londra,
seguita con un intervallo di poche ore da Parigi.
Dal 10 giugno ad oggi sono passati oltre 5 mesi di guerra seriamente guerreggiata
su fronti lontani e multipli per terra, per mare, nel cielo in Europa e in Africa. Io
rivolgo un saluto pieno di ammirazione agli Italiani che hanno in questo momento il
privilegio di impugnare le armi. L’Esercito sul fronte alpino e su quello africano ha
dimostrato che la sua tempra è quale noi volevamo.
La disfatta degli inglesi nella Somalia Britannica è stata totale. Come a Dunkerque
così a Berbera gli inglesi sono fuggiti e si sono vendicati rimproverandoci di aver
commesso battendoli un irreparabile errore strategico. Le Forze Armate dell’Impero
africano, Impero che nelle previsioni nemiche doveva saltare, hanno preso dovunque
l’iniziativa e i tentativi inglesi di sobillazione all’interno sono pietosamente falliti.
Anche nella Libia siamo stati noi ad attaccare e la fulminea occupazione di Sidi El
Barrani dev’essere considerata non una conclusione ma una premessa. Gli ufficiali e
gli equipaggi della Marina compiono silenziosamente e spesso eroicamente il loro
dovere sui molti mari ed oceani, dall’Indiano all’Atlantico, dove sono impegnati. Essi
obbediscono a una severa consegna e duri colpi sono stati inflitti alla marina nemica.
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E’ la Marina che tutela le nostre linee di comunicazione mediterranee ed adriatiche
in modo così efficace che la marina nemica non è riuscita ad interromperle e
nemmeno a disturbarle.
L’Aviazione italiana è sempre e più di sempre all’altezza del suo compito. Essa ha
dominato e domina i cieli, i suoi bombardamenti attingono alle mete più lontane, i
suoi cacciatori rendono la vita più dura alla caccia nemica. Gli uomini sono
veramente quelli del nostro tempo. La loro caratteristica è una calma intrepidità.
Quanto alle macchine ne escono al mese dalle nostre officine 4 volte più che prima
della guerra. Tra poco, con la costruzione in massa dei nuovi tipi, saremo forse
all’avanguardia, certamente alla pari, con le macchine più moderne degli altri paesi.
Dopo un lungo pazientare abbiamo strappato la maschera ad un paese garantito
dalla Gran Bretagna, un subdolo nemico: la Grecia. E’ un conto che attendeva di
essere saldato. C’è qualcuno fra di voi Camerati che ricorda l’inedito discorso di
Eboli pronunciato nel luglio del 1935 prima della guerra etiopica? Dissi che
avremmo spezzato le reni al Negus. Ora, con la stessa certezza assoluta, ripeto
assoluta, vi dico che spezzeremo le reni alla Grecia!
Fra Germanici e Italiani siamo un blocco di 150 milioni di uomini, risoluti e
compatti e piantati dalla Norvegia alla Libia nel cuore dell’Europa. Questo blocco ha
già nel pugno la vittoria.
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Broadcast to the Italian People
Winston Churchill
December 23, 1940
Tonight I speak to the Italian people and I speak to you from London, the heart of
the British islands and of the British Commonwealth and Empire. I speak to you in
what the diplomatists call “words of great truth and respect”.
We are at war. That is a very strange, and terrible thought. Whoever imagined
until the last few melancholy years that the British and Italian nations would be
trying to destroy one another? We have always been such friends.
We were the champions of the Italian Risorgimento. We were the partisans of
Garibaldi. We were the admirers of Mazzini and Cavour - all that great movement
toward the unity of the Italian nation which lighted the nineteenth century was
aided and was hailed by the British Parliament and British public.
Our fathers, and our grandfathers longed to see Italy freed from the Austrian yoke
and to see all minor barriers in Italy swept away so that the Italian people and their
fair land might take an honored place as one of the leading powers upon the
Continent and as a brilliant and gifted member of the family of Europe and of
Christendom.
We have never been your foes till now. In the last war against the barbarous Huns
we were your comrades. For fifteen years after that war, we were your friends.
Although the institutions which you adopted after that war were not akin to ours
and diverged, as we think, from the sovereign impulses which had commanded the
unity of Italy, we could still walk together in peace and good-will. Many thousands
of your people dwelt with ours in England; many of our people dwelt with you in
Italy.
We liked each other. We got on well together. There were reciprocal services, there
was amity, there was esteem. And now we are at war - now we are condemned to
work each other’s ruin.
Your aviators have tried to cast their bombs upon London. Our armies are tearing and will tear - your African empire to shreds and tatters. We are now only at the
beginning of this somber tale. Who can say where it will end? Presently, we shall be
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forced to come to much closer grips. How has all this come about, and what is it all
for?
Italians, I will tell you the truth.
It is all because of one man - one man and one man alone has ranged the Italian
people in deadly struggle against the British Empire and has deprived Italy of the
sympathy and intimacy of the United States of America.
That he is a great man I do not deny. But that after eighteen years of unbridled
power he has led your country to the horrid verge of ruin - that can be denied by
none.
It is all one man - one man, who, against the crown and royal family of Italy, against
the Pope and all the authority of the Vatican and of the Roman Catholic Church,
against the wishes of the Italian people who had no lust for this war; one man has
arrayed the trustees and inheritors of ancient Rome upon the side of the ferocious
pagan barbarians.
There lies the tragedy of Italian history and there stands the criminal who has
wrought the deed of folly and of shame.
What is the defense that is put forward for his action? It is, of course, the quarrel
about sanctions and Abyssinia. Let us look at that.
Together after the last war Italy and Britain both signed the covenant of the League
of Nations, which forbade all parties to that covenant to make war upon each other
or upon fellow-members of the League, and bound all signatories to come to the aid
of any member attacked by another.
Presently Abyssinia came knocking at the door, asking to be a member. We British
advised against it. We doubted whether they had reached a stage in their
development which warranted their inclusion in so solemn a pact. But it was Signor
Mussolini who insisted that Abyssinia should become a member of the League and
who, therefore, bound himself and bound you and us to respect their covenanted
rights.
Thus the quarrel arose; it was out of this that it sprang. And thus, although no
blood was shed between us, old friendships were forgotten.
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But what is the proportion of this Abyssinian dispute arising out of the covenant of
the League of Nations, to which we had both pledged our word; what is it in
proportion compared to the death grapple in which Italy and Britain have now been
engaged?
I declare - and my words will go far - that nothing that has happened in that
Abyssinian quarrel can account for or justify the deadly strife which has now broken
out between us.
Time passed. Then the great war between the British and French democracies and
Prussian militarism or Nazi overlordship began again.
Where was the need for Italy to intervene? Where was the need to strike at
prostrate France? Where was the need to declare war on Britain? Where was the
need to invade Egypt, which is under British protection?
We were content with Italian neutrality. During the first eight months of the war
we paid great deference to Italian interests. But all this was put down to fear. We
were told we were effete, worn out, an old chatterbox people mouthing outworn
shibboleths of nineteenth-century liberalism.
But it was not due to fear. It was not due to weakness. The French Republic for the
moment is stunned. France will rise again. But the British nation and
Commonwealth of Nations across the globe, and indeed I may say the Englishspeaking world, are now aroused. They are on the march or on the move. All the
forces of modern progress and of ancient culture are ranged behind them.
Why have you placed yourselves, you who were our friends and might have been
our brothers, why have you placed yourselves in the path of this avalanche, now
only just started from its base to roll forward on its pre-destined track? Why, after
all this, were you made to attack and invade Greece? I ask why, but you may ask
why, too, because you were never consulted. The people of Italy were never
consulted. The Army of Italy was never consulted. No one was consulted.
One man, and one man alone, ordered Italian soldiers to ravage their neighbor’s
vineyard.
Surely the time has come when the Italian monarchy and people, who guard the
sacred center of Christendom, should have a word to say upon these awe-inspiring
issues. Surely the Italian Army, which has fought so bravely on many occasions in
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the past but now evidently has no heart for the job, should take some care of the life
and future of Italy.
I can only tell you that I, Churchill, have done my best to prevent this war between
Italy and the British Empire, and to prove my words I will read you the message
which I sent to Signor Mussolini in the fateful days before it began. Cast your minds
back to the 16th of May of this year, 1940. The French front had been broken; the
French Army was not yet defeated; the great battle in France was still raging. Here
is the message which I sent to Signor Mussolini:
“Now that I have taken up my office as Prime Minister and Minister of Defense, I
look back to our meetings in Rome and feel a desire to speak words of good will to
you, as chief of the Italian nation, across what seems to be a swiftly widening gulf. Is
it too late to stop a river of blood from flowing between the British and Italian
peoples?
We can, no doubt, inflict grievous injuries upon one another and maul each other
cruelly and darken the Mediterranean with our strife. If you so decree, it must be so.
But I declare that I have never been the enemy of Italian greatness, nor ever at heart
the foe of the Italian lawgiver. It is idle to predict the course of the great battles now
raging in Europe. But I am sure that whatever may happen on the continent,
England will go on to the end, even quite alone, as we have done before; and I
believe, with some assurance, that we shall be aided in increasing measure by the
United States and, indeed, by all the Americas.
I beg of you to believe that it is in no spirit of weakness or of fear that I make this
solemn appeal, which will remain on record. Down the ages, above all other calls,
comes the cry that the joint heirs of Latin and Christian civilization must not be
ranged against one another in mortal strife. Hearken to it, I beseech you in all honor
and respect, before the dread signal is given. It will never be given by us.”
That is what I wrote upon May 16. And this is the reply which I received from
Signor Mussolini upon May 18:
“I reply to the message which you have sent me in order to tell you that you are
certainly aware of grave reasons of a historical and contingent character which
ranged our two countries in opposite camps.
Without going back very far in time, I remind you of the initiative taken in 1935 by
your government to organize at Geneva sanctions against Italy, engaged in
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securing for herself a small space in the African sun without causing the slightest
injury to your interests and territories or those of others. I remind you also of the
real and actual state of servitude in which Italy finds herself in her own sea. If it was
to honor your signature that your government declared war on Germany, you will
understand that the same sense of honor and of respect for engagements assumed in
the Italian - German treaty guides Italian policy today and tomorrow in the face of
any event whatsoever.”
That was the answer; I make no comment upon it. It was a dusty answer; it speaks
for itself. Anyone can see who it was that wanted peace and who it was that meant
to have war.
One man and one man only was resolved to plunge Italy, after all these years of
strain and effort, into the whirlpool of war.
And what is the position of Italy today? Where is it that the Duce has led his
trusting people after eighteen years of dictatorial power? What hard choice is open
to them now?
It is to stand up to the battery of the whole British Empire on sea, in the air and in
Africa, and to the vigorous counter-attack of the Greek nation. Or, on the other
hand, to call in Attila over the Brenner Pass with his hordes of ravenous soldiery
and his gangs of Gestapo policemen to occupy, to hold down and to protect the
Italian people, for whom he and his Nazi followers cherish the most bitter and
outspoken contempt that is on record between races.
There is where one man, and one man only, has led you. And there I leave this
unfolding story until the day comes - as come it will - when the Italian nation will
once more take a hand in shaping its own fortunes.
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The Arsenal of Democracy
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
December 29, 1940

December 29, 1940 – the White House, Washington D.C. Now from the Diplomatic
Reception Room the President of the United States delivers the Fireside Chat on
National Defense which has been awaited with such interest by the Nation and by
the world.
Radios in Iowa and in Hawaii, radios in Oregon and Wake Island, radios throughout
the United States and its possessions, radios in the Western Hemisphere from
Canada to the Argentine, are turned on tonight so that the peoples of North and
South America can hear president Roosevelt as he crystallizes the Defense Program
of the United States.
The interest in the President’s Fireside Chat is more than hemispheric: Columbia’s
correspondents in Great Britain, Germany and Japan reported tonight that those
nations too will be listening for this address. So, for Europe, CBS shortwave stations
will rely translations or summaries in six languages.
And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, the President of the United States.
…
My friends,
this is not fireside chat on war. It is a talk on national security, because the nub of
the whole purpose of your President is to keep you now, and your children later, and
your grandchildren much later, out of a last-ditch war for the preservation of
American independence and all of the things that American independence means to
you and to me and to ours.
Tonight, in the presence of a world crisis, my mind goes back eight years to a night
in the midst of a domestic crisis. It was a time when the wheels of American
industry were grinding to a full stop, when the whole banking system of our
country had ceased to function.
I well remember that while I sat in my study in the White House, preparing to talk
with the people of the United States, I had before my eyes the picture of all those
Americans with whom I was talking. I saw the workmen in the mills, the mines, the
factories; the girl behind the counter; the small shopkeeper; the farmer doing his
spring plowing; the widows and the old men wondering about their life’s savings.
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I tried to convey to the great mass of American people what the banking crisis
meant to them in their daily lives.
Tonight, I want to do the same thing, with the same people, in this new crisis which
faces America.
We met the issue of 1933 with courage and realism. We face this new crisis – this
new threat to the security of our nation – with the same courage and realism.
Never before, since Jamestown and Plymouth Rock, has our American civilization
been in such danger as now. For, on September 27, 1940 – this year – by an
agreement signed in Berlin three powerful nations, two in Europe and one in Asia,
joined themselves together in the threat that if the United States of America
interfered with or blocked the expansion program of these three nations – a
program aimed at world control – they would unite in ultimate action against the
United States.
The Nazi masters of Germany have made it clear that they intend not only to
dominate all life and thought in their own country, but also to enslave the whole of
Europe, and then to use the resources of Europe to dominate the rest of the world.
It was only three weeks ago their leader stated this: “There are two worlds that
stand opposed to each other”. And then in defiant reply to his opponents, he said
this: “Others are correct when they say: with this world we cannot ever reconcile
ourselves ... I can beat any other power in the world.” So said the leader of the Nazis.
In other words, the Axis not merely admits but the Axis proclaims that there can be
no ultimate peace between their philosophy of government and our philosophy of
government.
In view of the nature of this undeniable threat, it can be asserted, properly and
categorically, that the United States has no right or reason to encourage talk of
peace, until the day shall come when there is a clear intention on the part of the
aggressor nations to abandon all thought of dominating or conquering the world.
At this moment, the forces of the states that are leagued against all peoples who live
in freedom are being held away from our shores. The Germans and the Italians are
being blocked on the other side of the Atlantic by the British, and by the Greeks,
and by thousands of soldiers and sailors who were able to escape from subjugated
countries. In Asia the Japanese are being engaged by the Chinese nation in another
great defense.
In the Pacific Ocean is our fleet.
21

www.wartimespeeches.net

section 05 - the Battle of England

Some of our people like to believe that wars in Europe and in Asia are of no concern
to us. But it is a matter of most vital concern to us that European and Asiatic warmakers should not gain control of the oceans which lead to this hemisphere.
One hundred and seventeen years ago the Monroe Doctrine was conceived by our
Government as a measure of defense in the face of a threat against this hemisphere
by an alliance in Continental Europe. Thereafter, we stood guard in the Atlantic,
with the British as neighbors. There was no treaty. There was no “unwritten
agreement”.
And yet, there was the feeling, proven correct by history, that we as neighbors could
settle any disputes in peaceful fashion. And the fact is that during the whole of this
time the Western Hemisphere has remained free from aggression from Europe or
from Asia.
Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear attack anywhere in the Americas
while a free Britain remains our most powerful naval neighbor in the Atlantic? And
does anyone seriously believe, on the other hand, that we could rest easy if the Axis
powers were our neighbors there?
If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will control the continents of Europe,
Asia, Africa, Australasia, and the high seas – and they will be in a position to bring
enormous military and naval resources against this hemisphere. It is no
exaggeration to say that all of us, in all the Americas, would be living at the point of
a gun – a gun loaded with explosive bullets, economic as well as military.
We should enter upon a new and terrible era in which the whole world, our
hemisphere included, would be run by threats of brute force. And to survive in such
a world, we would have to convert ourselves permanently into a militaristic power
on the basis of war economy.
Some of us like to believe that even if Britain falls, we are still safe, because of the
broad expanse of the Atlantic and of the Pacific.
But the width of those oceans is not what it was in the days of clipper ships. At one
point between Africa and Brazil the distance is less from Washington than it is from
Washington to Denver, Colorado – five hours for the latest type of bomber. And at
the North end of the Pacific Ocean America and Asia almost touch each other.
Why, even today we have planes that could fly from the British Isles to New
England and back again without refueling. And remember that the range of the
modern bomber is ever being increased.
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During the past week many people in all parts of the nation have told me what they
wanted me to say tonight. Almost all of them expressed a courageous desire to hear
the plain truth about the gravity of the situation. One telegram, however, expressed
the attitude of the small minority who want to see no evil and hear no evil, even
though they know in their hearts that evil exists. That telegram begged me not to
tell again of the ease with which our American cities could be bombed by any hostile
power which had gained bases in this Western Hemisphere. The gist of that
telegram was: “Please, Mr. President, don’t frighten us by telling us the facts”.
Frankly and definitely there is danger ahead – danger against which we must
prepare. But we well know that we cannot escape danger, or the fear of danger, by
crawling into bed and pulling the covers over our heads.
Some nations of Europe were bound by solemn non-intervention pacts with
Germany. Other nations were assured by Germany that they need never fear
invasion. Non-intervention pact or not, the fact remains that they were attacked,
overrun, thrown into modern slavery at an hour’s notice, or even without any notice
at all. As an exiled leader of one of these nations said to me the other day: “The
notice was a minus quantity. It was given to my Government two hours after
German troops had poured into my country in a hundred places”.
The fate of these nations tells us what it means to live at the point of a Nazi gun.
The Nazis have justified such actions by various pious frauds. One of these frauds is
the claim that they are occupying a nation for the purpose of “restoring order”.
Another is that they are occupying or controlling a nation on the excuse that they
are “protecting it” against the aggression of somebody else.
For example, Germany has said that she was occupying Belgium to save the
Belgians from the British. Would she then hesitate to say to any South American
country: “We are occupying you to protect you from aggression by the United
States”?
Belgium today is being used as an invasion base against Britain, now fighting for its
life. And any South American country, in Nazi hands, would always constitute a
jumping-off place for German attack on any one of the other republics of this
hemisphere.
Analyze for yourselves the future of two other places even nearer to Germany if the
Nazis won. Could Ireland hold out? Would Irish freedom be permitted as an
amazing pet exception in an un-free world? Or the Islands of the Azores which still
fly the flag of Portugal after five centuries? You and I think of Hawaii as an outpost
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of defense in the Pacific. And yet, the Azores are closer to our shores in the Atlantic
than Hawaii is on the other side.
There are those who say that the Axis powers would never have any desire to attack
the Western Hemisphere. That is the same dangerous form of wishful thinking
which has destroyed the powers of resistance of so many conquered peoples. The
plain facts are that the Nazis have proclaimed, time and again, that all other races
are their inferiors and therefore subject to their orders. And most important of all,
the vast resources and wealth of this American Hemisphere constitute the most
tempting loot in all of the round world.
Let us no longer blind ourselves to the undeniable fact that the evil forces which
have crushed and undermined and corrupted so many others are already within our
own gates. Your Government knows much about them and every day is ferreting
them out.
Their secret emissaries are active in our own and in neighboring countries. They
seek to stir up suspicion and dissension to cause internal strife. They try to turn
capital against labor, and vice versa. They try to reawaken long slumbering racial
and religious enmities which should have no place in this country. They are active in
every group that promotes intolerance. They exploit for their own ends our own
natural abhorrence of war. These trouble-breeders have but one purpose. It is to
divide our people, to divide them into hostile groups and to destroy our unity and
shatter our will to defend ourselves.
There are also American citizens, many of them in high places, who, unwittingly in
most cases, are aiding and abetting the work of these agents. I do not charge these
American citizens with being foreign agents. But I do charge them with doing
exactly the kind of work that the dictators want done in the United States.
These people not only believe that we can save our own skins by shutting our eyes
to the fate of other nations. Some of them go much further than that. They say that
we can and should become the friends and even the partners of the Axis powers.
Some of them even suggest that we should imitate the methods of the dictatorships.
But Americans never can and never will do that.
The experience of the past two years has proven beyond doubt that no nation can
appease the Nazis. No man can tame a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There can
be no appeasement with ruthlessness. There can be no reasoning with an incendiary
bomb. We know now that a nation can have peace with the Nazis only at the price of
total surrender. Even the people of Italy have been forced to become accomplices of
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the Nazis, but at this moment they do not know how soon they will be embraced to
death by their allies.
The American appeasers ignore the warning to be found in the fate of Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark and France.
They tell you that the Axis powers are going to win anyway; that all of this
bloodshed in the world could be saved, that the United States might just as well
throw its influence into the scale of a dictated peace, and get the best out of it that
we can.
They call it a “negotiated peace”. Nonsense! Is it a negotiated peace if a gang of
outlaws surrounds your community and on threat of extermination makes you pay
tribute to save your own skins?
Such a dictated peace would be no peace at all. It would be only another armistice,
leading to the most gigantic armament race and the most devastating trade wars in
all history. And in these contests the Americas would offer the only real resistance
to the Axis powers.
With all their vaunted efficiency, with all their parade of pious purpose in this war,
there are still in their background the concentration camp and the servants of God
in chains.
The history of recent years proves that the shootings and the chains and the
concentration camps are not simply the transient tools but the very altars of modern
dictatorships. They may talk of a “new order” in the world, but what they have in
mind is only a revival of the oldest and the worst tyranny. In that there is no liberty,
no religion, no hope.
The proposed “new order” is the very opposite of a United States of Europe or a
United States of Asia. It is not a government based upon the consent of the
governed. It is not a union of ordinary, self-respecting men and women to protect
themselves and their freedom and their dignity from oppression. It is an unholy
alliance of power and pelf to dominate and to enslave the human race.
The British people and their allies today are conducting an active war against this
unholy alliance. Our own future security is greatly dependent on the outcome of
that fight.
Our ability to “keep out of war” is going to be affected by that outcome. Thinking in
terms of today and tomorrow, I make the direct statement to the American people
that there is far less chance of the United States getting into war if we do all we can
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now to support the nations defending themselves against attack by the Axis than if
we acquiesce in their defeat, submit tamely to an Axis victory, and wait our turn to
be the object of attack in another war later on.
If we are to be completely honest with ourselves, we must admit that there is risk in
any course we may take. But I deeply believe that the great majority of our people
agree that the course that I advocate involves the least risk now and the greatest
hope for world peace in the future.
The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not ask us to do their
fighting. They ask us for the implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the
freighters which will enable them to fight for their liberty and for our security.
Emphatically we must get these weapons to them, get them to them in sufficient
volume and quickly enough, so that we and our children will be saved the agony and
suffering of war which others have had to endure.
Let not the defeatists tell us that it is too late. It will never be earlier. Tomorrow
will be later than today. Certain facts are self-evident.
In a military sense Great Britain and the British Empire are today the spearhead of
resistance to world conquest. And they are putting up a fight which will live forever
in the story of human gallantry.
There is no demand for sending an American Expeditionary Force outside our own
borders. There is no intention by any member of your Government to send such a
force. You can, therefore, nail – nail any talk about sending armies to Europe as
deliberate untruth.
Our national policy is not directed toward war. Its sole purpose is to keep war away
from our country and away from our people.
Democracy’s fight against world conquest is being greatly aided, and must be more
greatly aided, by the rearmament of the United States and by sending every ounce
and every ton of munitions and supplies that we can possibly spare to help the
defenders who are in the front lines. And it is no more un-neutral for us to do that
than it is for Sweden, Russia and other nations near Germany to send steel and ore
and oil and other war materials into Germany every day in the week.
We are planning our own defense with the utmost urgency, and in its vast scale we
must integrate the war needs of Britain and the other free nations which are
resisting aggression.
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This is not a matter of sentiment or of controversial personal opinion. It is a matter
of realistic, practical military policy, based on the advice of our military experts who
are in close touch with existing warfare. These military and naval experts and the
members of the Congress and the Administration have a single-minded purpose –
the defense of the United States.
This nation is making a great effort to produce everything that is necessary in this
emergency – and with all possible speed. And this great effort requires great
sacrifice.
I would ask no one to defend a democracy which in turn would not defend everyone
in the nation against want and privation. The strength of this nation shall not be
diluted by the failure of the Government to protect the economic well-being of its
citizens.
If our capacity to produce is limited by machines, it must ever be remembered that
these machines are operated by the skill and the stamina of the workers. As the
Government is determined to protect the rights of the workers, so the nation has a
right to expect that the men who man the machines will discharge their full
responsibilities to the urgent needs of defense.
The worker possesses the same human dignity and is entitled to the same security
of position as the engineer or the manager or the owner. For the workers provide
the human power that turns out the destroyers, and the planes and the tanks.
The nation expects our defense industries to continue operation without
interruption by strikes or lockouts. It expects and insists that management and
workers will reconcile their differences by voluntary or legal means, to continue to
produce the supplies that are so sorely needed.
And on the economic side of our great defense program, we are, as you know,
bending every effort to maintain stability of prices and with that the stability of the
cost of living.
Nine days ago I announced the setting up of a more effective organization to direct
our gigantic efforts to increase the production of munitions. The appropriation of
vast sums of money and a well coordinated executive direction of our defense efforts
are not in themselves enough. Guns, planes, ships and many other things have to be
built in the factories and the arsenals of America. They have to be produced by
workers and managers and engineers with the aid of machines which in turn have to
be built by hundreds of thousands of workers throughout the land.
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In this great work there has been splendid cooperation between the Government
and industry and labor, and I am very thankful.
American industrial genius, unmatched throughout all the world in the solution of
production problems, has been called upon to bring its resources and its talents into
action.
Manufacturers of watches, of farm implements, of linotypes, and cash registers, and
automobiles, and sewing machines, and lawn mowers and locomotives are now
making fuses, bomb packing crates, telescope mounts, shells, and pistols and tanks.
But all of our present efforts are not enough. We must have more ships, more guns,
more planes – more of everything. And this can only be accomplished if we discard
the notion of “business as usual”. This job cannot be done merely by superimposing
on the existing productive facilities the added requirements of the nation for
defense.
Our defense efforts must not be blocked by those who fear the future consequences
of surplus plant capacity. The possible consequences of failure of our defense efforts
now are much more to be feared.
And after the present needs of our defense are past, a proper handling of the
country’s peacetime needs will require all of the new productive capacity – if not
still more.
No pessimistic policy about the future of America shall delay the immediate
expansion of those industries essential to defense. We need them. I want to make it
clear that it is the purpose of the nation to build now with all possible speed every
machine, every arsenal, every factory that we need to manufacture our defense
material. We have the men, the skill, the wealth – and above all – the will.
I am confident that if and when production of consumer or luxury goods in certain
industries requires the use of machines and raw materials that are essential for
defense purposes, then such production must yield – and will gladly yield – to our
primary and compelling purpose.
So I appeal – to the owners of plants, to the managers, to the workers, to our own
Government employees – to put every ounce of effort into producing these
munitions swiftly and without stint. With this appeal I give you the pledge that all
of us who are officers of your Government will devote ourselves to the same wholehearted extent to the great task that lies ahead.
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As planes and ships and guns and shells are produced, your Government, with its
defense experts, can then determine how best to use them to defend this hemisphere.
The decision as to how much shall be sent abroad and how much shall remain at
home must be made on the basis of our overall military necessities.
We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an emergency as serious
as war itself. We must apply ourselves to our task with the same resolution, the
same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as we would show
were we at war.
We have furnished the British great material support and we will furnish far more
in the future.
There will be no bottlenecks in our determination to aid Great Britain. No dictator,
no combination of dictators, will weaken that determination by threats of how they
will construe that determination.
The British have received invaluable military support from the heroic Greek army
and from the forces of all the governments in exile. Their strength is growing. It is
the strength of men and women who value their freedom more highly than they
value their lives.
I believe that the Axis powers are not going to win this war. I base that belief on the
latest and best of information.
We have no excuse for defeatism. We have every good reason for hope – hope for
peace, yes, and hope for the defense of our civilization and for the building of a
better civilization in the future.
I have the profound conviction that the American people are now determined to put
forth a mightier effort than they have ever yet made to increase our production of all
the implements of defense, to meet the threat to our democratic faith.
As President of the United States I call for that national effort. I call for it in the
name of this nation which we love and honor and which we are privileged and proud
to serve. I call upon our people with absolute confidence that our common cause will
greatly succeed.
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Speech against England
Adolf Hitler
January 30, 1941

Das Jahr, das hinter uns liegt, und der letzte Teil des vorvergangenen Jahres haben
praktisch diesen Krieg entschieden. Der Gegner, den sie zuerst im Osten gegen uns
mobilisierten, wurde in wenigen Wochen beseitigt. Der Versuch, uns von
Norwegen, von den Erzbasen, abzuschneiden und eine Angriffsbasis gegen
Nordostdeutschland zu gewinnen, wurde in wenigen Wochen desgleichen erledigt.
Der Versuch, über Holland und Belgien die Ruhrgrenze und Ruhr Zone zu
erreichen, brach nach wenigen Tagen zusammen. Frankreich ging den gleichen
Weg. England wurde von dem Kontinent weggejagt.
Ich lese einige Male jetzt so, dass die Engländer die Absicht haben, mit einer großen
Offensive jetzt irgendwo zu beginnen. Ich hätte nur den einen Wunsch, wenn die
mir das vorher mitteilen wollten. Ich würde dann das Gebiet in Europa vorher
räumen lassen, damit sie kommen. Ich würde sehr gerne ihnen die Schwierigkeiten
der Landung ersparen, und wir würden uns dann wieder vorstellen und noch einmal
aussprechen, und zwar mit der Sprache, die sie wohl allein verstehen!
Wir sind in einem Kriege, den wir nicht gewollt haben. Im Gegenteil! Öfter kann
man dem Anderen nicht die Hand hinhalten. Wenn aber diese Finanzhyänen den
Kampf wollen und etwa das Ziel haben, die deutsche Nation auszurotten, dann
werden sie ihre blauen Wunder erleben.
Wo wir England schlagen können, werden wir es schlagen!
Auf was hoffen sie? Auf andere Hilfe? Auf Amerika? Ich kann nur eines sagen: Wir
haben jede Möglichkeit von vornherein einkalkuliert. Was erwarten sie sich nun?
Wir stehen hier auf diesen Kontinent, und wo wir stehen, bringt aus niemand mehr
weg!
Vielleicht hoffen sie auch auf den Balkan. Ich würde auch darauf nicht viel geben.
Vielleicht haben sie die Hoffnung auf andere Staaten, die sie noch hereinziehen. Ich
weiß es nicht, aber ich kann ihnen, meine Parteigenossen und Parteigenossinen, die
Sie mich nun seit so vielen Jahren kennen, als einen besorgten Mann, der immer
vorausblickt, nur die eine Versicherung geben: jede Möglichkeit, die überhaupt
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denkbar ist, haben wir nüchtern abgewogen und in Rechnung gesetzt. Am Ende
steht unser Sieg!
Sie hoffen dann vielleicht noch etwas – nicht mehr so stark – auf den Hunger. Wir
haben unser Leben organisiert. Wir wussten von vornherein, dass es im Kriege
einen Überfluss natürlich nicht geben kann. Aber verhungern wird das deutsche
Volk niemals - niemals! Eher das englische! Da können die Herren überzeugt sein.
Rohstoffmangel? Auch das haben wir alles vorhergesehen. Daher der
Vierjahresplan! Vielleicht ist das auch einigen Engländern schon zum Bewusstsein
gekommen.
Es könnte nur Eines dann noch sein: nämlich, dass sie wirklich glauben, durch ihre
Lügen und Propaganda, durch ihre Phrasen das deutsche Volk noch einmal
benebeln zu können. Und da kann ich nur sagen: Sie hätten nicht so lange schlafen
sollen! Sie hätten sich ein klein wenig um die innere Entwicklung des deutschen
Volkes wirklich kümmern sollen. So wie sie jetzt diese Idiotie unternahmen, das
italienische Volk dem Duce entfremden zu wollen – ein britischer Lord steht auf und
appelliert an das italienische Volk, dass es nicht mehr dem Duce, sondern Seiner
Lordschaft folgen soll! Es ist idiotisch, wenn man so einem Schafskopf so etwas
überhaupt glauben soll.
Dann steht wieder ein anderer Lord auf und ermahnt das deutsche Volk, Seiner
Lordschaft zu folgen und sich von mir abzuwenden. Ich kann diesen Männern nur
sagen: Das haben schon ganz andere in Deutschland versucht. Die haben eine
Vorstellung von dem deutschen Volk, vom nationalsozialistischen Staat, von
unserer Gemeinschaft, von der Armee unserer marschierenden Massen in unserem
Volk! Die haben eine Ahnung von unserer Propaganda!
Sie haben sich, weil sie selber anscheinend nicht so ganz überzeugt waren von der
Tüchtigkeit ihrer Gedanken, ein paar Kräfte ausgeliehen aus Deutschland. Aber das
sind gerade die Kräfte, die hier jammervoll versagt hatten, nämlich die Emigranten,
die hier den Kürzeren zogen. Das sind ihre Berater! Wir sehen das sofort an den
Pamphleten. Wir wissen genau: das hat der gemacht, das hat der gemacht - genau
so blöde wie damals hier.
Nur dass damals der Stempel “Vossische Zeitung” darauf stand, und jetzt steht
“Times” darauf oder so etwas. Und die Leute bilden sich ein, dass so eine alte, alte,
alte Sache, die bei uns schon von der “Vossischen Zeitung” nicht mehr zog, jetzt
wieder ziehen wird, wenn plötzlich von der “Times” oder vom “Daily Telegraph”
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irgend so was kommt. Es ist eine wirkliche Gehirnerweichung in diesen
Demokratien ausgebrochen! Sie können beruhigt sein: das deutsche Volk wird alles
das tun, was in seinem Interesse notwendig ist. Es wird seiner Führung folgen.
Dieses deutsche Volk – das weiß ich, und ich bin so stolz darauf – ist mit mir
verschworen und geht durch dick und dünne.
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Give Us the Tools Speech
Winston Churchill
February 09, 1941

A Nazi invasion of Great Britain last autumn would have been a more or less
improvised affair. Hitler took it for granted that when France gave in we should
give in; but we did not give in. And he had to think again. An invasion now will be
supported by a much more carefully prepared tackle and equipment of landing craft
and other apparatus, all of which will have been planned and manufactured during
the winter months. We must all be prepared to meet gas attacks, parachute attacks
and glider attacks with constancy, forethought and practiced skill.
In order to win the war Hitler must destroy Great Britain.
With every month that passes the many proud and once happy countries he is now
holding down by brute force and vile intrigue are learning to hate the Prussian yoke
and the Nazi name as nothing has ever been hated so fiercely and so widely among
men before.
And all the time, masters of the sea and air, the British Empire – nay, in a certain
sense, the whole English-speaking world – will be on his track, bearing with them
the swords of justice.
The other day, President Roosevelt gave his opponent in the late presidential
election a letter of introduction to me, and in it he wrote out a verse, in his own
handwriting, from Longfellow, which he said “applies to you people as it does to us”.
Here is the verse:
Sail on, O Ship of State!
Sail on, O Union strong and great!
Humanity with all its fears,
With all the hopes of future years,
Is hanging breathless on thy fate!
What is the answer that I shall give, in your name, to this great man, the thricechosen head of a nation of a hundred and thirty millions? Here is the answer which I
will give to President Roosevelt:
Put your confidence in us.
Give us your faith and your blessing, and, under Providence, all will be well.
We shall not fail or falter; we shall not weaken or tire. Neither the sudden shock of
battle, nor the long-drawn trials of vigilance and exertion will wear us down. Give
us the tools, and we will finish the job.
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Statement about a possible German Invasion of Great Britain
Lord Halifax
March 27, 1941
The question, which I find most constantly on the lips of my American Friends, is:
“When will Hitler invade Britain?”.
I dare say Hitler has been asking it himself, and therefore you will hardly expect me
to answer it.
But if you ask me: “Can such an invasion succeed?” then both my head and my heart
join to tell you – with all the conviction born of my knowledge of how the British
people feel, and of being a member of the War Cabinet since its formation – that the
answer is a confident and an unhesitating “No!”.
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Westward Look the Land is Bright
Winston Churchill
April 27, 1941
You will remember how in November the Italian Dictator fell upon the unoffending
Greeks, and hurled his armies back at the double-quick. Meanwhile Hitler, who had
been creeping and worming his way steadily forward, doping and poisoning and
pinioning, one after the other Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria, suddenly made it
clear that he would come to the rescue of his fellow-criminal. While nearly all the
Greek troops were busy beating the Italians, the tremendous German military
machine suddenly towered up on their other frontier. In their mortal peril the
Greeks turned to us for succor. Strained as were our own resources, we could not
say them nay. By solemn guarantee given before the war, Great Britain had
promised them her help. They declared they would fight for their native soil even if
neither of their neighbors made common cause with them, and even if we left them
to their fate. But we could not do that. There are rules against that kind of thing;
and to break those rules would be fatal to the honor of the British Empire, without
which we could neither hope nor deserve to win this hard war. Military defeat or
miscalculation can be redeemed. The fortunes of war are fickle and changing. But an
act of shame would deprive us of the respect which we now enjoy throughout the
world.
While these grievous events were taking place in the Balkan Peninsula and in
Greece, our forces in Libya have sustained a vexatious and damaging defeat. The
Germans advanced sooner and in greater strength than we or our Generals
expected. The bulk of our armored troops, which had played such a decisive part in
beating the Italians, had to be refitted, and the single armored brigade which had
been judged sufficient to hold the frontier till about the middle of May was worsted
and its vehicles largely destroyed by a somewhat stronger German armored force.
Our infantry, which did not exceeded one division, had to fall back upon the very
large Imperial armies that have been assembled and can be nourished and
maintained in the fertile delta of the Nile.
Tobruk – the fortress of Tobruk – which flanks any German advance on Egypt, we
hold strongly. There we have repulsed many attacks, causing the enemy heavy
losses and taking many prisoners. That is how the matter stands in Egypt and on
the Libyan front.
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We must now expect the war in the Mediterranean on the sea, in the desert, and
above all in the air, to become very fierce, varied and widespread. We had cleared
the Italians out of Cyrenaica, and it now lies with us to purge that province of the
Germans. That will be a harder task, and we cannot expect to do it at once. You
know I never try to make out that defeats are victories. I have never underrated the
German as a warrior. Indeed I told you a month ago that the swift, unbroken course
of victories which we had gained over the Italians could not possibly continue, and
that misfortunes must be expected. There is only one thing certain about war, that
it is full of disappointments and also full of mistakes. It remains to be seen, however,
whether it is the Germans who have made the mistake in trampling down the
Balkan States and in making a river of blood and hate between themselves and the
Greek and Yugoslav peoples. It remains also to be seen whether they have made a
mistake in their attempt to invade Egypt.
Taught by experience, I make it a rule not to prophesy about battles which have yet
to be fought out. This, however, I will venture to say.
The Germans may lay their hands for a time upon the granaries of the Ukraine and
the oil-wells of the Caucasus. They may dominate the Black Sea. They may
dominate the Caspian. Who can tell? We shall do our best to meet them and fight
them wherever they go. But there is one thing which is certain. There is one thing
which rises out of the vast welter which is sure and solid, and which no one in his
senses can mistake. Hitler cannot find safety from avenging justice in the East, in
the Middle East, or in the Far East. In order to win this war, he must either conquer
this Island by invasion, or he must cut the ocean life-line which joins us to the
United States.
Wonderful exertions have been made by our Navy and Air Force; by the hundreds
of mine-sweeping vessels which with their marvelous appliances keep our ports
clear in spite of all the enemy can do; by the men who build and repair our immense
fleets of merchant ships; by the men who load and unload them; and need I say by
the officers and men of the Merchant Navy who go out in all weathers and in the
teeth of all dangers to fight for the life of their native land and for a cause they
comprehend and serve. Still, when you think how easy it is to sink ships at sea and
how hard it is to build them and protect them, and when you remember that we
have never less than two thousand ships afloat and three or four hundred in the
danger zone; when you think of the great armies we are maintaining and reinforcing
in the East, and of the worldwide traffic we have to carry on – when you remember
all this, can you wonder that it is the Battle of the Atlantic which holds the first
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place in the thoughts of those upon whom rests the responsibility for procuring the
victory?
It was therefore with indescribable relief that I learned of the tremendous decisions
lately taken by the President and people of the United States. The American Fleet
and flying boats have been ordered to patrol the wide waters of the Western
Hemisphere, and to warn the peaceful shipping of all nations outside the combat
zone of the presence of lurking U-boats or raiding cruisers belonging to the two
aggressor nations. We British shall therefore be able to concentrate our protecting
forces far more upon the routes nearer home, and to take a far heavier toll of the Uboats there. I have felt for some time that something like this was bound to happen.
The President and Congress of the United States, having newly fortified themselves
by contact with their electors, have solemnly pledged their aid to Britain in this war
because they deem our cause just, and because they know their own interests and
safety would be endangered if we were destroyed. They are taxing themselves
heavily. They have passed great legislation. They have turned a large part of their
gigantic industry to making the munitions which we need. They have even given us
or lent us valuable weapons of their own. I could not believe that they would allow
the high purposes to which they have set themselves to be frustrated and the
products of their skill and labor sunk to the bottom of the sea. U-boat warfare as
conducted by Germany is entirely contrary to international agreements freely
subscribed to by Germany only a few years ago. There is no effective blockade, but
only a merciless murder and marauding over wide, indiscriminate areas utterly
beyond the control of the German sea power. When I said ten weeks ago: “Give us
the tools and we will finish the job”, I meant, give them to us: put them within our
reach - and that is what it now seems the Americans are going to do. And that is
why I feel a very strong conviction that though the Battle of the Atlantic be will be
long and hard, and its issue is by no means yet determined, it has entered upon a
more grim but at the same time a far more favorable phase. When you come to think
of it, the United States are very closely bound up with us now, and have engaged
themselves deeply in giving us moral, material, and, within the limits I have
mentioned, naval support.
It is worth while therefore to take a look on both sides of the ocean at the forces
which are facing each other in this awful struggle, from which there can be no
drawing back. No prudent and far-seeing man can doubt that the eventual and total
defeat of Hitler and Mussolini is certain, in view of the respective declared resolves
of the British and American democracies. There are less than seventy million
malignant Huns – some of whom are curable and others killable – most of whom are
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already engaged in holding down Austrians, Czechs, Poles, and the many other
ancient races they now bully and pillage. The peoples of the British Empire and of
the United States number nearly two hundred millions in their homelands and in
the British Dominions alone. They possess the unchallengeable command of the
oceans, and will soon obtain decisive superiority in the air. They have more wealth,
more technical resources, and they make more steel, than the whole of the rest of the
world put together. They are determined that the cause of freedom shall not be
trampled down, nor the tide of world progress turned backwards, by the criminal
Dictators.
While therefore we naturally view with sorrow and anxiety much that is happening
in Europe and in Africa, and may happen in Asia, we must not lose our sense of
proportion and thus become discouraged or alarmed. When we face with a steady
eye the difficulties which lie before us, we may derive new confidence from
remembering those we have already overcome. Nothing that is happening now is
comparable in gravity with the dangers through which we passed last year. Nothing
that can happen in the East is comparable with what is happening in the West.
Last time I spoke to you I quoted the lines of Longfellow which President Roosevelt
had written out for me in his own hand. I have some other lines which are well
known but which seem apt and appropriate to our fortunes tonight, and I believe
they will be so judged wherever the English language is spoken or the flag of
freedom flies:
For while the tired waves, vainly breaking,
Seem here no painful inch to gain,
Far back, through creeks and inlets making,
Comes silent, flooding in, the main.
And not by eastern windows only,
When daylight comes, comes in the light;
in front the sun climbs slow, how slowly,
But westward, look, the land is bright.
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Until Victory is Won
Winston Churchill
June 12, 1941

In the twenty-second month of the war against Nazism, we meet here in this old
Palace of St. James’s, itself not unscarred by the fire of the enemy, in order to
proclaim the high purposes and resolves of the lawful constitutional Governments
of Europe whose countries have been overrun, and we meet here also to cheer the
hopes of free men and free peoples throughout the world.
Here before us on the table lie the title deeds of ten nations or states whose soil has
been invaded and polluted and whose men, women and children lie prostrate or
writhing under the Hitler yoke. But here also – duly authorized by Parliament and
the democracy of Britain – are gathered the servants of the ancient British
monarchy and the accredited representatives of the British Dominions beyond seas
of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, of the Empire of India, of
Burma and of all our colonies in every quarter of the globe. They have drawn their
swords in this cause. They will never let them fall till life is gone or victory is won.
Here we meet while from across the Atlantic Ocean the hammers and lathes of the
United States signal in a rising hum their message of encouragement and their
promise of swift and ever growing aid.
What tragedies, what horrors, what crimes has Hitler and all that Hitler stands for
brought upon Europe and the world!
The ruins of Warsaw, of Rotterdam, of Belgrade are monuments which will long
recall to future generations the outrage of the unopposed air bombing applied with
calculated scientific cruelty to helpless populations. Here in London and throughout
the cities of our land and in Ireland there may also be seen marks of devastation.
They are being repaid and presently they will be more than repaid.
It will not be by German hands that the structure of Europe will be rebuilt or union
of the European family achieved. In every country into which the German armies
and the Nazi police have broken there has sprung up from the soil a hatred of the
German name and contempt for the Nazi creed which the passage of hundreds of
years will not efface from human memory.
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We cannot see yet how deliverance will come or when it will come. But nothing is
more certain that every trace of Hitler’s footsteps, every stain of his infected and
corroding fingers will be sponged and purged and if need be blasted from the
surface of the earth.
Hitler may turn and trample this way and that through tortured Europe. He may
spread his course far and wide and carry his curse with him. He may break into
Africa or into Asia. But it is here, in this island fortress, that he will have to reckon
in the end.
We shall strive to resist by land and sea. We shall be on his track wherever he goes.
Our air power will continue to teach the German homeland that war is not all loot
and triumph. We shall aid and stir the people of every conquered country to
resistance and revolt. We shall break up and derange every effort which Hitler
makes to systematize and consolidate his subjugations. He will find no peace, no
rest, no halting place, no parley. And if, driven to desperate hazards, he attempts
invasion of the British Isles, as well he may, we shall not flinch from the supreme
trial. With the help of God, of which we must all feel daily conscious, we shall
continue steadfast in faith and duty till our task is done.
This then is the message which we send forth today to all the states and nations,
bound or free, to all the men in all the lands who care for freedom’s cause. To our
Allies and well-wishers in Europe, to our American friends and helpers drawing
ever closer in their might across the ocean. This is the message: “lift up your hearts,
all will come right”. Out of depths of sorrow and sacrifice will be born again the
glory of mankind.
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Broadcast to America
Winston Churchill
June 16, 1941

For more than a year we British have stood alone, uplifted by your sympathy and
respect and sustained by our own unconquerable will-power and by the increasing
growth and hopes of your massive aid. In these British Islands that look so small
upon the map we stand, the faithful guardians of the rights and dearest hopes of a
dozen States and nations now gripped and tormented in a base and cruel servitude.
Whatever happens we shall endure to the end.
But what is the explanation of the enslavement of Europe by the German Nazi
regime? How did they do it? It is but a few years ago since one united gesture by
the peoples, great and small, who are now broken in the dust, would have warded off
from mankind the fearful ordeal it has had to undergo. But there was no unity.
There was no vision. The nations were pulled down one by one while the others
gaped and chattered. One by one, each in his turn, they let themselves be caught.
One after another they were felled by brutal violence or poisoned from within by
subtle intrigue.
And now the old lion with her lion cubs at her side stands alone against hunters
who are armed with deadly weapons and impelled by desperate and destructive rage.
Is the tragedy to repeat itself once more? All no! This is not the end of the tale. The
stars in their courses proclaim the deliverance of mankind. Not so easily shall the
onward progress of the peoples be barred. Not so easily shall the lights of freedom
die.
But time is short. Every month that passes adds to the length and to the perils of
the journey that will have to be made. United we stand. Divided we fall. Divided, the
dark age returns. United, we can save and guide the world!
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