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Announcement of Invasion of Soviet Union

Josef Goebbels

June 22, 1941

Heute stehen rund 160 russische Divisionen an unserer Grenze. Seit Wochen finden
dauernde Verletzungen dieser Grenze statt, nicht nur bei uns, sondern ebenso im
hohen Norden, wie in Ruminien. Russische Flieger machen es sich zum Vergniigen,
unbekiimmert diese Grenzen einfach zu iibersehen, um uns wohl dadurch zu
beweisen, dass sie sich bereits als die Herren dieser Gebiete fiihlen. In der Nacht
vom 17. zum 18. Juni haben wieder russische Patrouillen auf deutsches Reichsgebiet
vorgefiihlt und konnten erst nach lingerem Feuergetfecht zuriickgetrieben werden.

Damit aber ist nunmehr die Stunde gekommen, in der es notwendig wird, diesem
Komplott der jidisch-angelsdchsischen Kriegsanstifter und der ebenso judischen
Machthaber der bolschewistischen Moskauer Zentrale entgegenzutreten.

Deutsches Volk!

In diesem Augenblick vollzieht sich ein Aufmarsch, der in Ausdehnung und Umfang
der grofite, ist, den die Welt bisher gesehen hat. Im Verein mit finnischen
Kameraden stehen die Kampfer des Siegers von Narvik am Nordlichen Eismeer.
Deutsche Divisionen unter dem Befehl des Eroberers von Norwegen schiitzen
gemeinsam mit den finnischen Freiheitshelden unter ihrem Marschall den
finnischen Boden. Von OstpreuBlen bis zu den Karpaten reichen die Formationen der
deutschen Ostfront. An den Ufern des Pruth, am Unterlauf der Donau bis zu den
Gestaden des Schwarzen Meeres vereinen sich unter dem Staatschef Antonescu
deutsche und ruminische Soldaten.

Die Aufgabe dieser Front ist daher nicht mehr der Schutz einzelner Ldnder, sondern
die Sicherung Europas und damit die Rettung aller.

Ich habe mich deshalb heute entschlossen, das Schicksal und die Zukunft des
Deutschen Reiches und unseres Volkes wieder in die Hand unserer Soldaten zu
legen.

Mboge uns der Herrgott gerade in diesem Kampfe helten!
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Germany declares War on Soviet Union
Joachim von Ribbentrop
June 22, 1941

Die deutschfeindliche Politik der Sowjetregierung wurde auf militdrischem Gebiete
begleitet von einer stindig zunehmenden Konzentrierung der gesamten
verfiigbaren russischen Streitkrifte auf einer langen Front von der Ostsee bis zum
Schwarzen Meer. Schon zu einer Zeit, als Deutschland 1im Westen 1im franzosischen
Feldzug stark engagiert war und als sich im Osten nur ganz geringe deutsche
Truppenteile befanden, begann das russische Oberkommando mit der
systematischen Verlegung groferer Truppenkontingente an die Ostliche
Reichsgrenze, wobei besondere Massierungen gegeniiber OstpreuBen und dem
Generalgouvernement, ferner in der Bukowina und in Bessarabien gegeniiber
Ruminien festgestellt wurden. Auch gegeniiber Finnland wurden die russischen
Garnisonen stindig verstdrkt. Die Verschiebung von immer neuen russischen
Divisionen aus Ostasien und dem Kaukasus nach dem européischen Russland waren
weitere MalBnahmen auf diesem Gebiete. Nachdem die Sowjetregierung seinerzeit
erkldrt hatte, dass z.B. das Baltikum mit nur ganz geringen Truppen belegt werden
wiirde, erfolgte allein in, diesem Raume nach Durchfiihrung der Besetzungsaktion
eine sich immer steigernde Konzentration von russischen Truppenmassen, die heute
auf 22 Divisionen geschitzt werden. Es ergibt sich somit das Bild, dass die
russischen Truppen sich immer niher an die deutsche Grenze heranschoben, obwohl
von deutscher Seite keine militdrischen MalBnahmen getroffen wurden, mit denen
eine solche russische Aktion hitte begriindet werden konnen. Erst dieses russische
Verhalten hat die deutsche Wehrmacht zu Gegenmalinahmen gezwungen. Ferner
haben sich die einzelnen Verbédnde des russischen Heeres und der Luftwafte nach
vorn aufgeschlossen, und die Flugplitze entlang der deutschen Grenze sind mit
starken Verbianden der Luftwatfe belegt. Seit Anfang April sind ebenfalls vermehrte
Grenzverletzungen und sich immer steigernde Uberfliegungen des deutschen
Reichsgebietes durch russische Flugzeuge festzustellen. Dasselbe trifft laut
Mitteilungen der ruminischen Regierung auch fiir das ruménische Grenzgebiet der
Bukowina, der Moldau und der Donau zu.

Das Oberkommando der Wehrmacht hat die aullenpolitische Leitung des Reiches
seit Anfang d. J. wiederholt auf diese immer zunehmende Bedrohung des
Reichsgebietes durch die russische Armee hingewiesen und dabei betont, dass
diesem Aufmarsch nur aggressive Absichten zugrunde liegen kénnten.

Diese Mitteilungen des Oberkommandos der Wehrmacht werden mit allen darin
enthaltenen Einzelheiten der Offentlichkeit bekanntgegeben werden.
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Wenn aber noch die geringsten Zweifel iiber die Aggressivitit des russischen
Aufmarsches bestehen konnten, so sind diese durch die Nachrichten, die dem
Oberkommando der Wehrmacht in den letzten Tagen zugegangen sind, restlos
beseitigt. Nach Durchfiihrung der russischen Generalmobilmachung sind heute
nicht weniger als 160 Divisionen gegen Deutschland aufmarschiert.

Die Beobachtungsergebnisse der letzten Tage zeigen, dass die Gruppierung der
russischen Truppen und insbesondere der motorisierten und Panzerverbinde in
einer Weise erfolgt ist, dass das russische Oberkommando zu einem aggressiven
Vorgehen gegen die deutsche Grenze an verschiedenen Stellen jederzeit in der Lage
ist. Die Meldungen iiber vermehrte Autklirungs- und Patrouillentdtigkeit sowie
tiglich eingehende Meldungen {iber Zwischenfille an der Grenze und
Vorpostengetechte zwischen den beiden Armeen vervollstindigen das Bild einer
aufs duBerste gespannten militdrischen Lage, die jederzeit zur Entladung kommen
kann. ‘Die heute aus England kommenden Nachrichten iiber die Verhandlungen des
englischen Botschafters Cripps iiber eine noch engere Zusammenarbeit zwischen
der politischen und militdrischen Leitung Englands und Sowjetrusslands sowie der
Aufruf des frither immer sowjetfeindlich eingestellten Lord Beaverbrook zur
Unterstiitzung Russlands mit allen zur Verfiigung stehenden Kriften in seinem
kommenden Kampf und die Aufforderung an die Vereinigten Staaten, ein gleiches zu
tun, beweist eindeutig, welches Schicksal man dem deutschen Volk bereiten mochte.
Zusammenfassend hat die Reichsregierung daher folgende Erkldrung abzugeben:
Entgegen allen von ihr iibernommenen Verpflichtungen und in krassem
Widerspruch zu ihren feierlichen Erklarungen hat die Sowjetregierung sich gegen
Deutschland gewandt.

Sie hat — erstens — ihre gegen Deutschland und Europa gerichteten
Zersetzungsversuche nicht nur fortgesetzt, sondern seit Kriegsausbruch noch
verstirkt;

Sie hat — zweitens — in sich immer steigerndem Male ihre AuBenpolitik gegen
Deutschland feindlich eingestellt;

Und sie ist — drittens — mit ihren gesamten Streitkriften an der deutschen Grenze
sprungbereit autmarschiert.

Damit hat die Sowjetregierung die Vertrige und Vereinbarungen mit Deutschland
verraten und gebrochen. Der Hass des bolschewistischen Moskau gegen den
Nationalsozialismus war stidrker als die politische Vernunft. In Todfeindschaft steht
der Bolschewismus dem Nationalsozialismus gegeniiber. Das bolschewistische
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Moskau ist im Begriff, dem nationalsozialistischen Deutschland in seinem
Existenzkampf in den Riicken zu fallen.

Deutschland ist nicht gewillt, dieser ernsten Bedrohung seiner Ostgrenze tatenlos
zuzusehen. Der Fiihrer hat daher nunmehr der deutschen Wehrmacht den Befehl
erteilt, dieser Bedrohung mit allen zur Verfiigung stehenden Machtmitteln
entgegenzutreten. In dem kommenden Kampt ist sich das deutsche Volk bewusst,
dass es nicht nur zum Schutz der Heimat antritt, sondern dass es dazu berufen ist,
die gesamte Kulturwelt von den todlichen Gefahren des Bolschewismus zu retten
und den Weg fiir einen wahren sozialen Aufstieg in Europa frei zu machen.
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Soviet Union Declares War on Germany
Vjaceslav Molotov
June 22, 1941
I'paxxnane u rpaxnanku Coserckoro Coroza!

CoBeTrckoe MMpaBUTCILCTBO M €TI0 TIJilaBa TOB. Cranun Imopyuynsin MHC CHOCJIATh
CJIeayromec 3a4BJICHUC!

Ceroans, B 4 vaca yTpa, 6e3 npeabsBiIeHUs Kakux-1100 npereH3uil k CoBeTCKkoMy
Coro3y, 0e3 0O0bsBICHUS BOHHBI, F€PMAaHCKHE BOWCKa Halajlyd Ha Hally CTpaHy,
aTaKkoOBaJIM HAIIM TPAaHUIBl BO MHOTMX MECTax U IMOJBEPIIM OOMOEKKE CO CBOMX
camoisieToB Hamn ropozaa - JKuromup, Kues, CeBactonons, KayHac u HEKOTOpbIE
ApyTHe, NMpUYeM YOUTO M paHEHO Oosee IBYXCOT d4esoBeK. HaneTsl Bpakeckux
CaMOJIETOB U apTUIUIEPUICKHUIA OOCTpeNl ObLIM COBEPIICHBI TaKKE€ C PYMBIHCKOW U
(UHISIHIICKON TEPPUTOPUH.

DTO HECIIBIXaHHOE HAIA/ICHUE Ha Hallly CTpaHy SIBJIsETCS OECIPUMEPHBIM B UCTOPUU
LIMBWIM30BAHHBIX HApOAOB BEPOJOMCTBOM. Hamanenne Ha Hamy CcTpaHy
IIPOU3BEAECHO, HECMOTPsI Ha TO, yTO Mexay CCCP u ['epmannent 3akat04eH JOTOBOP O
HeHarnageHuu 1 COBETCKOE MPaBUTEIBCTBO CO BCEH JOOPOCOBECTHOCTHIO BBIMOJHSIIO
BCE€ YCJIOBHS 3TOro goroBopa. HamaneHue Ha Hally cTpaHy COBEpPILIEHO, HECMOTPS Ha
TO, 4TO 3@ BCE BPEMs JIEUCTBUS 3TOr0 JOTOBOPA F€PMAHCKOE IPABUTEIBCTBO HU Pa3y
HE MOIJIO NpeabsiBuTh HU ogHOM npeTeH3uu K CCCP no BeInmogHeHHo JoroBopa. Bes
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a 3TO pa30oiHMube HamajgeHue Ha CoBerckuil Coro3 LIETUKOM U
MOJIHOCTBIO MAJIa€T HA TEPMAHCKUX (PAIIMCTCKUX MPABUTEIIEH.

VYoke mocie COBEpIIMBIIETOCs HamaaeHus repManHckuid mocoi B Mockse Lllynenoypr
B 5 yacoB 30 MHHYT yTpa cAeial MHE, KaK HapOJHOMY KOMHCCApy HMHOCTPAHHBIX
JeJl, 3asdBJIECHUE OT HMEHU CBOEr0 IPABUTEILCTBA O TOM, 4YTO I'epmaHCKoe
MPABUTENBCTBO pEUIO BbICTYyIUTh ¢ BoMHOM mnpotuB CCCP B cBs3u ¢
cocpenoroyeHueM yacteit KpacHoit ApMun y BOCTOYHOM reépMaHCKOM TPaHUIIBI.

B otBeT Ha 5T0 MHOIO OT UMeHH COBETCKOTO MPaBUTEIHCTBA OBLIO 3asBJICHO, YTO 0
nocjaeAHe MUHYTHI ['epMaHCKOE TMPAaBUTEIBLCTBO HE TPEABSIBISIO HUKAKUX
npereH3uit kK COBETCKOMY MPaBUTENbCTBY, YTO ['epmMaHus coBeplinia HanajeHue Ha
CCCP, necmoTpst Ha MUpOJOOUBYIO TTo3UIMI0 CoBeTckoro Coro3a, ¥ 4TO TEM CaMbIM
damuctckas ['epmanus SBIsSETCS HaIAIAONMEH CTOPOHOM.

ITo nopyuenuto IIpaBurensctBa CoBerckoro Coro3a s JOJDKEH TAKXKE 3asBUTh, YTO
HU B OJJHOM NYHKTE HaIllM BOMCKAa M Halla aBUALMS HE JONMYCTUIM HapYIICHUA
TPaHUILIbl U MMO3TOMY CIICJIAHHOE CETOAHSI YTPOM 3asIBIICHUE PYMBIHCKOTO PaJvo, 4TO
SIKOOBI COBETCKAs aBUAIIUSI 0OCTpEIIsIa PYMBIHCKHE adPOJIPOMBI, SIBJSIETCS CIIIOIIHON
JOXBKD MW TpoBOKanuen. TakoW ke JIOKBI0 W MPOBOKALMEH SBJISETCS BCS
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CETOAHSIIHAA AeKiapanusi [uTiepa, MBITAIOMIETOCS 3aJHUM YHCIOM COCTPAIATH
OOBHUHUTENBbHBIN MaTepuan HacueT HecoOmoaeHus CoserckuMm COI030M COBETCKO-
repMaHCKOT0 MaKTa.

Teneps, xorga HamageHue Ha Coserckuid Coro3 yxe cBepmmiioch, COBETCKUM
MPABUTEIHCTBOM JIaH HAIIMM BOMCKaM MpHKa3 - OTOUTh pa300iiHNYbE HalaJeHUE U
M3rHATh TE€PMAHCKUE BOWCKA C TEPPUTOPHUH HAIICH POIUHBIL.

Ota BOliHA HaBs3aHA HaM HE TEPMAHCKUM HApOJOM, HE TE€PMAHCKUMHU PabOUYMMH,
KPECTbSIHAMM W WHTEIUIMT€HUMEH, CTPaJAaHus KOTOPBIX Mbl XOpPOILIO IIOHHMAeM, a
KIUKOM KPOBOXKAAHBIX (PaIIMCTCKUX TMpaBuTened ['‘epmanun, mnOpaOOTUBIINX
¢dpanIry30B, 4eXoB, MOJAKOB, cepboB, Hopseruto, benwruro, [lanuto, 'ommanmguto,
I'penuto n gpyrre HapoOmsbl.

[IpaButenscTBO CoBeTckoro Coro3a BhIpakaeT HEMOKOJIECOMMYIO YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM,
YTO HaIM J00JecTHbie apMusi U (GJIOT U cMelble cokoibl COBETCKOM aBUAIUU C
YECThIO BBINOJIHAT JIOAT MEpe] POAWHOM, NEpEe] COBETCKHMM HapOJIOM, U HAHECYT
COKPYIIUTENBHBIN yAap arpeccopy.

He mnepBelii pa3 HameMy HAapoAy NIPUXOAUTCS HMMETh J€JI0 C HalaJarolluM
3a3HaBIIMMCA BparoM. B cBoe Bpems Ha moxox Hamoneona B Poccuro Ham Hapon
OTBETWJI OTEUECTBEHHOM BOWHONW M HamoneoH morepnen nopakeHue, NpUIIEN K
cBoeMy Kpaxy. To xe Oyner M ¢ 3a3HaBIIMMCA ['UTiIepoM, OOBSIBUBILIMM HOBBIN
IIOXOJI MPOTHB Hamen cTpaHbl. KpacHas ApMusa M BECh HAlll HAPOJ BHOBb NOBEIYT
MOOSIOHOCHYIO OTEUECTBEHHYIO BOMHY 3a PouHy, 3a 4ecTh, 3a cBOOO Y.

ITpaBurenscTBO CoBeTcKOro Coro3a BRIPAXKAET TBEPAYIO YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, UTO BCE
HaceJIeHUE Halllel CTpaHbl, Bce pabouue, KPeCThbsIHE U MHTEIUTUTCHIIMS, MYXYUHBI U
KEHIIUHBl OTHECYTCS C JIOJDKHBIM CO3HAaHUEM K CBOMM OOSI3aHHOCTSIM, K CBOEMY
Tpyay. Becb Ham Hapoj Tenepb AOKEH ObITh CIUIOYEH M €4UH, KaK HUKOTAA.
Kaxnprii w3 Hac pomkeH TpeboBaTh OT ceOs W OT JAPYTUX JUCHUUILIMHBI,
OpraHU30BAHHOCTH, CaMOOTBEP)KEHHOCTH, JOCTOMHON HACTOSIIET0 COBETCKOIO
naTpuoTa, 4yTtoObl oOecnieunTh Bce HyxAbl KpacHoit Apmuu, (iota u aBuaIruw,
yTO0OBI 00ECTIEYUTh MOOEAY HaJl BParoMm.

[TpaBUTENBHCTBO MPU3BIBAET Bac, rpaxkaane u rpaxnaaHku Coserckoro Corosa, emie
TECHEE CIUIOTUTh CBOW PAIbI BOKPYT HAIICWd CIIABHOW OOJBIIEBUCTCKON MapTHH,
BOKpYT Haiiero COBETCKOro MpaBUTENbCTBA, BOKPYT HAIIErO BEJIUKOTO BOXIS TOB.
Cranuna.

Haire neno npasoe. Bpar Oyzaet pazout. [lo6ena Oyner 3a Hamu.

~J
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On German Invasion of Russia
Winston Churchill
June 22, 1941

I have taken occasion to speak to you to-night because we have reached one of the
climacterics of the war. The first of these intense turning-points was a year ago
when France fell prostrate under the German hammer, and when we had to face the
storm alone. The second was when the Royal Air Force beat the Hun raiders out of
the daylight air, and thus warded oft the Nazi invasion of our island while we were
still ill-armed and ill-prepared. The third turning-point was when the President and
Congress of the United States passed the Lease-and-Lend enactment, devoting
nearly 2,000 million sterling of the wealth of the New World to help us to defend
our liberties and their own. Those were the three climacterics.

The fourth is now upon us.

At four o’clock this morning Hitler attacked and invaded Russia. All his usual
formalities of perfidy were observed with scrupulous technique. A non-aggression
treaty had been solemnly signed and was in force between the two countries. No
complaint had been made by Germany of its non-fulfillment. Under its cloak of tfalse
confidence, the German armies drew up in immense strength along a line which
stretches from the White Sea to the Black Sea; and their air fleets and armored
divisions slowly and methodically took their stations. Then, suddenly without
declaration of war, without even an ultimatum, German bombs rained down from
the air upon the Russian cities, the German troops violated the frontiers; and an
hour later the German Ambassador, who till the night before was lavishing his
assurances of friendship, almost of alliance, upon the Russians, called upon the
Russian Foreign Minister to tell him that a state of war existed between Germany
and Russia.

Thus was repeated on a far larger scale the same kind of outrage against every form
of signed compact and international faith which we have witnessed in Norway,
Denmark, Holland and Belgium, and which Hitler’s accomplice and jackal Mussolini
so faithfully imitated in the case of Greece.

All this was no surprise to me. In fact I gave clear and precise warnings to Stalin of
what was coming. I gave him warning as I have given warning to others before. I
can only hope that this warning did not fall unheeded. All we know at present is
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that the Russian people are defending their native soil and that their leaders have
called upon them to resist to the utmost.

Hitler is a monster of wickedness, insatiable in his lust for blood and plunder. Not
content with having all Europe under his heel, or else terrorized into various forms
of abject submission, he must now carry his work of butchery and desolation among
the vast multitudes of Russia and of Asia. The terrible military machine, which we
and the rest of the civilized world so foolishly, so supinely, so insensately allowed
the Nazi gangsters to build up year by year from almost nothing, cannot stand idle
lest it rust or fall to pieces. It must be in continual motion, grinding up human lives
and trampling down the homes and the rights of hundreds of millions of men.
Moreover it must be fed, not only with flesh but with oil.

So now this bloodthirsty guttersnipe must launch his mechanized armies upon new
fields of slaughter, pillage and devastation. Poor as are the Russian peasants,
workmen and soldiers, he must steal from them their daily bread; he must devour
their harvests; he must rob them of the oil which drives their ploughs; and thus
produce a famine without example in human history. And even the carnage and ruin
which his victory, should he gain it - he has not gained it yet - will bring upon the
Russian people, will itself be only a stepping-stone to the attempt to plunge the four
or five hundred millions who live in China, and the three hundred and fifty millions
who live in India, into that bottomless pit of human degradation over which the
diabolic emblem of the Swastika flaunts itself. It is not too much to say here this
summer evening that the lives and happiness of a thousand million additional people
are now menaced with brutal Nazi violence. That is enough to make us hold our
breath. But presently I shall show you something else that lies behind, and
something that touches very nearly the life of Britain and of the United States.

The Nazi régime is indistinguishable from the worst features of Communism. It is
devoid of all theme and principle except appetite and racial domination. It excels all
forms of human wickedness in the efficiency of its cruelty and ferocious aggression.
No one has been a more consistent opponent of Communism than I have for the last
twenty-five years. I will unsay no word that I have spoken about it. But all this fades
away before the spectacle which is now unfolding. The past with its crimes, its
follies and its tragedies, flashes away. I see the Russian soldiers standing on the
threshold of their native land, guarding the fields which their fathers have tilled
from time immemorial. I see them guarding their homes where mothers and wives
pray - ah yes, for there are times when all pray - for the safety of their loved ones,
the return of the breadwinner, of their champion, of their protector. I see the ten
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thousand villages of Russia, where the means of existence was wrung so hardly from
the soil, but where there are still primordial human joys, where maidens laugh and
children play. I see advancing upon all this in hideous onslaught the Nazi war
machine, with its clanking, heel-clicking, danditied Prussian officers, its crafty
expert agents fresh from the cowing and tying-down of a dozen countries. I see also
the dull, drilled, docile, brutish masses of the Hun soldiery plodding on like a swarm
of crawling locusts. I see the German bombers and tighters in the sky, still smarting
from many a British whipping, delighted to find what they believe is an easier and a
safer prey.

Behind all this glare, behind all this storm, I see that small group of villainous men
who plan, organize and launch this cataract of horrors upon mankind. And then my
mind goes back across the years to the days when the Russian armies were our allies
against the same deadly foe; when they fought with so much valor and constancy,
and helped to gain a victory from all share in which, alas, they were - through no
tault of ours - utterly cut off. I have lived through all this, and you will pardon me if
I express my feelings and the stir of old memories. But now I have to declare the
decision of His Majesty’s Government - and [ feel sure it is a decision in which the
great Dominions will, in due course, concur - for we must speak out now at once,
without a day’s delay. I have to make the declaration, but can you doubt what our
policy will be? We have but one aim and one single, irrevocable purpose. We are
resolved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi régime. From this nothing
will turn us - nothing. We will never parley, we will never negotiate with Hitler or
any of his gang. We shall fight him by land, we shall fight him by sea, we shall tight
him in the air, until with God’s help we have rid the earth of his shadow and
liberated its peoples from his yoke. Any man or state who fights on against Nazidom
will have our aid. Any man or state who marches with Hitler is our foe. This applies
not only to organized states but to all representatives of that vile race of quislings
who make themselves the tools and agents of the Nazi régime against their fellow-
countrymen and the lands of their birth. They - these quislings - like the Nazi
leaders themselves, if not disposed of by their fellow-countrymen, which would save
trouble, will be delivered by us on the morrow of victory to the justice of the Allied
tribunals. That is our policy and that is our declaration. It follows, therefore, that we
shall give whatever help we can to Russia and the Russian people. We shall appeal
to all our friends and allies in every part of the world to take the same course and
pursue it, as we shall, faithfully and steadfastly to the end.

We have offered the Government of Soviet Russia any technical or economic
assistance which is in our power, and which is likely to be of service to them. We
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shall bomb Germany by day as well as by night in ever-increasing measure, casting
upon them month by month a heavier discharge of bombs, and making the German
people taste and gulp each month a sharper dose of the miseries they have showered
upon mankind. It is noteworthy that only yesterday the Royal Air Force, fighting
inland over French territory, cut down with very small loss to themselves 28 of the
Hun fighting machines in the air above the French soil they have invaded, defiled
and profess to hold. But this is only a beginning. From now forward the main
expansion of our Air Force proceeds with gathering speed. In another six months
the weight of the help we are receiving from the United States in war materials of
all kinds, and especially in heavy bombers, will begin to tell.

This is no class war, but a war in which the whole British Empire and
Commonwealth of Nations is engaged without distinction of race, creed or party. It
1s not for me to speak of the action of the United States, but this I will say: it Hitler
imagines that his attack on Soviet Russia will cause the slightest division of aims or
slackening of effort in the great Democracies who are resolved upon his doom, he is
woefully mistaken. On the contrary, we shall be fortified and encouraged in our
efforts to rescue mankind from his tyranny. We shall be strengthened and not
weakened in determination and in resources.

This is no time to moralize on the follies of countries and governments which have
allowed themselves to be struck down one by one, when by united action they could
have saved themselves and saved the world from this catastrophe. But when I spoke
a few minutes ago of Hitler’s blood-lust and the hateful appetites which have
impelled or lured him on his Russian adventure, I said there was one deeper motive
behind his outrage. He wishes to destroy the Russian power because he hopes that if
he succeeds in this, he will be able to bring back the main strength of his army and
air force from the East and hurl it upon this Island, which he knows he must
conquer or suffer the penalty of his crimes. His invasion of Russia is no more than a
prelude to an attempted invasion of the British Isles. He hopes, no doubt, that all
this may be accomplished before the winter comes, and that he can overwhelm
Great Britain before the fleet and air power of the United States may intervene. He
hopes that he may once again repeat, upon a greater scale than ever before, that
process of destroying his enemies one by one, by which he has so long thrived and
prospered, and that then the scene will be clear for the final act, without which all
his conquests would be in vain - namely, the subjugation of the Western
Hemisphere to his will and to his system.

11
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The Russian danger is therefore our danger, and the danger of the United States,
just as the cause of any Russian fighting for his hearth and home is the cause of free
men and free peoples in every quarter of the globe. Let us learn the lessons already
taught by such cruel experience. Let us redouble our exertions, and strike with
united strength while life and power remain.
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Address to the People of France
Philippe Pétain
June 27, 1941
Francais!

Le 17 Juin 1940, il y a aujourd’hui une année, j’adressais mon premier appel a la
France. Le disque qui l'enregistra va tourner devant vous. Entendez-le: il vous
replacera dans 'atmosphere du jour ou cet appel fut prononcé.

Je me suis adressé cette nuit a l'adversaire pour lui demander s’il est prét a
rechercher avec nous, entre soldats, apres la lutte et dans I'honneur les moyens de
mettre un terme aux hostilités.

Que tous les Francais se groupent autour du Gouvernement que je préside pendant
ces dures épreuves et fassent taire leur angoisse pour n’écouter que leur foi dans le
destin de la Patrie.

Voila ce que, d'une voix cassée par I'émotion, je vous disais le 17 Juin 1940.

Ma voix aujourd’hui s’est raffermie car la France se reléeve. Mais bon nombre de
Frangais se refusent a le reconnaitre. Croient-ils vraiment que leur sort est plus
tragique qu’il y a un an?

Francais, vous avez vraiment la mémoire courte. Croyez-mol. Le moment n’est pas
venu de vous réfugier dans I'amertume ou de sombrer dans le désespoir. Vous n’étes
ni vendus, ni trahis, ni abandonnés.

Ceux qui vous le disent vous mentent et vous jettent dans les bras du communisme.

Vous souffrez et vous souffrirez longtemps encore, car nous n’avons pas fini de
payer toutes nos fautes. L’épreuve est dure. Beaucoup de bons Frangais, et parmi eux
les paysans et les ouvriers, 'acceptent avec noblesse. Ils m’aident aujourd’hui a
supporter ma lourde tache.
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Mais il me faut mieux encore. Il me faut votre foi, la foi de votre coeur, la foi de votre
raison. Il me faut votre sagesse et votre patience. Vous ne les acquerrez que dans la
discipline que je vous impose et dont, seuls, les oublieux de notre Histoire ou les
adversaires de notre unité, cherchent a s’évader.

Rappelez-vous surtout que vous étes des hommes, les hommes d'une vieille et
glorieuse nation.

Ressaisissez-vous. Chassez vos alarmes. Venez a moi avec confiance.

Tous unis, nous sortirons de la nuit ol nous a plongés l'affreuse aventure.
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Broadcast to the People of Soviet Union
Tosif Stalin

June 08, 1941
Tosapumu! I'paxxnane!
bpates u cectpsi!
Botiter Hamreit apmuu u dioral
K Bam obOpararocs s, 1py3bs mou!

BeponoMHOe BOEHHOE HalaJeHUE THUTIEPOBCKOM I'epmanuu Ha Hamy Poauny,
Hayaroe 22 WIOHA, Mpojoibkaerca. HecMOTpsi Ha repouMdecKkoe COINpPOTUBIICHHE
KpacnHoit ApMun, HECMOTpsL Ha TO, YTO Jy4IlME AUBU3UU Bpara u Jy4dlllne 4YacTU €Tro
aBUALIMU YK€ pa30UTHI U HALIUIM ce0e MOTHITY Ha IMOJISIX CpaXkKeHUs!, Bpar MpoaoshKaeT
yTh BIepel], Opocas Ha (PPOHT HOBbIE CUJIbL. ['UTIEPOBCKHM BOMCKAM yIajoCh
3axBaTuUTh JIMTBY, 3HauMTenbHyr0 4acTh JlaTBum, 3amagHyiro yacte benopyccuw,
4acTh 3JamagHod YKpanHbl. (DalmncTcKas aBHALMS PaCIIMpPSAET PalOHBl JEHCTBUS
CBOMX OOMOapAMPOBIIMKOB, mMojBepras ©OombOapaupoBkam MypMmanck, Opiy,
Morunes, Cmonenck, Kues, Oneccy, CeBactonons. Han nHamenn PoauHoi HaBuCHa
cepbe3Hasi OaCHOCTb.

Kak morno cnyuutbes, yto Hama ciaBHas KpacHas Apmus cpana (ammcTCKUM
BOMCKaM psi/T HAIIMX TOPOJOB M paiioHOB? Heyxkenn Hemerko-(hanmcTCKue BOMCKa B
caMoOM JieJle SIBJIAIOTCS HEMOOeAMMBbIMU BOMCKAMH, KaKk 00 3TOM TpyOSIT HEyCTaHHO
dammcTckue xBacTiMBbIe mpomaranauctel? Konewno, ner! Mcropusi mokasbiBaerT,
YTO HENmoOEAMMBIX apMHii HEeT U He ObiBasio. Apmuio Hamoseona cuurtanu
HernobenuMon, HO OHa Obla pa3duTa MONEPEMEHHO PYCCKUMH, AHTIIMMCKUMU,
HEMEIKMMHU BoMckamu. Hemenkyroo apmuro Bumerensma B nepuos IepBOU
MMIEPUATUCTUYECKON BOWHBI TOXKE CUMTAIM HEmoOeauMoW apMuei, HO OHa
HECKOJIBKO pa3 Tepriesa MOpaXeHHs OT PYCCKUX M aHMIoQpaHIy3cKHX BoWck. U,
HaKoHell, Obula pa3duTa aHrio-gpaniy3ckumMu Boiickamu. To ke caMoe HYXHO
CKa3aTh O HBIHEIIHEW HeMeIlKo-pamucTckoi apmuu [wutnepa. Ota apmus He
BCTpEYaJIa €LIE CEPbE3HOTO CONMPOTUBIEHUS Ha KOHTMHEeHTe EBpombl. Tonpko Ha
Halleil TEPPUTOPUM BCTPETUIIA OHA CEPLE3HOE CONpOTUBIIEHNE. U eciin B pe3ynbTare
ATOrO COMPOTUBIEHUS Jy4IlIHe IUBU3UM HEMELKO-(DAIIUCTCKOW apMHMU OKa3ajHCh
pa3outeiMu  Hamed KpacHoih Apwmwuei!, TO 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO THUTIEPOBCKas
¢damucTckasi apMusi TakkKe MOXeT ObIThb pa3Outa W Oyner pa3dbuta, Kak ObUIH
pa3outel apmuu Hamoneona n Bunberensma.

Uro TpedyeTcs miist Toro, YToObl JTUKBUANPOBATH OMACHOCTh, HABUCIIYIO HAJI HaIleh
PonuHoMl, 1 kakue Mepbl HY>KHO MPUHSTH JIsl TOTO, YTOOBI pa3rpOMUThL Bpara?
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IIpexxne Bcero HeE0OXOAMMO, UTOOBI HAIM JIFOAM, COBETCKHE JIIOJM, MOHSUIM BCIO
IIIyOMHY OITaCHOCTH, KOTOpas YrpoXKaeT Hameld CTpaHe, W OTPCHIWINCh OT
Omaromymmwsi, oT OECIIEYHOCTH, OT HACTPOCHHH MHUPHOTO CTPOUTEIHCTBA, BIIOTHE
MOHSATHBIX B JIOBOEHHOE BpEMsi, HO MaryOHBIX B HACTOSIIEE BpeMs, KOTaa BOiHA
KOPEHHBIM 00pa3oM M3MEHHM MoJokeHue. Bpar sxkectok u HeymonmuMm. OH CTaBUT
CBOEH IIEJIBI0 3aXBAaT HAIIUX 3€MeEJIb, OJUTHIX HAIIIMM IOTOM, 3aXBaT HaIllero xjeda
u  Hamed HedTH, JOOBITHIX HammM TpyaoM. OH CTaBUT CBOEHM IIEJIBbIO
BOCCTAHOBJICHHE BJIACTH IIOMCIIMKOB, BOCCTAHOBJICHUE IlapU3Ma, pa3pyIICHHE
HAIlMOHAJIBHOW  KYJBTYPhl W  HAIMOHAJIBHON TOCYJapCTBEHHOCTH PYCCKUX,
YKpauHIEB, 0SI0PYCOB, JUTOBIIEB, JATHIIICH, 3CTOHIICB, Y30CKOB, TaTap, MOJIAaBaH,
IPY3HUH, apMsH, azepOaiipkaHIeB U APYrux cBoOOAHBIX HapoaoB CoBeTrckoro Coro3a,
X OHEMEUCHHE, UX IIpeBpallieHue B paboB HEMEIKMX KHs3el u OapoHOoB. Jleno unuer,
TaKuM 00pa3oM, 0 KU3HU U cMepTH COBETCKOTO TOCYJapCcTBa, O JKM3HU U CMEPTHU
HapoaoB CCCP, o tom — OwiTh Hapoaam CoBerckoro Coro3a CBOOOAHBIMHU WIIU
BIIACTh B Mopadormienne. HyXHO, 9TOOBI COBETCKHUE JTIOAM TOHSUIH 3TO U MEPECTaH
OBbITh 0€33a00THBIMHU, YTOOBI OHM MOOWJIM30BAIM CE€0SI U MEPECTPOUIIM BCIO CBOIO
paboTy Ha HOBBIM, BOCHHBIN JIaJl, HE 3HAIOIIUM MOIAJIbI Bpary.

HeoOxonumo, nanee, 4ToObl B HalIMX psijax HE ObUIO MECTa HBITMKAM U Tpycam,
NaHUKepaM M Je3epTupaM, 4yTOObl HAIIM JIIOAM HE 3HAJIM CTpaxa B OoppOe H
CaMOOTBEPKEHHO LM Ha Hauly OTe4eCTBEHHYI0 OCBOOOJUTENBHYIO BOWHY IPOTUB
(amucTCKuX MOpadOTHUTEIEH.

Boitny ¢ ¢ammuctckoit ['epmanueit Helmb3si cuuTaTh BOMHOM 00bIuHON. OHA sBJISIETCS
HE TOJIBKO BOMHOM MEXAy ABYMs apMusMU. OHa SBISIETCA BMECTE C TEM BEIMKOU
BOIHOM BCEr0 COBETCKOT0 HApPOJ1a MPOTHB HEMELKO-(DATUCTCKUX BOMCK.

B nensax 6sicTpoii MoOmm3aiuu Beex cuil HaponoB CCCP mis npoBefieHUs: oTropa
Bpary, BEPOJIOMHO HamaBlieMy Ha Hamy PoauHy, co3zaH [ocynapCTBEHHBIN
Komurer O00poHBI, B pyKax KOTOPOro TENEPh COCPEAOTOUEHA BCS MOTHOTA BJIACTU B
rocyaapctse. ['ocynapcrBennbiii Komuter OO0OpOHBI NPUCTYNHI K CBOEH padoTe U
MIPU3BIBAET BECh HAPOJ CIUIOTUTHCS BOKpYr naptum Jlemmna — CranuHa, BOKPYT
CoOBETCKOro MpaBUTENBCTBA IS CAMOOTBEP)KEHHON moaaepkku KpacHoit Apmun u
Kpacnaoro ®nora, 17151 pasrpoma Bpara, s mooesl.

Bce Hamm cuiibl — Ha MOAJIEPKKY Haiiedl repoumueckoil KpacHoit Apmuu, Hamiero
cnaBHoro Kpacnoro ®mnotal

Bce cuiel Hapoaa — Ha pa3rpom Bpara!

Bnepen, 3a namry notemy!
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You do your Worst and We will do our Best
Winston Churchill
July 14, 1941

London is so vast and so strong, she’s like a prehistoric monster into whose
armoured hide showers of arrows can be shot in vain. But a frightful measure of
cruelty has been inflicted upon the great cities and seaports of the country and I say
here — when we are entitled to speak of London particularly — I say here that we
honour them for their constancy in a comradeship of suffering, of endurance and of
triumph. That comradeship under this unprecedented novel pressure — hideous
pressure, applied to modern communities — has united us all and it has proved to the
world the quality of our island life.

I have no doubt whatever — as I said to the forces, the civil defense forces, in Hyde
Park this morning — that the behavior of the British People under this trial gains
them conquests in the mind, spirit and sympathy of the United States of America,
which sweeps into an ignominious corner all the finest tricks of Goebbels’
propaganda.

We have to ask ourselves this question: “Will the bombing attacks of last autumn
and winter come back again?”. Mr. Chairman, we are proceeding under the
assumption that they will.

Some months ago I requested my right honorable friend, the Home Secretary and
Ministry of Home Security, and his principal colleagues, the Minister of Health and
others, to make every preparation for the autumn and winter war, as if we should
have to go through the same ordeal as last year only rather worse. I am assured that
everything is being done in accordance with those directions. The shelters are being
strengthened, improved, lightened and warmed. All arrangements for fire control
and fire watching are being improved, perfected. Many new arrangements are being
contrived after the results of the hard experience through which we have passed,
and the many mistakes no doubt we have made. Our success is the result of making
many mistakes and learning from experience.

In the lull many new arrangements have been made, and if the lull is to end, if the
storm is to renew itself, London will be ready, London will not wince, London can
take it again.

We ask no favours of the enemy.

We seek from them no compunction.
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On the contrary, if tonight the people of London were asked to cast their vote
whether a convention should be entered into to stop the bombing of all cities, the
overwhelming majority would cry: “No, we will mete out to the Germans the
measure, and more than the measure, they have meted out to us”. The people of
London with one voice would say to Hitler: “You have committed every crime under
the sun. Where you have been the least resisted there you have been most brutal. It
was you who began the indiscriminate bombing. We remember Warsaw in the very
first few days of the war. We remember Rotterdam. We have been newly reminded
of your habits by the hideous massacre in Belgrade. We know too well the bestial
assault you are making upon the Russian people, to whom our hearts go out in their
valiant struggle. We will have no truce or parley with you, or the grisly gang who
work your wicked will. You do your worst — and we will do our best!”.

Perhaps it may be our turn soon; perhaps it may be our turn now.

All engaged in our civil defense forces, whether in London or throughout the
country, must prepare themselves, ladies and gentlemen, for further heavy assaults.
Your organizations, your vigilance, your devotion to duty, your zeal for the cause,
must be raised to the highest intensity.

We do not expect to hit without being hit back, and we intend with every week that
passes to hit harder. Prepare yourselves then, my friends and comrades in the Battle
of London, for this renewal of your exertions. We shall never turn from our
purpose, however somber the road, however grievous the cost, because we know
that out of this time of trial and tribulation will be born a new freedom and glory for
all mankind.
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On US Intervention

Wendell Willkie
July 23, 1941

Let us then frankly recognize the issue with which we are faced: it is the issue of
freedom.

Our task today is to make freedom strong.

Democracies love peace and for that very reason Hitler was able to attack them

unprepared. It is true that we should — all of us — have taken alarm sooner than we
did.

We should have begun to prepare the moment the rise of Hitler revealed our danger
— but we did not: and the result is a desperate need for speed, a desperate need for
action.

We let things go so long that we cannot now first build up our own defenses and
then turn around to see whom we can help.

We cannot spare a day in rendering assistance to all who are providing first line
defenses for us, and we must render that assistance even though it means a delay in
building up the defense within our own shores.

It means that we must spend every eftort to keep Britain afloat. And let us be very
clear to this fact: we cannot keep Britain atloat with bare words, we cannot keep
Britain afloat with no risks and undelivered goods.

Any such policy spells destruction. It is the most dangerous course that America
could possibly pursue. We cannot defend freedom that way.

It is hard — very hard — to face the terrible necessities of this situation.

We did not want to take over Iceland; yet every man dedicated to the preservation
of freedom must see that that move was absolutely necessary.

We don’t want to have to escort our merchant ships through the perilous waters of
the North Atlantic. But the defense and strengthening of freedom is going to
require that also. And where the strengthening and defense of freedom requires that
we act, let us act like a people who have known what freedom means, who value it
and are who are determined never to be deprived of it.
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Speech On War Production
Winston Churchill
July 29, 1941

I have now described to the Committee a number of solid factors which have fallen
upon us since the Dunkirk period, all of which have tended to obstruct and reduce
output. I should like to give the Committee some facts and figures to show how far
we have succeeded, by improved organization and by the smoother running of our
expanding machinery, in overcoming these adverse currents which I have set out at
length.

But here I encounter a new difficulty.

[ am told we cannot have these Debates in Secret Session: they must be in public.
The Germans must read in two or three days every word we say, and therefore I
cannot give actual figures. In addition, I am told by my honourable friends to “let us
have none of those comparative percentages; let us not be told that we are
producing half as much again or double what we produced this time last year,
because we were producing nothing last year or something like it”. As my
honourable friend said — it is a Lancashire saying — “twice naught is naught”. So,
according to these critics, I am inhibited from all vindicatory comparisons. I must
not say how much better we are than at this time last year when, after all, we had
been at war for ten or eleven months, and so were presumably making something. I
must not say how much better we are than at the twenty-third month of the last
war, nor how our output compares with the peak of the last war, because it is
contended conditions have changed.

This is rather easy money for the critics. A handful of Members can fill a couple of
days’ Debate with disparaging charges against our war effort, and every ardent or
disaftected section of the Press can take it up, and the whole can cry a dismal
cacophonous chorus of stinking fish all round the world. But no answer must be
made, nothing must be said to show the giant war effort, the prodigy of national
zeal, which excites the astonishment of friend and foe, which will command the
admiration of history, and which has kept us alive.

I defy these tyrannical prohibitions. I intend to make comparisons, both with the
Dunkirk datum period and with the similar and peak periods of the last war. Despite
all the troubles I have enumerated, the Ministry of Supply output in the last three
months has been one third greater than in the three months of the Dunkirk period.
Though our Navy, Army and Air Force are larger, the Ministry has one third more
people working in its factories. Thus — despite dilutions, dispersions, reduced food,
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the blackout, and all the troubles I have described — each man is turning out, on the
whole, each day, as much as he did in that time of almost superhuman effort after
Dunkirk. Let me present the balance-sheet. One third more workers and one third
more output is quits. But all the adverse factors I have described have somehow or
other been cancelled out by superior development of our machinery and
organization. We have made, in the last three months, more than twice the field
guns we made in the Dunkirk period. The ammunition we are turning out is half as
much again. The combined merchant and naval shipbuilding now in active progress
is bigger — not only in scale but in current daily volume of execution — than it was at
any period in the last war, and, of course, the work now is immeasurably more
complex than it was then.

We are told how badly labor is behaving, and then a lot of people who never did a
day’s hard work in their lives are out after them. Again I claim to look back to the
last war. In that war we had many bitter and devastating strikes, and in the final
two years nearly twelve million working days were lost through labor disputes. So
far, in the whole twenty-three months of this war, we have lost less than two million
days. I was anxious to have the latest information about trade disputes in the
country. I received, a few minutes before I rose to speak, a report that at eleven
o’clock there was no stoppage of work of any kind arising from a trade dispute in
any part of Great Britain.

[t is the fashion nowadays to abuse the Minister of Labor. He is a workman, a trade
union leader. He 1s taunted with being an unskilled laborer representing an
unskilled union. I dare say he gives offence in some quarters; he has his own
methods of speech and action. He has a frightful load to carry; he has a job to do
which none would envy. He makes mistakes, like I do, though not so many or so
serious — he has not got the same opportunities. At any rate he is producing, at this
moment, though perhaps on rather expensive terms, a vast and steady volume of
taithful effort, the like of which has not been seen before. And if you tell me that the
results he produces do not compare with those of totalitarian systems of
government and society, I reply by saying: “We shall know more about that when
we get to the end of the story”.

I dare say that some of our critics will not like this kind of talk. They call it
complacency. Living in comparative idleness, they wish to lash the toilers of body
and mind to further exertions. To state facts which are true and encouraging is to
be accused of a cheap and facile optimism. Our critics do not like it; neither do the
Germans, though for different reasons. But I consider that if, for days on end, the
whole national effort is disparaged and insulted, and if, all over the world, we are
depicted by our friends and countrymen as slack, rotten and incompetent, we are
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entitled — nay, it becomes a pressing duty — to restore the balance by presenting the
truth.

When I look out upon the whole tumultuous scene of this ever-widening war, I feel
it my duty to conclude by giving a very serious warning to the House and to the
country.

We must be on our guard equally against pessimism and against optimism.

There are, no doubt, temptations to optimism. It is a fact that the mighty Russian
State, so foully and treacherously assaulted, has struck back with magnificent
strength and courage, and is inflicting prodigious and well-deserved slaughter for
the first time upon the Nazi armies. It is a fact that the United States, the greatest
single Power in the world, is giving us aid on a gigantic scale and advancing in
rising wrath and conviction to the very verge of the war. It is a fact that the German
air superiority has been broken, and that the air attacks on this country have for the
time being almost ceased. It is a fact that the Battle of the Atlantic, although far
from won, has, partly through American intervention, moved impressively in our
tavour. It is a fact that the Nile Valley is now far safer than it was twelve months
ago or three months ago. It is a fact that the enemy has lost all pretence of theme or
doctrine, and is sunk ever deeper in moral and intellectual degradation and
bankruptcy, and that almost all his conquests have proved burdens and sources of
weakness.

But all these massive towering facts, which we are entitled to dwell on, must not
lead us for a moment to suppose that the worst is over.

The formidable power of Nazi Germany, the vast mass of destructive munitions that
they have made or captured, the courage, skill and audacity of their striking forces,
the ruthlessness of their centralized war direction, the prostrate condition of so
many great peoples under their yoke, the resources of so many lands which may to
some extent become available to them — all these restrain rejoicing and forbid the
slightest relaxation.

It would be madness for us to suppose that Russia or the United States 1s going to
win this war for us. The invasion season is at hand. All the Armed Forces have been
warned to be at concert pitch by September 01, and to maintain the utmost vigilance
meanwhile. We have to reckon with a gambler’s desperation. We have to reckon
with a criminal who by a mere gesture has decreed the death of three or four million
of Russian and German soldiers.

We stand here still the champions.

If we fail, all fails — and if we fall, all will fall together.

It is only by a superb, intense and prolonged effort of the whole British Empire that
the great combination of about three quarters of the human race against Nazidom
will come into vehement and dynamic life. For more than a year we have been all
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alone: all alone, we have had to guard the treasure of mankind. Although there have
been profound and encouraging changes in the situation, our own vital and
commanding responsibilities remain undiminished; and we shall discharge them
only by continuing to pour out in the common cause the utmost endeavors of our
strength and virtue and, if need be, to profter the last drop of our heart’s blood.
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The Atlantic Charter
Winston Churchill
August 14, 1941

The President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister, Mr.
Churchill, representing His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, being
met together, deem it right to make known certain common principles in the
national policies of their respective countries on which they base their hopes for a
better future for the world.

First: their countries seek no aggrandizement, territorial or other.

Second: they desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with the freely
expressed wishes of the peoples concerned.

Third: they respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under
which they will live; and they wish to see sovereign rights and self government
restored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them.

Fourth: they will endeavor, with due respect for their existing obligations, to
tfurther the enjoyment by all States, great or small, victor or vanquished, of access,
on equal terms, to the trade and to the raw materials of the world which are needed
tor their economic prosperity.

Fifth: they desire to bring about the fullest collaboration between all nations in the
economic field with the object of securing, for all, improved labor standards,
economic advancement and social security.

Sixth: after the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny, they hope to see established a
peace which will afford to all nations the means of dwelling in safety within their
own boundaries, and which will afford assurance that all the men in all the lands
may live out their lives in freedom from fear and want.

Seventh: such a peace should enable all men to traverse the high seas and oceans
without hindrance.

Eighth: they believe that all of the nations of the world, for realistic as well as
spiritual reasons must come to the abandonment of the use of force. Since no future
peace can be maintained if land, sea or air armaments continue to be employed by
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nations which threaten, or may threaten, aggression outside of their frontiers, they
believe, pending the establishment of a wider and permanent system of general
security, that the disarmament of such nations is essential. They will likewise aid
and encourage all other practicable measures which will lighten for peace-loving
peoples the crushing burden of armaments.
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After the Meeting with President Roosevelt
Winston Churchill
August 24, 1941

I thought you would like me to tell you something about the voyage which I made
across the ocean to meet our great friend, the President of the United States.

Exactly where we met is a secret, but I don’t think I shall be indiscreet it I go so far
as to say that it was somewhere in the Atlantic. In a spacious, land-locked bay which
reminded me of the west coast of Scotland, powerful American warships, protected
by strong flotillas and far-ranging aircraft, awaited our arrival and, as it were,
stretched out a hand to help us in.

Our party arrived in the newest, or almost the newest, British battleship, the Prince
of Wales, with a modest escort of British and Canadian destroyers.

And there for three days I spent my time in company — and I think I may say in
comradeship — with Mr. Roosevelt, while all the time the chiefs of the staft and naval
and military commanders, both of the British Empire and of the United States, sat
together in continual council.

President Roosevelt is the thrice-chosen head of the most powerful State and
community in the world. I am the servant of King and Parliament, at present
charged with the principal direction of our affairs in these fateful times. And it is my
duty also to make sure — as I have made sure — that anything I say or do in the
exercise of my office is approved and sustained by the whole British Commonwealth
of Nations.

Therefore this meeting was bound to be important because of the enormous forces —
at present only partially mobilized, but steadily mobilizing — which are at the
disposal of these two major groupings of the human family, the British Empire and
the United States — who, fortunately for the progress of mankind, happen to speak
the same language and very largely think the same thoughts, or anyhow, think a lot
of the same thoughts.

The meeting was, therefore, symbolic. That is its prime importance. It symbolizes,
in a form and manner which everyone can understand in every land and in every
clime, the deep underlying unities which stir and, at decisive moments, rule the
English-speaking peoples throughout the world. Would it be presumptuous for me
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to say that it symbolizes something even more majestic — namely, the marshalling of
the good forces of the world against the evil forces which are now so formidable and
triumphant and which have cast their cruel spell over the whole of Europe and a
large part of Asia?

This was a meeting which marks forever in the pages of history the taking up by the
English-speaking nations, amid all this peril, tumult and confusion, of the guidance
of the fortunes of the broad toiling masses in all the continents, and our loyal eftort,
without any clog of selfish interest, to lead them forward out of the miseries into
which they have been plunged, back to broad high road of freedom and justice. This
is the highest honour and the most glorious opportunity which could ever have
come to any branch of the human race.

When one beholds how many currents of extraordinary and terrible events have
flowed together to make this harmony, even the most skeptical person must have
the feeling that we all have the chance to play our part and do our duty in some
great design, the end of which no mortal can foresee.

Awtul and horrible things I have seen in these days.

The whole of Europe has been wrecked and trampled down by the mechanical
weapons and barbaric fury of the Nazis.

The most deadly instruments of war science have been joined to the extreme
refinements of treachery and the most brutal exhibitions of ruthlessness and thus
have formed a combine of aggression, the like of which has never been known,
betore which the rights, the traditions, the characteristics and the structure of many
ancient, honoured States and peoples have been laid prostrate and are now ground
down under the heel and terror of a monster.

The Austrians, the Czechs, the Poles, the Norwegians, the Danes, the Belgians, the
Dutch, the Greeks, the Croats and the Serbs, above all the great French Nation,
have been stunned and pinioned.

[taly, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria — have bought a shameful respite by becoming
the jackals of the tiger. But their situation is very little difterent and will presently
be indistinguishable from that of his victims.

Sweden, Spain and Turkey stand appalled, wondering which will be struck down
next. Here then is the vast pit into which all the most famous States and races of
Europe have been flung and from which, unaided, they can never climb.
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But all this did not satiate Adolf Hitler.

He made a treaty of nonaggression with Soviet Russia, just as he made one with
Turkey, in order to keep them quiet until he was ready to attack them. And then,
nine weeks ago today, without a vestige of provocation, he hurled millions of
soldiers with all their apparatus upon the neighbor he had called his friend with the
avowed object of destroying Russia and tearing her in pieces.

This frightful business is now unfolding day by day before our eyes. Here is a devil
who, in a mere spasm of his pride and lust for domination, can condemn two or three
millions, perhaps it may be many more, of human beings to speedy and violent
death. Let Russia be blotted out. “Let Russia be destroyed”, “Order the armies to
advance”: such were his decrees. Accordingly, from the Arctic Ocean to the Black
Sea, six or seven millions of soldiers are locked in mortal struggle.

Ah, but this time it was not so easy. This time it was not all one way. The Russian
Armies and all the peoples of the Russian Republic have rallied to the defense of
their hearths and homes.

For the first time Nazi blood has flowed 1n a fearful flood.

Certainly a million and a half, perhaps two millions of Nazi cannon-fodder, have
bitten the dust of the endless plains of Russia. The tremendous battle rages along
nearly two thousand miles of front. The Russians fight with magnificent devotion.
Not only that, our generals who have visited the Russian front line report with
admiration the efficiency of their military organization and the excellence of their
equipment. The aggressor is surprised, startled, staggered. For the first time in his
experience mass murder has become unprofitable. He retaliates by the most frighttul
cruelties.

As his armies advance, whole districts are being exterminated.

Scores of thousands, literally scores of thousands of executions in cold blood are
being perpetrated by the German police troops upon the Russian patriots who
defend their native soil.

Since the Mongol invasions of Europe in the sixteenth century there has never been
methodical, merciless butchery on such a scale or approaching such a scale. And this
is but the beginning. Famine and pestilence have yet to follow in the bloody ruts of
Hitler’s tanks.
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We are in the presence of a crime without a name.
But Europe is not the only continent to be tormented and devastated by aggression.

For five long years the Japanese military factions, seeking to emulate the style of
Hitler and Mussolini, taking all their posturing as if it were a new European
revelation, have been invading and harrying the five hundred million inhabitants of
China. Japanese armies have been wandering about that vast land in futile
excursions, carrying with them carnage, ruin and corruption, and calling it: “the
Chinese incident”. Now, they stretch a grasping hand into the southern seas of
China. They snatch Indo-China from the wretched Vichy French. They menace by
their movements Siam, menace Singapore, the British link with Australasia, and
menace the Philippine Islands under the protection of the United States.

It is certain that this has got to stop. Every effort will be made to secure a peacetul
settlement. The United States are laboring with infinite patience to arrive at a fair
and amicable settlement which will give Japan the utmost reassurance for her
legitimate interests.

We earnestly hope these negotiations will succeed. But this I must say: that if these
hopes should fail we shall, of course, range ourselves unhesitatingly at the side of
the United States.

And thus we come back to the quiet bay, somewhere in the Atlantic, where misty
sunshine plays on great ships which carry the White Ensign or the Stars and
Stripes.

We had the idea when we met there, the President and I, that without attempting to
draw final and formal peace aims, or war aims, it was necessary to give all peoples,
and especially the oppressed and conquered peoples, a simple, rough-and-ready
wartime statement of the goal towards which the British Commonwealth and the
United States mean to make their way, and thus make a way for others to march
with them on a road which will certainly be painful and may be long.

There are, however, two distinct and marked differences in this joint declaration
from the attitude adopted by the Allies during the latter part of the last war, and no
one should overlook them.

The United States and Great Britain do not now assume that there will never be
any more war again. On the contrary, we intend to take ample precaution to prevent
its renewal in any period we can foresee by effectively disarming the guilty nations
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while remaining suitably protected ourselves. The second diftference is this: that
instead of trying to ruin German trade by all kinds of additional trade barriers and
hindrances — as was the mood of 1917 — we have definitely adopted the view that it
is not in the interests of the world and of our two countries that any large nation
should be unprosperous or shut out from the means of making a decent living for
itself'and its people by its industry and enterprise.

These are far-reaching changes of principle upon which all countries should ponder.

Above all, it was necessary to give hope and the assurance of final victory to those
many scores of millions of men and women who are battling for life and freedom or
who are already bent down under the Nazi yoke.

Hitler and his confederates have for some time past been adjuring and beseeching
the populations whom they have wronged and injured to bow to their fate, to resign
themselves to their servitude and, for the sake of some mitigation and indulgences,
to collaborate — that is the word — in what is called the New Order in Europe.

What is this new order which they seek to fasten first upon Europe and, if possible —
for their ambitions are boundless — upon all the continents of the globe?

It is the rule of the Herrenvolk, the master race, who are to put an end to
democracy, to parliaments, to the fundamental freedoms and decencies of ordinary
men and women, to the historic rights of nations, and give them in exchange the
iron rule of Prussia, the universal goose-step and the strict efficient discipline
enforced upon the working classes by the political police, with the German
concentration camps and firing parties, now so busy in a dozen lands, always handy
in the background.

There 1s the new order.

Napoleon in his glory and genius spread his empire far and wide. There was a time
when only the snows of Russia and the white cliffs of Dover with their guardian
tfleets stood between him and the dominion of the world. Napoleon’s armies had a
theme. They carried with them the surges of the French Revolution: Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity — that was the cry. There was a sweeping away of outworn,
medieval systems and aristocratic privilege. There was the land for the people, a
new code of law. Nevertheless, Napoleon’s empire vanished like a dream.

But Hitler — Hitler has no theme, naught but mania, appetite and exploitation. He
has, however, weapons and machinery for grinding down and for holding down
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conquered countries which are the product, the sadly perverted product, of modern
science.

The ordeals, therefore, of the conquered peoples will be hard. We must give them
hope. We must give them the conviction that their sufferings and their resistances
will not be in vain.

The tunnel may be dark and long, but at the end there is light: that is the symbolism
and that is the message of the Atlantic Meeting.

Do not despair, brave Norwegians! Your land shall be cleansed not only from the
invader but from the filthy Quislings who are his tools.

Be strong in your souls, Czechs! Your independence shall be restored.

Poles! The heroism of your people, standing up to cruel oppressors, the courage of
your soldiers, sailors and airmen shall not be forgotten. Your country shall live
again and resume its righttul part in the new organization of Europe.

Lift up your heads, gallant Frenchmen! Not all the infamies of Darlan and of Laval
shall stand between you and the restoration of your birthright.

Stout-hearted Dutch, Belgians, Luxembourgers! Tormented, mishandled,
shamefully cast away peoples of Yugoslavia!l Glorious Greece now subjected to the
crowning insult of the rule of the Italian jackanapes! Yield not an inch. Keep your
souls clean from all contact with the Nazis. Make them feel even in their fleeting
hour of brutish triumph that they are the moral outcasts of mankind. Help is
coming. Mighty forces are arming in your behalf. Have faith, have hope: deliverance
is sure.

There is the signal which we have flashed across the waters, and if it reaches the
hearts of those to whom it is sent they will endure with fortitude and tenacity their
present misfortune in the sure faith that they, too, are still serving the common
cause and that our efforts will not be in vain.

You will, perhaps, have noticed that the President of the United States and the
British Representative, in what is aptly called the Atlantic Charter, have jointly
pledged their countries to the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny. That is a solemn
and grave undertaking. It must be made good. It will be made good. And, of course,
many practical arrangements to fulfill that purpose have been and are being
organized and set in motion.
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The question has been asked: “How near is the United States to war?”. There is
certainly one man who knows the answer to that question. If Hitler has not yet
declared war upon the United States it is surely not out of his love for American
institutions. It is certainly not because he could not find a pretext. He has murdered
half a dozen countries for far less. Fear — fear of immediately redoubling the
tremendous energies now being employed against him — Is no doubt the restraining
influence. But the real reason is, I am sure, to be found in the method to which he
has so taithfully adhered and by which he has gained so much.

What is that method? It is a very simple method. One by one — that is his plan; that
is his guiding rule; that is the trick by which he has enslaved so large a portion of
the world.

Three and a half years ago I appealed to my fellow-countrymen to take the lead in
weaving together a strong defensive union within the principles of the League of
Nations, a union of all the countries who felt themselves in ever-growing danger.
But none would listen. All stood idle while Germany rearmed.

Czechoslovakia was subjugated. A French Government deserted their faithful ally
and broke a plighted word in that ally’s hour of need. Russia was cajoled and
deceived into a kind of neutrality or partnership while the French Army was being
annihilated. The Low Countries and the Scandinavian Countries acting with France
and Great Britain in good time even after the war had begun, might have altered its
course and would have had at any rate a fighting chance. The Balkan States had
only to stand together to save themselves from the ruin by which they are now
engulfed. But one by one they were undermined and overwhelmed. Never was the
career of crime made more smooth.

Now Hitler is striking at Russia with all his might, well knowing the difficulties of
geography which stand between Russia and the aid which the Western democracies
are trying to bring. We shall strive our utmost to overcome all difficulties and to
bring this aid. We have arranged for a conference in Moscow between the United
States, British and Russian authorities to settle the whole plan. No barrier must
stand in the way.

But why is Hitler striking at Russia and inflicting this suffering on himself, or
rather making his soldiers suffer this frightful slaughter? It is with the declared
object of turning his whole force upon the British Islands and, if he can succeed in
beating the life and strength out of us — which is not so easy — then is the moment
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when he will settle his account, and it is already a long one, with the people of the
United States and generally with the Western Hemisphere.

One by one — there is the process; there is the simple dismal plan which has served
Hitler so well. It needs but one final successful application to make him the master
of the world.

[ am devoutly thankful that some eyes at least are fully opened to it while time
remains. I rejoice to find that the President saw in their true light and proportion
the dangers by which the American people, as well as the British people, are now
beset. It was indeed by the mercy of God that he began eight years ago that revival
of the strength of the American Navy without which the New World today would
have to take its orders from the European dictators, but with which the United
States still retains the power to marshal her gigantic strength and, in saving herself,
render an incomparable service to mankind.

We had a church parade on the Sunday in our Atlantic bay. The President came on
to the quarterdeck of the Prince of Wales where there were mingled together many
hundreds of American and British sailors and marines. The sun shone bright and
warm while we all sang the old hymns which are our common inheritance and
which we learned as children in our homes. We sang the hymn founded on the
Psalm which John Hampden’s soldiers sang when they bore his body to the grave
and in which the brief precarious span of human life is contrasted with the
immutability of Him, to whom a thousand ages are but as yesterday and as a watch
that is past in the night.

We sang the sailors’ hymn “For Those in Peril”, and there are very many in peril on
the sea. We sang “Onward, Christian Soldiers”, and indeed I felt that this was no
vain presumption, but that we had the right to feel that we were serving a cause for
the sake of which a trumpet has sounded from on high.

When I looked upon that densely packed congregation of the fighting men of the
same language, of the same faith, of the same fundamental laws, of the same ideals
and to a large extent of the same interests and certainly in difterent degrees facing
the same dangers, it swept across me that here was the only hope, but also the sure
hope, of saving the world from merciless degradation.

And so we came back across the ocean waves uplifted in spirit, fortified in resolve.
Some American destroyers, which were carrying mails to the United States Marines
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in Iceland, happened to be going the same way too, so we made a goodly company at
sea together.

And when we were right out in mid-passage one afternoon a noble sight broke on
the view. We overtook one of the convoys which carry the munitions and supplies of
the New World to sustain the champions of freedom in the Old.

The whole horizon — the whole broad horizon — seemed filled with ships. Seventy or
eighty ships of all kinds and sizes, arrayed in fourteen lines, each of which could
have been drawn with a ruler, hardly a wisp of smoke, not a straggler, but all
bristling with cannon and other precautions on which I will not dwell, and all
surrounded by their British escorting vessels, while overhead the far-ranging
Catalina airboats soared, vigilant, protecting eagles in the sky.

And then I felt that hard and terrible and long-drawn-out as this struggle may be,
we shall not be denied the strength to do our duty to the end.
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We still are Master of our Fate
Winston Churchill
September 09, 1941

Late in July I learned that the President of the United States would welcome a
meeting with me in order to survey the entire world position in relation to the
several and common interests of our respective countries.

As I was sure that Parliament would approve, I obtained His Majesty’s permission
to leave the country.

[ crossed the Atlantic Ocean in one of our latest battleships to meet the President at
a convenient place. I was, as the House knows, accompanied by the First Sea Lord,
the Chief of the Imperial General Staft, and the Vice Chief of the Air Staff, together
with the Permanent Secretary to the Foreign Office and others.

We were therefore in a position to discuss with the President and with his technical
advisers every question relating to the war and to the state of affairs after the war.

Important conclusions were reached on four main topics.

First of all, on the Eight-Point Declaration of the broad principles and aims which
guide and govern the actions of the British and United States Governments and
peoples amid the many dangers by which they are beset in these times.

Secondly, on measures to be taken to help Russia to resist the hideous onslaught
which Hitler has made upon her.

Thirdly, the policy to be pursued towards Japan in order, if possible, to put a stop to
turther encroachment in the Far East likely to endanger the safety or interests of
Great Britain or the United States and thus, by timely action, prevent the spreading
of the war to the Pacific Ocean.

Fourthly, there was a large number of purely technical matters which were dealt
with, and close personal relations were established between high naval, military and
air authorities of both countries.

[ have, as the House knows, hitherto consistently deprecated the formulation of
peace aims or war aims — however you put it — by His Majesty’s Government, at this
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stage. I deprecate it at this time, when the end of the war is not in sight, when the
conflict sways to and fro with alternating fortunes and when conditions and
associations at the end of the war are unforeseeable.

But a Joint Declaration by Great Britain and the United States is an event of a
totally different nature. Although the principles in the Declaration, and much of the
language, have long been familiar to the British and American democracies, the fact
that it is a United Declaration sets up a milestone or monument which needs only
the stroke of victory to become a permanent part of the history of human progress.

The purpose of the Joint Declaration signed by President Roosevelt and myself on
August 12, is stated in the Preamble to be “to make known certain common
principles in the national policies of our respective countries on which they base
their hopes for a better future for the world”.

No words are needed to emphasise the future promise held out to the world by such
a Joint Declaration by the United States and Great Britain. I need only draw
attention, for instance, to the phrase “after the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny”
to show the profound and vital character of the solemn agreement into which we
have jointly entered.

Questions have been asked, and will no doubt be asked, as to exactly what is implied
by this or that point, and explanations have been invited. It is a wise rule that when
two parties have agreed a statement one of them shall not thereafter — without
consultation with the other — seek to put special or strained interpretations upon
this or that passage. I propose, theretfore, to speak today only in an exclusive sense.

First, the Joint Declaration does not try to explain how the broad principles
proclaimed by it are to be applied to each and every case, which will have to be dealt
with when the war comes to an end. It would not be wise for us, at this moment, to
be drawn into laborious discussions on how it is to fit all the manifold problems
with which we shall be taced after the war.

Secondly, the Joint Declaration does not qualify in any way the various statements
of policy which have been made from time to time about the development of
constitutional government in India, Burma or other parts of the British Empire. We
are pledged by the Declaration of August 1940, to help India to obtain free and
equal partnership in the British Commonwealth with ourselves — subject, of course,
to the fulfilment of obligations arising from our long connection with India and our
responsibilities to its many creeds, races and interests. Burma also is covered by our
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considered policy of establishing Burmese self~government and by the measures
already in progress.

At the Atlantic meeting we had in mind, primarily, the restoration of the
sovereignty, self-government and national life of the States and nations of Europe
now under the Nazi yoke, and the principles governing any alterations in the
territorial boundaries which may have to be made.

So that is quite a separate problem from the progressive evolution of self-governing
institutions in the regions and peoples which owe allegiance to the British Crown.

We have made declarations on these matters which are complete in themselves, free
from ambiguity and related to the conditions and circumstances of the territories
and peoples affected.

They will be found to be entirely in harmony with the high conception of freedom
and justice which inspired the Joint Declaration.

Since we last met the Battle of the Atlantic has been going on unceasingly. In his
attempt to blockade and starve out this Island by U-boat and air attack and the very
tormidable combination of U-boat and air attacks the enemy continually changes his
tactics. Driven from one beat, he goes to another. Chased from home waters, driven
from the approaches to this island, he proceeds to the other side of the Atlantic.
Increasingly hampered by United States patrols in the North Atlantic, he develops
his malice in the South. We follow hard upon his track, and sometimes we anticipate
his tactics.

But it is not desirable to give him too precise or, above all, too early information of
the success or failure of each of his various manoeuvres, and 1t was therefore decided
that the publication of our shipping losses at regular monthly intervals should cease.

Accordingly, no statement of losses has been published for July and August, and I
do not think the time has come to give the actual figures yet. The public, and indeed
the whole world, have however derived the impression that things have gone much
better in those two months. I cannot deny that this is so.

The improvement in the sea war manifests itself in two directions. In the first place,
there is a very great falling off in the sinkings of British and Allied ships, with a
corresponding increase in the tonnage of invaluable cargoes safely landed on our
shores. The estimates which I made at the beginning of the year of the volume of
our importations for 1941 — and which I mentioned to the House on another

37



www.wartimespeeches.net section 06 - the Attack on Soviet Union

occasion, to which it would be improper to refer: the secret session — look to me as if
they would not only be made good but exceeded. The second improvement is the
extraordinary rise during the last three months in the destruction of German and
[talian shipping. This has been achieved very largely by the development of new and
brilliant tactics by the Coastal Command and the Royal Air Force bombing
squadrons, acting with the Coastal Command.

To the exploits of the Air Force must be added those of our submarines.

I have for some time looked for an opportunity of paying a tribute to our
submarines. There is no branch of His Majesty’s Forces which in this war has
suffered the same proportion of fatal loss as our submarine service. It is the most
dangerous of all the Services. That is perhaps the reason why the First Lord tells
me that entry into it is keenly sought by officers and men. I feel the House would
wish to testify its gratitude and admiration for our submarine crews, for their skill
and devotion, which have proved of inestimable value to the life of our country.

There are other perils which have been overcome and other labours of splendid
quality which have been performed unknown, or almost unknown, to the public. I
mentioned some of these to the House upon a private occasion, and it has been
suggested to me that this particular reference should also obtain publicity. The first
deals with the anti-mining service. We do not hear much about the mine menace
now. Yet almost every night 30 or 40 enemy aeroplanes are casting these
destructive engines, with all their ingenious variations, at the most likely spots to
catch our shipping.

The attack, which began in November, 1939 — which began, indeed, when the war
opened — with the ordinary moored mine laid by night in the approaches to our
harbours, was succeeded before the end of 1939 by the magnetic mine, with all its
mysterious terrors, and is now waged continually by the acoustic mine as well as the
magnetic in many dangerous combinations.

We do not hear much about all this now because, by the resources of British science
and British organisation, it has been largely mastered. We do not hear much about
it because 20,000 men and 1,000 ships toil ceaselessly with many strange varieties of
apparatus to clear the ports and channels every morning of the deadly deposits of
the night. You will remember the lines of Kipling:

Mines reported in the fairway,
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warn all traffic and detain.
Sent up Unity, Claribel, Assyrian, Stormcock, and Golden Gain.

This is going on night after night, day after day, and it may well be imagined, as the
service has to be performed in all weathers and constantly under the attack of the
enemy, how excellent is the service rendered by the brave and faithful men engaged
in it. We do not hear much about them because this work is done in secret and in
silence, and we live on. We take it as a matter of course, like the feats of the salvage
service, to which I must also refer. The salvage service has recovered, since the
beginning of the war, in every circumstance of storm and difficulty, upwards of
1,000,000 tons of shipping which would otherwise have been cast away. These
marvellous services of seamanship and devotion and the organisation behind them,
prove at every stage and step the soundness of our national life and the remarkable
addictiveness of the British mind and the tenacity of the British character by which
we shall certainly be saved and save others.

Although, as I have admitted, there has been a very great improvement in our losses
at sea in July and August, it would be a very foolish mistake to assume that the
grave dangers which threaten us are at an end.

The enemy has been employing a greater number of U-boats and also a larger
number of long-range aircraft than ever before, and we must expect further
increases. We have made prodigious exertions and our resources are continually
growing. The skill and science of the Admiralty Staft and their Commanders,
working in perfect harmony with the Royal Air Force, have gained these successes,
but the Admiralty would be the last to guarantee their continuance as a matter of
course, and certainly the slightest relaxation of vigilance, of exertions and of
contrivance would be followed swiftly by very serious relapses.

[t must be remembered also that the Germans are much hampered on the American
parts of the Atlantic, which are very extensive, by the fear of trouble with the
powerful American Naval forces which ceaselessly patrol the approaches to the
Western Hemisphere. This has been a great help to us. I wish it might be a greater
help. But here again, the enemy’s tactics may change. No doubt Hitler would rather
finish off Russia and then Britain before coming to close quarters with the United
States. That would be in accordance with his habitual technique of one by one.
Hitler has, however, also the greatest possible need to prevent the precious
ammunition supplies, now streaming across the Atlantic, in pursuance of the policy
of the United States Government, from reaching our shores. Should he do so the
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area of the danger zones would again become ocean-wide. In the meanwhile, let us
hear no vain talk about the Battle of the Atlantic having been won. We may be
content with the successes which have rewarded patience and exertion, but war is
inexhaustible in its surprises, and very few of those surprises are of an agreeable
character.

Now I turn to a far wider field.

The magnificent resistance of the Russian Armies and the skilful manner in which
their vast front is being withdrawn in the teeth of Nazi invasion make it certain that
Hitler’s hopes of a short war with Russia will be dispelled.

Already in three months he has lost more German blood than was shed in any single
year of the last war. Already he faces the certainty of having to maintain his armies
on the whole front from the Arctic to the Black Sea, at the end of long, inadequate,
assailed and precarious lines of communication, through all the severity of a Russian
winter, with the vigorous counter stroke which may be expected from the Russian
Armies.

From the moment, now nearly 80 days ago, when Russia was attacked, we have cast
about for every means of giving the most speedy and eftective help to our new Ally.

[ am not prepared to discuss the military projects which have been examined. Such a
discussion would be harmful to our interests, both for what was said and for what
was not said. Nor will it be possible for anyone representing the Government to
enter upon any argument on such questions.

In the field of supply more can be said. I agreed with President Roosevelt upon the
message which was sent to Premier Stalin, the terms of which have already been
made public. The need is urgent, and the scale heavy. A considerable part of the
ammunition industry and iron and steel production of Russia has fallen into the
hands of the enemy.

On the other hand, the Soviet Union disposes of anything from 10 to 15 million
soldiers, for nearly all of whom they have equipment and arms.

To aid in the supply of these masses, to enable them to realise their long continuing
tforce and to organise the operation of their supply, will be the task of the Anglo-
American-Russian Conference.
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We must be prepared for serious sacrifices in the munitions field in order to meet
the needs of Russia. The utmost exertion and energy will therefore be required from
all concerned in production in order not only to help Russia but to fill the gaps
which must now be opened in our longed-for, and at last arriving supply. It must be
remembered that everything that is given to Russia is subtracted from what we are
making for ourselves, and in part at least from what would have been sent us by the
United States. In terms of finished munitions of war the flow of our own production
in this country and the Empire is still rising. It will reach full flood during this third
year of our wartime munitions production.

If the United States are to fulfil the task they have set themselves, very large new
installations will have to be set up or converted, and there will have to be a further
curtailment over there, as they fully recognise, of civilian consumption. We must
ourselves expect a definite reduction in the military supplies from America on which
we had counted, but within certain limits we are prepared to accept those facts and
their consequences.

It we now look back for a moment, we can measure the solid improvement in our
position in the Middle East or East which has been achieved since the French
suddenly fell out of the war and the Italians made haste so eagerly to come in
against us.

At that date all we had in those parts was from 80,000 to 100,000 men, starved of
munitions and equipment, which had all been sent to the French front, always first
to claim the best we had.

We had lost our means of safe communication through the Mediterranean and
almost all the main bases which we occupied.

We were anxiously concerned for our defence of Nairobi, Khartoum, British
Somaliland and, above all, of the Nile Valley and Palestine, including the famous
cities of Cairo and Jerusalem. None was safe, but, nevertheless, after little more than
a year we have managed to gather very large and well-equipped Armies, which
already begin to approach 750,000 men, which are supplied and are being supplied
with masses of equipment of all kinds.

We have developed an Air Force almost as large as that we had in Great Britain
when the war began, an Air Force which is rapidly expanding.
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We have conquered the whole of the Italian Empire in Abyssinia and Eritrea, and
have killed or taken prisoner the Italian armies of over 400,000 men by which these
regions were defended. We have defended the frontiers of Egypt against German
and Italian attack.

We have consolidated our position in Palestine and Iragq.
We have taken effective control of Syria and provided for the security of Cyprus.

Finally, by the swift, vigorous campaign in Persia which has taken place since the
House last met we have joined hands with our Russian Allies and stand in the line to
bar the turther Eastward progress of the enemy.

I cannot help feeling that these are achievements which, whatever the future may
contain, will earn the respect of history and deserve the approval of the House.

Thus far then have we travelled along the terrible road we chose at the call of duty.

The mood of Britain is wisely and rightly averse from every form of shallow or
premature exultation. This is no time for boasts or glowing prophecies, but there is
this: a year ago our position looked forlorn and well nigh desperate to all eyes but
our own. Today we may say aloud before an awestruck world: “We still are master
of our fate. We still are captain of our souls!”
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On the Greer Incident
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
September 11, 1941

My fellow Americans, The Navy Department of the United States has reported to
me that on the morning of September 04 the United States destroyer Greer,
proceeding in full daylight towards Iceland, had reached a point southeast of
Greenland. She was carrying American mail to Iceland. She was flying the American
flag. Her identity as an American ship was unmistakable.

She was then and there attacked by a submarine. Germany admits that it was a
German submarine. The submarine deliberately fired a torpedo at the Greer,
tfollowed later by another torpedo attack. In spite of what Hitler’s propaganda
bureau has invented, and in spite of what any American obstructionist organization
may prefer to believe, I tell you the blunt fact that the German submarine fired first
upon this American destroyer without warning, and with deliberate design to sink
her.

Our destroyer, at the time, was in waters which the Government of the United
States had declared to be waters of self-defense — surrounding outposts of American
protection in the Atlantic.

In the North of the Atlantic, outposts have been established by us in Iceland, in
Greenland, in Labrador and in Newfoundland. Through these waters there pass
many ships of many flags. They bear food and other supplies to civilians; and they
bear material of war, for which the people of the United States are spending billions
of dollars, and which, by Congressional action, they have declared to be essential for
the defense of our own land.

The United States destroyer, when attacked, was proceeding on a legitimate
mission.

[t the destroyer was visible to the submarine when the torpedo was fired, then the
attack was a deliberate attempt by the Nazis to sink a clearly identified American
warship. On the other hand, if the submarine was beneath the surface of the sea and,
with the aid of its listening devices, fired in the direction of the sound of the
American destroyer without even taking the trouble to learn its identity — as the
official German communiqué would indicate — then the attack was even more
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outrageous. For it indicates a policy of indiscriminate violence against any vessel
sailing the seas —belligerent or non-belligerent.

This was piracy — piracy legally and morally. It was not the first nor the last act of
piracy which the Nazi Government has committed against the American flag in this
war. For attack has followed attack.

A few months ago an American flag merchant ship, the Robin Moor, was sunk by a
Nazi submarine in the middle of the South Atlantic, under circumstances violating
long-established international law and violating every principle of humanity. The
passengers and the crew were forced into open boats hundreds of miles from land, in
direct violation of international agreements signed by nearly all nations including
the Government of Germany. No apology, no allegation of mistake, no offer of
reparations has come from the Nazi Government.

In July 1941, nearly two months ago an American battleship in North American
waters was followed by a submarine which for a long time sought to maneuver itself
into a position of attack upon the battleship. The periscope of the submarine was
clearly seen. No British or American submarines were within hundreds of miles of
this spot at the time, so the nationality of the submarine is clear.

Five days ago a United States Navy ship on patrol picked up three survivors of an
American-owned ship operating under the flag of our sister Republic of Panama —
the steam ship Sessa. On August seventeenth, she had been first torpedoed without
warning, and then shelled, near Greenland, while carrying civilian supplies to
Iceland. It is feared that the other members of her crew have been drowned. In view
of the established presence of German submarines in this vicinity, there can be no
reasonable doubt as to the identity of the flag of the attacker.

Five days ago, another United states merchant ship, the Steel Seafarer, was sunk by
a German aircraft in the Red Sea 220 miles south of Suez. She was bound for an
Egyptian port.

So four of the vessels sunk or attacked flew the American flag and were clearly
identifiable. Two of these ships were warships of the American Navy. In the fifth
case, the vessel sunk clearly carried the flag of our sister Republic of Panama.

In the face of all this, we Americans are keeping our feet on the ground. Our type of
democratic civilization has outgrown the thought of feeling compelled to fight some
other nation by reason of any single piratical attack on one of our ships. We are not
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becoming hysterical or losing our sense of proportion. Therefore, what I am
thinking and saying tonight does not relate to any isolated episode.

Instead, we Americans are taking a long-range point of view in regard to certain
tundamentals — a point of view in regard to a series of events on land and on sea
which must be considered as a whole — as a part of a world pattern.

It would be unworthy of a great nation to exaggerate an isolated incident, or to
become inflamed by some one act of violence. But it would be inexcusable folly to
minimize such incidents in the face of evidence which makes it clear that the
incident is not isolated, but is part of a general plan.

The important truth is that these acts of international lawlessness are a
manifestation of a design — a design that has been made clear to the American
people for a long time. It is the Nazi design to abolish the freedom of the seas, and to
acquire absolute control and domination of these seas for themselves.

For with control of the seas in their own hands, the way can obviously become clear
for their next step — domination of the United States, domination of the Western
Hemisphere by force of arms. Under Nazi control of the seas, no merchant ship of
the United States or of any other American Republic would be free to carry on any
peacetul commerce, except by the condescending grace of this foreign and tyrannical
power. The Atlantic Ocean which has been, and which should always be, a free and
tfriendly highway for us would then become a deadly menace to the commerce of the
United States, to the coasts of the United States, and even to the inland cities of the
United States.

The Hitler Government, in defiance of the laws of the sea, in defiance of the
recognized rights of all other nations, has presumed to declare, on paper, that great
areas of the seas — even including a vast expanse lying in the Western Hemisphere —
are to be closed, and that no ships may enter them for any purpose, except at peril of
being sunk. Actually they are sinking ships at will and without warning in widely
separated areas both within and far outside of these far-flung pretended zones.

This Nazi attempt to seize control of the oceans is but a counterpart of the Nazi
plots now being carried on throughout the Western Hemisphere — all designed
toward the same end. For Hitler’s advance guards — not only his avowed agents but
also his dupes among us — have sought to make ready for him footholds,
bridgeheads in the New World, to be used as soon as he has gained control of the
oceans.
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His intrigues, his plots, his machinations, his sabotage in this New World are all
known to the Government of the United States. Conspiracy has followed conspiracy.
For example, last year a plot to seize the Government of Uruguay was smashed by
the prompt action of that country, which was supported in full by her American
neighbors. A like plot was then hatching in Argentina, and that government has
carefully and wisely blocked it at every point. More recently, an endeavor was made
to subvert the government of Bolivia. And within the past few weeks the discovery
was made of secret air-landing fields in Colombia, within easy range of the Panama
Canal. I could multiply instance upon instance.

To be ultimately successful in world mastery, Hitler knows that he must get control
of the seas. He must first destroy the bridge of ships which we are building across
the Atlantic and over which we shall continue to roll the implements of war to help
destroy him, to destroy all his works in the end. He must wipe out our patrol on sea
and 1n the air if he is to do it. He must silence the British Navy.

I think it must be explained over and over again to people who like to think of the
United States Navy as an invincible protection, that this can be true only if the
British Navy survives. And that, my friends, is simple arithmetic.

For if' the world outside of the Americas falls under Axis domination, the
shipbuilding facilities which the Axis powers would then possess in all of Europe, in
the British Isles and in the Far East would be much greater than all the shipbuilding
facilities and potentialities of all of the Americas — not only greater, but two or three
times greater, enough to win. Even if the United States threw all its resources into
such a situation, seeking to double and even redouble the size of our Navy, the Axis
powers, in control of the rest of the world, would have the manpower and the
physical resources to out build us several times over.

It is time for all Americans, Americans of all the Americas to stop being deluded by
the romantic notion that the Americas can go on living happily and peacefully in a
Nazi-dominated world.

Generation after generation, America has battled for the general policy of the
treedom of the seas. And that policy is a very simple one, but a basic, a fundamental
one. It means that no nation has the right to make the broad oceans of the world at
great distances from the actual theatre of land war, unsafe for the commerce of
others. That has been our policy, proved time and again, in all of our history. Our
policy has applied from the earliest days of the Republic and still applies — not
merely to the Atlantic but to the Pacific and to all other oceans as well.
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Unrestricted submarine warfare in 1941 constitutes a defiance — an act of aggression
— against that historic American policy.

It is now clear that Hitler has begun his campaign to control the seas by ruthless
force and by wiping out every vestige of international law, every vestige of
humanity.

His intention has been made clear.
The American people can have no further illusions about it.

No tender whisperings of appeasers that Hitler is not interested in the Western
Hemisphere, no soporific lullabies that a wide ocean protects us from him — can long
have any effect on the hard-headed, far-sighted and realistic American people.

Because of these episodes, because of the movements and operations of German
warships, and because of the clear, repeated proof that the present government of
Germany has no respect for treaties or for international law, that it has no decent
attitude toward neutral nations or human life — we Americans are now face to face
not with abstract theories but with cruel, relentless facts.

This attack on the Greer was no localized military operation in the North Atlantic.
This was no mere episode in a struggle between two nations. This was one
determined step towards creating a permanent world system based on force, on
terror and on murder.

And I am sure that even now the Nazis are waiting — waiting to see whether the
United States will by silence give them the green light to go ahead on this path of
destruction.

The Nazi danger to our Western world has long ceased to be a mere possibility.
The danger is here now: not only from a military enemy but from an enemy of all
law, all liberty, all morality, all religion.

There has now come a time when you and I must see the cold inexorable necessity
of saying to these inhuman, unrestrained seekers of world conquest and permanent
world domination by the sword: “You seek to throw our children and our children’s
children into your form of terrorism and slavery. You have now attacked our own
safety. You shall go no further.”
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Normal practices of diplomacy — note writing — are of no possible use in dealing
with international outlaws who sink our ships and kill our citizens.

One peacetul nation after another has met disaster because each refused to look the
Nazi danger squarely in the eye until it had actually had them by the throat.

The United States will not make that fatal mistake.

No act of violence, no act of intimidation will keep us from maintaining intact two
bulwarks of American defense.

First: our line of supply of material to the enemies of Hitler.
Second: the freedom of our shipping on the high seas.

No matter what it takes, no matter what it costs, we will keep open the line of
legitimate commerce in these defensive waters of ours.

We have sought no shooting war with Hitler. We do not seek it now. But neither do
we want peace so much, that we are willing to pay for it by permitting him to attack
our naval and merchant ships while they are on legitimate business.

[ assume that the German leaders are not deeply concerned, tonight or any other
time, by what we Americans or the American Government says or publishes about
them. We cannot bring about the downfall of Nazism by the use of long-range
invective. But when you see a rattlesnake poised to strike, you do not wait until he
has struck before you crush him.

These Nazi submarines and raiders are the rattlesnakes of the Atlantic. They are a
menace to the free pathways of the high seas. They are a challenge to our own
sovereignty. They hammer at our most precious rights when they attack ships of
the American flag — symbols of our independence, our freedom, our very life.

It is clear to all Americans that the time has come when the Americas themselves
must now be defended. A continuation of attacks in our own waters or in waters
that could be used for further and greater attacks on us, will inevitably weaken our
American ability to repel Hitlerism.

Do not let us be hair-splitters. Let us not ask ourselves whether the Americas
should begin to defend themselves after the first attack, or the fifth attack, or the
tenth attack, or the twentieth attack.
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The time for active defense is now.

Do not let us split hairs. Let us not say: “We will only defend ourselves it the
torpedo succeeds in getting home, or if the crew and the passengers are drowned”.
This is the time for prevention of attack.

[f submarines or raiders attack in distant waters, they can attack equally well within
sight of our own shores. Their very presence in any waters which America deems
vital to its defense constitutes an attack.

In the waters which we deem necessary for our defense, American naval vessels and
American planes will no longer wait until Axis submarines lurking under the water,
or Axis raiders on the surface of the sea, strike their deadly blow first.

Upon our naval and air patrol — now operating in large number over a vast expanse
of the Atlantic Ocean — falls the duty of maintaining the American policy of freedom
of the seas now. That means — very simply, very clearly — that our patrolling vessels
and planes will protect all merchant ships — not only American ships but ships of
any tlag — engaged in commerce in our defensive waters.

They will protect them from submarines. They will protect them from surface
raiders.

This situation is not new. The second President of the United States, John Adams,
ordered the United States Navy to clean out European privateers and European
ships of war which were infesting the Caribbean and South American waters,
destroying American commerce.

The third President of the United States, Thomas Jeftferson, ordered the United
States Navy to end the attacks being made upon American and other ships by the
corsairs of the nations of North Africa.

My obligation as President is historic; it is clear — yes, it is inescapable.

[t is no act of war on our part when we decide to protect the seas that are vital to
American defense. The aggression is not ours. Ours is solely defense.

But let this warning be clear. From now on, if German or Italian vessels of war
enter the waters, the protection of which is necessary for American defense, they do
so at their own peril.
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The orders which I have given as Commander-in-Chief of the United States Army
and Navy are to carry out that policy at once.

The sole responsibility rests upon Germany. There will be no shooting unless
Germany continues to seek it.

That is my obvious duty in this crisis. That is the clear right of this sovereign
nation. This is the only step possible, if we would keep tight the wall of defense
which we are pledged to maintain around this Western Hemisphere.

I have no illusions about the gravity of this step. I have not taken it hurriedly or
lightly. It is the result of months and months of constant thought and anxiety and
prayer. In the protection of your Nation and mine it cannot be avoided.

The American people have faced other grave crises in their history — with American
courage, with American resolution. They will do no less today.

They know the actualities of the attacks upon us. They know the necessities of a
bold defense against these attacks. They know that the times call for clear heads and
tearless hearts.

And with that inner strength that comes to a free people conscious of their duty,
conscious of the righteousness of what they do, they will — with Divine help and
guidance — stand their ground against this latest assault upon their democracy, their
sovereignty, and their freedom.
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On US Non Intervention

Charles Lindbergh
September 11, 1941

We cannot allow the natural passions and prejudices of other peoples to lead our
country to destruction.

The Roosevelt administration is the third powerful group which has been carrying
this country toward war. Its members have used the war emergency to obtain a
third presidential term for the first time in American history. They have used the
war to add unlimited billions to a debt which was already the highest we have ever
known. And they have just used the war to justify the restriction of congressional
power, and the assumption of dictatorial procedures on the part of the president and
his appointees.

The power of the Roosevelt administration depends upon the maintenance of a
wartime emergency. The prestige of the Roosevelt administration depends upon the
success of Great Britain to whom the president attached his political future at a time
when most people thought that England and France would easily win the war. The
danger of the Roosevelt administration lies in its subterfuge. While its members
have promised us peace, they have led us to war heedless of the platform upon which
they were elected.

In selecting these three groups as the major agitators for war, I have included only
those whose support is essential to the war party. If any one of these groups — the
British, the Jewish, or the administration — stops agitating for war, I believe there
will be little danger of our involvement.

I do not believe that any two of them are powertul enough to carry this country to
war without the support of the third. And to these three, as I have said, all other
groups are of secondary importance.

When hostilities commenced in Europe, in 1939, it was realized by these groups
that the American people had no intention of entering the war. They knew it would
be worse than useless to ask us for a Declaration of War at that time. But they
believed that this country could be enticed into the war in very much the same way
that it was enticed into the last one. They planned:

First: to prepare the United States for foreign war under the guise of American
defense.
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Second: to involve us in the war, step by step, without our realization.
Third: to create a series of incidents which would force us into the actual conflict.

These plans were of course, to be covered and assisted by the full power of their
propaganda.

Our theaters soon became filled with plays portraying the glory of war. Newsreels
lost all semblance of objectivity. Newspapers and magazines began to lose
advertising if they carried antiwar articles. A smear campaign was instituted against
individuals who opposed intervention. The terms “fifth columnist,” “traitor”, “Nazi”,
“anti-Semitic”, were thrown ceaselessly at any one who dared to suggest that it was
not to the best interests of the United States to enter the war. Men lost their jobs if
they were frankly antiwar. Many others dared no longer speak.

Before long, lecture halls that were open to the advocates of war were closed to
speakers who opposed it. A fear campaign was inaugurated. We were told that
aviation, which has held the British fleet off the continent of Europe, made America
more vulnerable than ever before to invasion. Propaganda was in full swing.

There was no difficulty in obtaining billions of dollars for arms under the guise of
defending America. Our people stood united on a program of defense. Congress
passed appropriation after appropriation for guns and planes and battleships, with
the approval of the overwhelming majority of our citizens. That a large portion of
these appropriations was to be used to build arms for Europe, we did not learn until
later. That was another step.

To use a specific example: in 1939 we were told that we should increase our Air
Force to a total of 5000 planes. Congress passed the necessary legislation. A few
months later, the administration told us that the United States should have at least
50000 planes for our national safety. But almost as fast as fighting planes were
turned out from our factories they were sent abroad, although our own air corps
was 1n the utmost need of new equipment. So that today, two years after the start of
war, the American army has only a few hundred thoroughly modern bombers and
fighters — less, in fact, than Germany is able to produce in a single month.

Ever since its inception, our arms program has been laid out for the purpose of
carrying on the war in Europe, far more than for the purpose of building an
adequate defense for America.

Only one thing holds this country from war today: that is the rising opposition of
the American people. Our system of democracy and representative government is on
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test today as it has never been before. We are on the verge of a war in which the
only victor would be chaos and prostration.

We are on the verge of a war for which we are still unprepared, and for which no
one has offered a feasible plan for victory — a war which cannot be won without
sending our soldiers across the ocean to fight and to force a landing on a hostile
coast against armies stronger than our own.

We are on the verge of war, but it is not yet too late to stay out. It is not yet too late
to show that no amount of money, or propaganda, or patronage can force a free and
independent people into war against its will.
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Winterhilfswerk Speech
Adolf Hitler

October 03, 1941

Meine deutschen Volksgenossen und Volksgenossinnen!

Wenn ich heute nach langen Monaten wieder zu Ihnen spreche, dann geschieht es
nicht, um etwa einem jener Staatsmédnner Rede und Antwort zu stehen, die sich vor
kurzem wunderten, warum ich solange geschwiegen hitte. Die Nachwelt wird
einmal abwidgen und feststellen konnen, was mehr Gewicht hatte in diesen
dreieinhalb Monaten: die Reden des Herrn Churchill oder meine Handlungen.

Ich bin heute hierhergekommen, um wie immer zum Winterhilfswerk eine kurze
Einleitung zu geben. Es wurde mir dieses Mal das Herkommen besonders schwer,
well 1n diesen Stunden, da ich hier sein kann, an unserer Ostfront sich wieder im
Vollzug eingeleiteter Operationen ein neues gewaltiges Ereignis vollzieht.

Seit achtundvierzig Stunden ist abermals eine Operation von gigantischem Ausmal3
im Gange. Sie wird mithelfen, den Gegner des Ostens zu zerschmettern.

Ich rede nunmehr zu Thnen im Namen der Millionen, die in diesem Augenblick
kdmpfen, um Sie, die deutsche Heimat, aufzufordern, zu allen anderen Opfern auch
in diesem Jahr das zusitzliche Opfer des Winterhilfswerks auf sich zu nehmen.

Seit dem 22. Juni tobt nun ein Kampt von einer wahrhaft weltentscheidenden
Bedeutung. Umfang und Tiefe dieses Ereignisses wird erst eine Nachwelt ganz klar
erkennen. Sie wird einst in ihren Feststellungen zu dem Ergebnis kommen, dass
damit eine neue Zeitenwende begann.

Auch dieser Kampf wurde von mir nicht gewollt.

Seit im Januar 19338 mir die Vorsehung die Fithrung und Lenkung der Geschicke
des Reiches anvertraute, hatte ich ein Ziel vor Augen, das im wesentlichen im
Programm unserer nationalsozialistischen Partei umrissen war. Ich bin diesem Ziel
nie untreu geworden und habe mein Programm niemals aufgegeben.

Ich begann diese Aufgabe in dem Augenblick, als andere bereits an ihr entweder
gescheitert waren oder iiberhaupt nicht mehr an die Moglichkeit der Erfillung
eines solchen Programms glaubten. Was wir nun in diesen Jahren in friedlichem
Autbau geleistet haben, ist einmalig. Es ist fiir mich und fiir meine Mitarbeiter oft
‘geradezu eine Beleidigung, uns mit jenen demokratischen Nullen abgeben zu
miissen, die tiberhaupt auf nicht eine einzig wahre grofle Lebensleistung
zuriickzublicken in der Lage sind.

Ich und wir alle hidtten diesen Krieg nicht notwendig gehabt, um etwa unsere
Namen zu verewigen. Dafiir hitten die Werke des Friedens gesorgt, und zwar
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gentigend gesorgt. Und auBlerdem, wir waren nicht etwa am Ende unserer
Schoptungen angekommen, sondern wir standen vielleicht auf manchen Gebieten
erst am Beginn.

Die innere Sanierung unseres Reiches war uns gelungen, unter schweren
Voraussetzungen. Denn immerhin, in Deutschland miissen 140 Menschen auf dem
Quadratkilometer ernidhrt werden. Die andere Welt hat es hier leichter. Und
trotzdem haben wir unsere Probleme gelost, und die andere Welt ist zum grofien
Teil an diesen Problemen gescheitert. Es waren folgende Grundsitze:

Erstens: die innere Konsolidierung der deutschen Nation.

Zweitens: die Erringung unserer Gleichberechtigung nach auflen und

Drittens: die Einigung des deutschen Volkes und damit die Wiederherstellung eines
naturgegebenen Zustandes, der durch Jahrhunderte nur kiinstlich unterbrochen
worden war.

Es war also, meine Parteigenossen und meine Volksgenossen, unser dulleres
Programm auch von vornherein festgelegt, daher auch die dufleren Mafinahmen von
vornherein bestimmt. Keineswegs war damit gesagt, dass wir jemals nach einem
Krieg strebten.

Aber etwas war bestimmt: dass wir unter keinen Umstidnden verzichten wollten auf
die Wiederherstellung der deutschen Freiheit und damit einer der Voraussetzungen
zum deutschen Wiederaufstieg.

Ich habe aus diesem Gesichtspunkt heraus der Welt sehr viele Vorschlige
unterbreitet. Ich brauche sie hier nicht zu wiederholen, das besorgt die tidgliche
publizistische Titigkeit meiner Mitarbeiter, wie viele Friedensangebote ich dieser
Welt machte, Abriistungsvorschldge, Vorschlige zur friedlichen Herbeifiihrung
verniinftiger wirtschaftlicher neuer Ordnungen.

Es ist das alles abgelehnt worden.

Trotzdem ist es uns allmihlich gelungen, in jahrelanger Friedensarbeit nicht nur
die inneren grofen Reformarbeiten durchzufiihren, sondern auch die Einigung der
deutschen Nation einzuleiten, das GroBdeutsche Reich zu schaffen, Millionen
deutsche Volksgenossen damit wieder in ihre eigene Heimat zuriickzufiihren und
das Gewicht ihrer Zahl damit auch dem deutschen Volk wieder als machtpolitisches
Gewicht zur Verfiigung zu stellen.

In dieser Zeit gelang es mir, eine Anzahl von Bundesgenossen zu erwerben, an der
Spitze Italien, mit dessen Staatsmann mich eine personliche enge und innige
Freundschaft verbindet.

Auch zu Japan wurden unsere Beziehungen immer besser. In Europa hatten wir
aullerdem von frither her eine Reihe von Volkern und Staaten, die uns in einer
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immer gleichbleibenden Sympathie und Freundschaft gegeniiberstanden; vor allem
hier Ungarn, einige nordische Staaten. Es sind zu diesen Voélkern andere
hinzugekommen, leider das Volk nicht, um das ich am meisten geworben habe in
meinem Leben: das britische.

Nicht, dass etwa das englische Volk vielleicht dafiir allein die Verantwortung tragt
in seiner Gesamtheit, im Gegenteil, es sind einige Menschen, die in ihrem
verbohrten Hass, in ihrem Wahnwitz jeden solchen Versuch einer Verstindigung
sabotierten, unterstiitzt von jenem internationalen Weltfeind, den wir alle kennen:
dem internationalen Judentum.

So gelang es leider nicht, Grof3britannien, vor allem das englische Volk, mit dem
deutschen in jene Verbindung zu bringen, die ich immer erhoftt hatte.

So kam eben, genau wie 1914, der Augenblick, da die harte Entscheidung getrottfen
werden musste. Ich habe auch davor dann allerdings nicht zuriickgeschreckt. Denn
tiber eines war ich mir im klaren: wenn es eben nicht gelingen konnte, die englische
Freundschaft zu bekommen, dann war es besser, die Feindschaft trat Deutschland in
dem Augenblick, indem ich selber noch an der Fiihrung des Reichesstand.

Denn wenn durch meine MaBnahmen und durch mein Entgegenkommen diese
englische Freundschaft nicht zu erwerben war, dann war sie fiir alle Zukunft nicht
zu erwerben, dann blieb nichts anderes {ibrig als der Kampf. Dann aber bin ich dem
Schicksal nur dankbar, wenn dieser Kampf von mir gefiihrt werden kann.

Ich bin daher auch der Uberzeugung, dass es mit all diesen Mannern wirklich keine
Verstindigung gibt. Es sind das Wahnsinnige, Narren, Leute, die seit zehn Jahren
kein anderes Wort kannten als nur eines: Wir wollen wieder einen Krieg mit
Deutschland!

In Monaten, in denen ich mich bemiihte, eine Verstindigung herbeizufiihren, da
hatte dieser Herr Churchill nur immer einen Ruf: “Ich will einen Krieg haben!”

Er hat ihn jetzt!

Und alle seine Mit Hetzer, die nichts anderes zu sagen wussten, als dass das ein
reizendes Krieg sein wird, die sich gegenseitig damals am 1. September 1939
begliickwiinschten zu diesem kommenden reizenden Krieg, sie werden jetzt
unterdes vielleicht schon {iber diesen reizenden Krieg anders denken.

Und wenn sie es noch nicht wissen sollten, dass dieser Krieg fiir England keine
reizende Sache wird, so werden sie’s mit der Zeit noch merken, so wahr ich hier
stehel.

Diese Hetzer haben es damals fertig ,gebracht, Polen vorzuschieben; die Hetzer aber
nicht nur hier in der alten, sondern auch die Hetzer in der neuen Welt. Sie haben
schlau den Polen vorgeredet, dass erstens Deutschland sowieso nicht das sei, was es
zu sein vorgebe, und zweitens dass man ja die Garantie besidBe, unter allen
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Umstédnden die notwendige Hilfe zu bekommen. Das war die Zeit, in der England
noch nicht in der Welt herum gebettelt hat um Hilfe seinerseits, sondern noch
jedermann groBziigig seine Hilfe versprach. Das hat sich ja seitdem schon
wesentlich geédndert.

Wir horen jetzt ja nicht mehr, dass England einen Staat in den Krieg fiihrt mit dem
Versprechen, ihm zu helfen, sondern wir horen jetzt nur mehr, dass England in der
Welt herum bettelt, es mochte ihm geholfen werden.

Diese Verschworung von Demokraten, Juden und Freimaurern hat es damals fertig
gebracht vor zwei Jahren, zunidchst Europa in den Rrieg zu stiirzen. Es mussten also
die Waffen entscheiden.

Seitdem nun findet ein Kampt statt zwischen der Wahrheit und der Liige.

Und wie immer, wird dieser Kampt tiir die Wahrheit am Ende siegreich ausgehen.
Das heilit mit anderen Worten: was immer auch die britische Propaganda, was
immer auch das internationale Weltjudentum und seine demokratischen
Helfershelfer zusammenliigen mogen, an den historischen Tatsachen werden sie
nichts dndern.

Und die historische Tatsache ist, dass nicht die Engldnder in Deutschland stehen,
dass nicht die anderen Staaten etwa Berlin erobert haben, dass sie nicht etwa nach
dem Westen oder nach dem Osten vorgeriickt sind, sondern die historische
Wabhrheit ist, dass seit nunmehr zwel Jahren Deutschland einen Gegner nach dem
anderen niedergeworfen hat.

Ich habe das gar nicht gewollt, ich gab ihnen sofort nach der ersten
Auseinandersetzung wieder meine Hand. Ich war selber Soldat gewesen und weil3,
wie schwer Siege zu erkdmpfen sind, wie viel Blut und Elend, Jammer,
Entbehrungen und Opfer sich damit verbinden.

Ich bin sofort zuriickgestoBen worden. Und seitdem haben wir es ja erlebt, dass
jedes Friedensangebot von mir sofort von diesem Kriegshetzer Churchill und
seinem Anbauausgeniitzt wurde, um zu erkldren, das sei der Beweis unserer
Schwiche, das sei der Bewels, dass wir nun nicht mehr konnten. Ich habe es daher
aufgegeben, noch einmal diesen Weg zu versuchen. Ich habe mich zur Uberzeugung
durchgerungen, es kann hier nur eine ganz klare Entscheidung, und zwar eine
weltgeschichtliche Entscheidung fiir die ndchsten hundert Jahre erkdmpft werden.
Immer in dem Bestreben, den Umfang des Krieges zu begrenzen, habe ich mich im
Jahre 1939 zu etwas entschlossen, das Sie, meine alten Parteigenossen, vor allem als
das Schwerste begreifen, was ich, ich mochte fast sagen, an menschlicher
Demiitigung unternehmen musste.

Ich habe damals meinen Minister nach Moskau geschickt. Es war die bitterste
Uberwindung meines Gefiihls. Aber in solchem Augenblick darf ja nicht das Gefiihl
eines Menschen entscheiden, wenn es sich um das Wohl von Millionen anderer

(&3¢
~J




www.wartimespeeches.net section 06 - the Attack on Soviet Union

handelt. Ich habe versucht, hier zu einer Verstindigung zu kommen. Sie wissen
selber im Innern am allerbesten, wie ehrlich und aufrichtig ich diese
Verpflichtungen dann gehalten habe. Weder in unserer Presse noch in unseren
Versammlungen ist auch nur ein Wort mehr seitdem iiber Russland geschrieben
worden, kein Wort mehr iiber den Bolschewismus. Leider hat sich die andere Seite
von Anfang an daran nicht gehalten. Die Folgen dieser Abmachung war ein Verrat,
der zundchst den ganzen Nordosten Europas liquidierte. Was es fiir uns damals
bedeutete, stillschweigend zusehen zu miissen, als das kleine finnische Volk
abgewiirgt wurde, das wissen Sie ja alle selbst.

Und was es fiir mich als Soldat bedeutete, hier zusehen zu miissen, wie ein
ibermichtiger Staat tiber einen kleinen herfillt, das wissen Sie auch.

Ich habe aber geschwiegen.

Erst als ich von Woche zu Woche mehr empfand, dass Russland nunmehr die
Stunde gekommen sah, gegen uns vorzugehen, als in einem Augenblick da wir
knappe drei Divisionen in Ostpreullen besallen, 22 russische sich dort ansammelten,
als ich allmdhlich die Unterlage erhielt, wie an unserer Grenze Flugplatz um
Flugplatz entstand, wie eine Division nach der anderen aus dem ganzen
riesenhaften Weltreich hier zusammengezogen wurde, da war ich ja nun
verpflichtet, auch meinerseits besorgt zu sein.

Denn es gibt in der Geschichte keine Entschuldigung fiir ein Versehen, eine
Entschuldigung, die etwa darin besteht, dass man nachtraglich erkldrt. Ich habe das
nicht bemerkt, oder ich habe es nicht geglaubt.

Ich tithle mich nun einmal, solange ich an der Spitze des Reiches bin, verantwortlich
tiir des deutschen Volkes Dasein, fiir seine Gegenwart und, soweit es ein Mensch
tiberblicken kann, auch fiir seine Zukunft.

Ich war daher gezwungen, langsam auch meinerseits Abwehrmallnahmen
einzuleiten.

Sie waren rein defensiver Natur.

Aber immerhin ergab sich bereits im August und September des vergangenen
Jahres eine Erkenntnis: eine Auseinandersetzung im Westen mit England, die vor
allem die ganze deutsche Luftwaffe gebunden hitte, war nicht mehr moglich, denn
in meinem Riicken stand ein Staat, der bereits sieh fertigmachte, in einem solchen
Augenblick gegen uns vorzugehen. Wieweit aber diese Vorbereitungen getroften
waren, das allerdings haben wir erst jetzt im vollen Umfang kennen gelernt.

Ich wollte nun noch einmal dieses ganze, Problem kldren und habe deshalb damals
Molotow nach Berlin eingeladen. Er stellte mir die bekannten vier Bedingungen:
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Erstens: Deutschland miisste endgiiltig einwilligen, dass, nachdem sich Russland
erneut von Finnland bedroht fiihlte, Russland zu einer Liquidierung von Finnland
schreiten konnte.

Ich konnte nicht anders, als diese Zustimmung verweigern.

Die zweite Frage betrat Ruminien: die Frage, ob die deutsche Garantie Ruminien
auch gegen Russland schiitzen wiirde. Ich musste auch hier zu einem nun einmal
gegebenen Wort stehen. Ich bereue es nicht, dass ich es getan habe, denn ich habe,
auch in Ruminien einen Ehrenmann gefunden, in dem General Antonescu, der auch
seinerseits zu seinem Wort blind gestanden ist.

Die dritte Frage damals betrat Bulgarien. Molotow forderte, dass Russland das
Recht erhalte, nach Bulgarien Garnisonen zu legen und damit tiber Bulgarien eine
russische Garantie auszuiiben. Was das heilit, das wussten wir ja unterdes von
Estland, Lettland und von Litauen her zur Geniige.

Die vierte Frage betrat die Dardanellen. Russland forderte Stiitzpunkte an den
Dardanellen. Wenn Herr Molotow das jetzt abzustreiten versucht, so ist das nicht
verwunderlich. Er wird, wenn er morgen oder {ibermorgen nicht mehr in Moskau
sein wird, es auch abstreiten, dass er nicht mehr in Moskau ist.

Er hat diese Forderung gestellt, und ich habe sie abgelehnt. Ich musste sie ablehnen.

Und damit war ich mir allerdings klar, denn es ist ja auch die weitere Unterredung
ergebnislos verlaufen, dass nunmehr eigentlich hochste Vorsicht am Platze war.
Und ich habe nunmehr Russland sorgtiltigste beobachtet. Jede Division, die wir
teststellen konnten, wurde bei uns gewissenhaft eingetragen und durch
Gegenmalnahmen pflichtgemidl beantwortet. Die Lage war bereits im Mai soweit
gediehen, dass es keinen Zweifel mehr dariiber geben konnte, dass Russland die
Absieht hatte, bei der ersten Gelegenheit {iber uns herzutfallen. Und gegen Ende
Mai verdichteten sich diese Momente so, dass man nunmehr den Gedanken einer
Auseinandersetzung auf Leben und Tod nicht mehr von sich weisen konnte.

Ich musste damals nun immer schweigen. Und es ist mir das doppelt schwer
geworden. Nicht so schwer vielleicht der Heimat gegeniiber. Denn letzten Endes
muss die begreifen, dass es Augenblicke gibt, in denen man nicht reden kann, wenn
man nicht die ganze Nation in eine Gefahr bringen will. Viel schwerer ist mir das
Schweigen meinen Soldaten gegeniiber geworden, die nun Division an Division an
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der Ostgrenze des Reiches standen und doch nicht wussten, was eigentlich vor sich
ging, keine Ahnung hatten von dem, was in Wirklichkeit unterdes sich verdndert
hatte und die doch eines Tages vielleicht zu einem schweren — ja! — dem schwersten
Waftfengang aller Zeiten antreten mussten.

Und gerade ihretwegen durfte ich ja nicht reden, denn hitte ich auch nur ein Wort
verloren, dann hitte dies Herrn Stalin nicht im geringsten in seinem Entschluss
gedndert, aber die Uberraschungsméglichkeit, die mir als letzte Watfe blieb, die
wire dann weggetfallen.

Und jede solche Vorankiindigung — jal — jede Andeutung hitte Hunderttausende
von unseren Kameraden das Leben gekostet. Ich habe deshalb hier auch in dem
Augenblick noch geschwiegen, in dem ich mich endgiiltig entschloss, nunmehr
selber den ersten Schritt zu tun. Denn wenn ich schon einmal sehe, dass ein Gegner
das Gewehr allmdhlich anlegt, dann werde ich nicht warten, bis er abschielt,
sondern dann bin ich entschlossen, lieber selber vorher abzuziehen.

Es war, das darf ich heute hier aussprechen, der schwerste Entschluss meines
ganzen bisherigen Lebens. Denn jeder solche Schritt 6tthet ein Tor, hinter dem sich
nur Geheimnisse verbergen. Erst die Nachwelt weill ganz genau, wie es kam und
was geschah. So kann man nur sich mit seinem inneren Gewissen abfinden und dann
das Vertrauen aut sein Volk, auf die selbstgeschmiedeten Waften stirken und dann
das, was ich friiher oft sagte, den Herrgott bitten, nicht dass er einem hilft durch die
Unterstiitzung des Nichtstuns, sondern dass er dem den Segen gibt, der selbst
bereit und gewillt ist, heilig und opfervoll fiir sein Dasein zu kdmpfen.

Am 22. Juni morgens setzte nun dieser grofte Kampt der Weltgeschehen ein.
Seitdem sind etwas tiber dreieinhalb Monate vergangen, und ich darf hier zunichst
eine Feststellung treften: es ist alles seitdem planmifig verlauten.

Ich spreche das erst heute aus, weil ich es heute aussprechen darf, dass dieser
Gegner bereits gebrochen ist und nie sich mehr erheben wird!

Hier hat sich gegen Europa eine Macht zusammengeballt, von der leider die meisten
keine Ahnung hatten und viele auch heute noch keine Ahnung besitzen. Es wire
dies ein zweiter Mongolensturm geworden Cengiz Khan.

Dass diese Gefahr abgewendet wurde, das verdanken wir zunichst der Tapferkeit,
der Ausdauer, der Opferwilligkeit unserer deutschen Soldaten, und dann auch den
Opfern all derer, die mit uns marschiert sind.

Denn zum ersten Mal ist dieses Mal doch so etwas wie ein europdisches Erwachen
durch diesen Kontinent gegangen.
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Im Norden kampft Finnland — ein wahres Heldenvolk Denn in seinen weiten
Rédumen steht es oft ganz nur allein auf seine eigene Rraft, auf seinen Mut, auf seine
Tapferkeit und seine Ziahigkeit gestellt.

Im Stiden kdmpft Ruménien — es hat sich aus einer der schwersten Staatskrisen, die
einem Volk und einem Land passieren konnen, in staunenswerter Schnelligkeit
erholt unter einem ebenso tapferen wie Entschluss freudigen Mann.

Und damit umfassen wir auch bereits die ganze Weite dieses Kriegsschauplatzes,
vom Eismeer bis zum Schwarzen Meer. In diesem Rahmen kimpfen nun unsere
deutschen Soldaten und in ihren Reihen und mit ihnen gemeinsam die Finnen, die
[taliener, die Ungarn, die Ruménen, Slowaken, Kroaten sind im Anmarsch, Spanier,
sie riicken jetzt in die Front, Belgier, Hollinder, Dinen, Norweger, ja selbst
Franzosen sind eingeriickt in diese grofe Front!

Wenn die Gegner in dieser Zeit gewaltigster weltgeschickt einmaliger Kampfe oft
sagten. “Warum geschieht jetzt nichts?” — es ist immer etwas geschehen!

Aber gerade weil etwas geschah, konnten wir nicht reden.

Nicht weil wir die dauernde Leistung unserer Soldaten nicht gentigend wiirdigen,
sondern weil wir dem Gegner keine Kenntnis geben diirfen, voreilig von
Situationen, die ihm selbst bei seinem miserablen Nachrichtendienst erst oft Tage, ja
manches Mal Wochen spéter bewusst werden.

Denn ich habe das neulich schon im Wehrmachtsbericht bringen lassen, der
deutsche Wehrmachtsbericht ist ein Bericht der Wahrheit.

Wenn irgendein bloder britischer Zeitungslimmel nun erklidrt, das miisste erst
bestdtigt werden, der deutsche Wehrmachtsbericht ist bisher schon griindlich
bestitigt worden! Denn es gibt doch wohl keinen Zweifel, dass wir gesiegt haben in
Polen und nicht die Polen, obwohl die britische Presse es anders behauptet hat. Und
es gibt auch keinen Zweifel, dass wir in Norwegen sitzen und nicht die Englédnder.
Es gibt auch keinen Zweifel, dass wir in Belgien und Holland erfolgreich gewesen
sind und nicht die Engldnder. Und es gibt auch keinen Zweifel, dass Deutschland
Frankreich besiegt hat und nicht umgekehrt. Es gibt auch keinen Zweifel, dass
endlich wir in Griechenland sind und auch wieder nicht die Englinder oder die
Neuseeldnder. Und auch auf Kreta sind sie nicht, sondern wir sind dort. Also hat der
deutsche Heeresbericht die Wahrheit gesagt und nicht die anderen.

Und im Osten ist es nicht anders. Nach der englischen Version haben wir seit drei
Monaten eine Niederlage nach der anderen bekommen. Aber wir stehen tausend
Kilometer iiber unserer Grenze. Wir stehen ostlich von Smolensk, wir stehen vor
Leningrad, und wir stehen am Schwarzen Meer, wir stehen vor der Krim und nicht
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die Russen stehen etwa am Rhein. Wenn also bisher Russland dauernd gesiegt hat,
dann haben sie ihre Siege jedentfalls nicht ausgeniitzt, sondern sie sind nach jedem
Sieg hundert oder zweihundert Kilometer sofort zurtickmarschiert, wahrscheinlich
um uns in die Tiefe des Raumes zu locken!

Im Ubrigen sprechen iiber die GroBe dieses Kampfes einige Zahlen. Es sind viele
unter Thnen, die noch den Weltkrieg mitgemacht hatten und die wissen, was es
heiBt, Getangene zu machen und auch nur hundert Kilometer vorwirts zu erobern.
Die Zahl der Gefangenen ist nunmehr auf rund 2,5 Millionen Russen gewachsen.
Die Zahl der erbeuteten oder vernichteten, aber bei uns befindlichen Geschiitze
betrigt bereits jetzt rund 22 Tausend. Die Zahl der vernichteten oder erbeuteten,
also bei uns befindlichen Panzer betridgt jetzt bereits tiber 18 Tausend. Die Zahl der
vernichteten, zerstorten oder abgeschossenen Flugzeuge iiber 14,5 Tausend.

Und dahinter befindet sich nun ein Raum, der zweimal so grobB ist, als das Deutsche
Reich war, das ich 1933 zur Fiihrung erhielt oder viermal so grof3 als England. Die
Luftlinie aber, die die deutschen Soldaten zuriickgelegt haben, betrdgt fast
durchgehend heute tiber 800 bis 1000 Kilometer. Das ist Luftlinie und das sind
Marschkilometer, die oft das Anderthalbfache und Doppelte bedeuten, auf einer
Frontlinge, die gigantisch ist, und einem Gegner gegeniiber, der — das muss ich hier
aussprechen — nicht aus Menschen besteht, sondern aus Tieren, aus Bestien. Was
der Bolschewismus aus Menschen machen kann, das haben wir jetzt hier gesehen.
Wir diirfen der Heimat nicht die Bilder bringen, die uns da zur Verfligung stehen.
Es ist das Grauenhafteste, was Menschengehirne sich ersinnen kénnen. Ein Gegner,
der zugleich kdmpft aus tierischer Blutgier einerseits und aus Feigheit und Angst
vor seinen Kommissaren andererseits.

Ein Land, das nach fast flinfundzwanzigjihrigem bolschewistischem Dasein
nunmehr unsere Soldaten kennengelernt haben. Und ich weil3 nur eines: wer dort
war und noch im Herzen in irgendeiner Falte vielleicht noch Kommunist und nur
im ideellsten Sinne gewesen sein sollte, der kehrt zuriick von dieser Auftassung als
geheilt; da konnen Sie tiberzeugt sein.

Das Paradies der Arbeiter und der Bauern, das ich immer geschildert habe, das
werden nach Beendigung dieses Feldzuges fiinf oder sechs Millionen Soldaten
bestitigen, so wie ich’s geschildert habe. Das werden die Zeugen, die, ich darin
aufrufen kann. Die sind tiber die Strallen dieses Paradieses marschiert. Die haben in
diesen elenden Raten dieses Paradieses nicht leben konnen, denn sie gehen gar nicht
hinein, wenn es nicht unbedingt notwendig ist. Sie haben die Einrichtungen gesehen
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dieses Paradieses. Es ist das eine einzige Waftenfabrik auf Kosten des Lebens
Standards dieser Menschen, eine Waftenfabrik gegen Europa.

Und gegen diesen grausamen, bestialischen, tierischen Gegner, gegen diesen
Gegner mit dieser gewaltigen Riistung, da haben unsere Soldaten diese Siege
erkdmpft.

Ich weill kein Lob, das ihrer gerecht werden konnte. Was sie an Mut und an
Tapferkeit hier dauernd vollbringen und an Anstrengungen, an unermesslichen
Anstrengungen, es ist unvorstellbar. Ob es sich um unsere Panzerdivisionen oder
Motordivisionen handelt, oder ob es sich um unsere Artillerie oder Pioniere, dreht,
ob wir unsere Flieger nehmen, unsere Jiger, unsere Sturzkamptbomber, unsere
Schlachttlieger, oder ob wir unsere Marine nehmen, und ich schlielle hier gleich ein
die Besatzungen wie immer unserer U-Boote, ob wir endlich unsere Gebirgstruppen
im Norden nehmen, oder ob wir die Minner unserer Waften-SS nennen, sie sind alle
gleich. Uber allem aber, und dar, mochte ich hier wieder besonders betonen, iiber
allem steht in seinen Leistungen der deutsche Infanterist, der deutsche Musketier.
Denn, meine Freunde, wir haben dort Divisionen, die seit dem Friihjahr iber
zweleinhalb bis dreitausend Kilometer zu Full marschiert sind, zahlreiche
Divisionen, die tausend und eineinhalb und zweitausend Kilometer zuriickgelegt
haben. Das spricht sich leicht aus. Ich kann sagen, wenn man iiberhaupt von
Blitzkrieg redet, dann verdienen es diese Soldaten, dass man ihre Leistungen als
blitzartige bezeichnet. In der Geschichte sind sie im Vorwirtsmarschieren noch nie,
tibertroffen worden, hochstens 1m Davonlaufen von einigen englischen
Regimentern.

Ich will dabei nicht etwa den Gegner schmihen, ich will nur dem deutschen
Soldaten die Gerechtigkeit zuteilwerden lassen, die er verdient. Er hat
Uniibertreftliches geleistet! Und mit ihm auch alle die Organisationen, die heute
teils Arbeiter sind, teils aber auch Soldaten. Denn in diesem gewaltigen Raum, da ist
heute fast jeder Soldat. Jeder Arbeitsmann ist Soldat. Jeder Eisenbahner dort ist
Soldat. In diesem ganzen Gebiet muss alles dauernd mit der Waffe Dienst tun. Und
es ist ein Riesengebiet.

Und was hinter dieser Front geleistet wurde, ist genau so gewaltig wie die
Leistungen der Front. Uber 25000 Kilometer russische Bahnen sind wieder in
Betrieb. Uber 15000 Kilometer russische Bahnen sind auf deutsche Spur
umgewandelt worden. Und wissen Sie, was das hei3t? Das heilit, dass der grofite
Querschnitt des Deutschen Reiches von einst, etwa von Stettin bis zu den
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bayerischen Bergen, dass also eine solche Linie, die knapp tausend Kilometer
umfasst, fiinfzehnmal nebeneinandergelegt worden ist, heute bereits auf deutsche
Spur im Osten.

Und hinter dieser Front baut sich bereits die neue Verwaltung auf, die dafiir sorgen
wird, dass diese ganzen riesigen Gebiete, wenn dieser Krieg linger dauert, der
deutschen Heimat und den uns Verbiindeten niitzen wird. Und ihr Nutzen wird ein
ungeheurer sein, und es soll keiner zweiteln, dass wir sie zu organisieren verstehen!

Wenn ich Thnen aber nun so nur in wenigen Sitzen ein Bild der einmaligen
Leistungen unserer Soldaten gebe und all derer, die heute hier im Osten kdmpfen
oder titig sind, dann mochte ich auch den Dank der Front der Heimat tibermitteln,
den Dank unserer Soldaten fiir die Watten, die die Heimat geliefert hat, fiir die
ausgezeichneten und erstklassigen Waffen, den Dank fiir die Munition, die dieses
Mal zum Unterschied des Weltkriegs in unbegrenzten Mengen, soweit sie nur
transportiert werden kann, zur Verfiigung steht.

Es ist nur ein Transportproblem. Wir haben so vorgesorgt, dass in der Mitte dieses
gigantischen Materialkriegs ich auf grofen Gebieten die weitere Produktion
nunmehr einstellen konnte, weil ich weil3, dass es jetzt keinen Gegner mehr gibt,
den wir mit den vorhandenen Munitionsmengen nicht niederzwingen wiirden.

Und wenn Sie manches Mal in der Zeitung lesen iiber die gigantischen Pline
anderer Staaten, was sie alles zu tun gedenken und beginnen, und wenn sie hier von
Milliarden Summen horen, so, meine Volksgenossen, erinnern Sie sich an das, was
ich jetzt sage:

Erstens: wir stellen in den Dienst dieses Kampfes auch einen ganzen Kontinent.

Zweitens: wir reden nicht von Kapital sondern von Arbeitskraft. Und diese
Arbeitskraft stellen wir hundertprozentig in diesen Dienst.

Drittens: Wenn wir dariiber nicht reden, dann heif3t das nicht, dass wir nichts tun.

Ich weill ganz genau, dass die anderen alles besser machen als wir. Sie bauen Tanks,
die uniiberwindlich sind. Sie sind schneller als die unseren, sie sind stidrker
gepanzert als die unseren, sie haben bessere Kanonen als die unseren, und sie
brauchen gar kein Benzin. Im Kampt haben wir sie bisher noch {iberall
abgeschossen. Und das ist das Entscheidende. Sie bauen Wundertlugzeuge. Es sind
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immer Wunderdinge, die sie machen, alles unbegreiflich, auch technisch
unbegreiflich. Aber sie haben noch keine Maschinen, die die unseren tibertreften.
Und die Maschinen, die bei uns heute fahren oder schieBen oder fliegen, sind nicht
jene Maschinen, mit denen wir nichstes Jahr fahren oder schiefen oder fliegen
werden.

Millionen und Millionen deutsche Arbeiter, sie schaffen unentwegt. Und es ist
bewunderungswiirdig, was sie leisten. Und tiber allem auch hier wieder die deutsche
Frau, das deutsche Midchen, die Millionen von Minnern ersetzen, die heute an der
Front sind. Wir konnen wirklich sagen, zum ersten Mal in der Geschichte: ein
ganzes Volk ist jetzt im Kampf, teils an der Front, teils in der Heimat.

Wenn ich aber das ausspreche, dann ergibt sich fiir mich als alten
Nationalsozialisten daraus eine zwingende Erkenntnis. Wir haben nun zwel
Extreme kennengelernt.

Das eine das sind die kapitalistischen Staaten, die mit Liigen oder mit Betriigen und
mit Betriigereien ihren Voélkern die natiirlichsten Lebensrechte verweigern, die
ausschlieBlich ihre Finanzinteressen im Auge behalten, die bereit sind, dafiir
Millionen Menschen zu opfern.

Nach der anderen Seite, da sehen wir das kommunistische Extrem: einen Staat, der
unsagbares Elend tiber Millionen und Millionen gebracht hat, und auch nur seiner
Doktrin das Gliick der anderen opfert.

Daraus kann es nun in meinen Augen fiir uns alle nur eine Verpflichtung geben,
namlich: unserem nationalen und sozialistischen Ideal mehr denn je zuzustreben.
Denn iiber eines miissen wir uns im klaren sein: wenn dieser Krieg einst beendet
sein wird, dann hat ihn gewonnen der deutsche Soldat, der aus den Bauernhoten, aus
den Fabriken und so weiter stammt, der in seiner Masse wirklich die Masse unseres
Volkes darstellt. Und es hat ithn gewonnen die deutsche Heimat mit den Millionen
Arbeitern und Arbeiterinnen, Bauern und Biuerinnen. Es haben ihn gewonnen die
schaffenden Menschen im Kontor, im Beruf, alle diese Millionen Menschen, die téitig
sind, die haben ihn gewonnen. Und fiir diese Menschen muss dann dieser Staat hier
aufgerichtet werden, ausschlieBlich fiir diese Menschen.

Wenn dieser Krieg zu Ende sein wird, dann werde ich aus ihm zuriickkehren als ein
noch viel fanatischerer Nationalsozialist, als ich es frither war. Und es wird ein
Gliick sein fiir alle diejenigen, die zur Fiihrung berufen sind. Denn in diesem Staat
herrscht ja nicht, wie etwa in Sowjetrussland, das Prinzip der sogenannten
Gleichheit, sondern nur das Prinzip der Gerechtigkeit. Wer als Fiihrer geeignet ist,
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sel es militdrisch, politisch, oder sei es wirtschaftlich, er ist uns immer gleichhoch
wert. Aber genau so wert, muss auch derjenige sein, ohne dessen Mitarbeit jede
Fihrung ein leeres Tun bliebe, nur Gedankenakrobatik. Und das ist das
Entscheidende. Das deutsche Volk kann heute stolz sein. Es hat die besten
politischen Fiihrer, es hat die besten Feldherren, es hat die besten Ingenieure,
Wirtschaftstiihrer, Fiihrer, Organisatoren, es hat aber auch den besten Arbeiter, den
besten Bauern; es hat das beste Volk.

Und alle diese Menschen nun in eine Gemeinschaft zu verschmelzen, war einst die
Aufgabe, die wir uns als Nationalsozialisten stellten, die Aufgabe, die uns heute noch
viel klarer ist als je zuvor. Ich komme aus diesem Krieg einst zuriick wieder mit
meinem alten Parteiprogramm, dessen Erfiillung mir noch wichtiger ist und zu sein
scheint als vielleicht am ersten Tag.

Diese Erkenntnis hat mich auch heute nur ganz kurz hierher getiihrt, um das dem
deutschen Volk zu sagen. Denn es hat auch im Winterhilfswerk wieder eine
Gelegenheit, den Geist dieser Gemeinschatt zu bekunden. Was die Front opfert, das
kann iiberhaupt durch nichts gut gemacht werden. Aber immerhin, auch das, was
die Heimat leistet, muss vor der Geschichte dereinst bestehen konnen. Es muss
wenigstens so sein, dass der Soldat, der an der Front ist, weil}, dass zu Hause sich
die Heimat um jeden Zuriickgebliebenen bekiimmert und fiir ihn nach bester
Moglichkeit sorgt. Das muss er wissen. Und das muss sein, damit auch diese Heimat
dereinst in Ehren genannt wird neben den gewaltigen Leistungen der Front.

Jeder weil}, was er tun muss in dieser Zeit. Jede Frau und jeder Mann, sie wissen,
was man mit Recht von ihnen fordert und was zu geben sie verpflichtet sind. Und
wenn sie nur einmal iiber die Straflen gehen und im Zweifel sein sollten, ob sie noch
einmal geben sollen oder geben miissen, dann mogen sie nur einen Blick seitwirts
wenden, vielleicht wird ihnen dann einer begegnen, der viel mehr als sie fir
Deutschland geopfert hat. Und nur dann, wenn dieses ganze deutsche Volk zu so
einer einzigen Opfergemeinschaft wird, dann allein kénnen wir auch erwarten, dann
konnen wir hotfen, dass uns die Vorsehung auch in der Zukunft wieder beistehen
wird.

Der Herrgott hat noch niemals einem Faulen geholfen. Er hilft auch keinem Feigen.
Er hilft auch keinem Volk, das sich nicht selber helfen will.

Hier gilt im grofiten der Grundsatz: Volk, hilt dir selbst, dann wird der Herrgott
seine Hilfe dir nicht verweigern!
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These are Great Days
Winston Churchill

October 29, 1941

Almost a year has passed since I came down here at your Head Master’s kind
invitation in order to cheer myself and cheer the hearts of a few of my friends by
singing some of our own songs.

The ten months that have passed have seen very terrible catastrophic events in the
world — ups and downs, misfortunes — but can anyone sitting here this afternoon,
this October afternoon, not feel deeply thankful for what has happened in the time
that has passed and for the very great improvement in the position of our country
and of our home?

Why, when I was here last time we were quite alone, desperately alone, and we had
been so for five or six months. We were poorly armed. We are not so poorly armed
today; but then we were very poorly armed. We had the unmeasured menace of the
enemy and their air attack still beating upon us, and you yourselves had had
experience of this attack; and I expect you are beginning to feel impatient that there
has been this long lull with nothing particular turning up.

You cannot tell from appearances how things shall go. Sometimes imagination
makes things out far worse than they are; yet without imagination not much can be
done. Those people who are imaginative see many more dangers than perhaps exist;
certainly many more than will happen; but then they must also pray to be given that
extra courage to carry this far-reaching imagination.

But for everyone, surely, what we have gone through in this period — I am
addressing myself to the School — surely from this period of ten months, this is the
lesson:

Never give in. Never give in. Never, never, never, never — in nothing, great or small,
large or petty — never give in, except to convictions of honor and good sense. Never
yield to force. Never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy.

We stood all alone a year ago, and to many countries it seemed that our account was
closed, we were finished. All this tradition of ours, our songs, our School history,
this part of the history of this country, all were gone and finished and liquidated.
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Very different is the mood today. Britain, other nations thought, had drawn a
sponge across her slate. But instead our country stood in the gap. There was no
flinching and no thought of giving in; and by what seemed almost a miracle to those
outside these Islands, though we ourselves never doubted it, we now find ourselves
in a position where I say we can be sure that we have only to persevere to conquer.

You sang here a verse of a School Song: you sang that extra verse written in my
honor, which I was very greatly complimented by and which you have repeated
today. But there is one word in it [ want to alter - [ wanted to do so last year, but I
did not venture to. It is the line: “Not less we praise in darker days”.

[ have obtained the Head Master’s permission to alter darker to sterner. “Not less
we praise in sterner days”.

Do not let us speak of darker days: let us speak rather of sterner days. These are not
dark days; these are great days — the greatest days our country has ever lived; and
we must all thank God that we have been allowed, each of us according to our
stations, to play a part in making these days memorable in the history of our race.
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Broadcast to the People of Soviet Union
losif Stalin
November 07, 1941

ToBapumy KpacHOApMEHIIbI ¥ KpacHO(MIOTIBI, KOMAaHIUPHI W TOJUTPAOOTHUKH,
pabouue ¥ pabOTHHUIIBI, KOJIXO3HUKH U KOJIXO3HMIIbI, pAOOTHUKUA WHTEIIUTEHTHOTO
Tpyna, OpaThsi W CeCTpbl B ThUIy HAlIEro Bpara, BPEMEHHO IMOMNAaBIIUE MOJ IO
HEMEIKNX pa300MHUKOB, HAIIM CJIaBHbIC MAapPTU3aHbl U MAPTU3AHKHU, Pa3pyIlIAIONINe
TBUIbI HEMEIKUX 3aXBATYUKOB!

Or umenn CoBEeTCKOro TIPABUTEIBCTBA W HalIed OOJIBIIEBUCTCKON MapTHH
MPUBETCTBYI0O Bac U MO3JApaBiisii0 ¢ 24-if rojoBmmHON Benukoit OKTAOpbCKOi
COLMAJIMCTUYECKON PEBOJIFOLUN.

ToBapummu! B TsxkenbIX yCIOBHUSIX MNPUXOAUTCA NPa3IHOBaTh CErofHs 24-10
rofioBmiuHy OKTSOphCKOM  peBONIIOIMU. BeposoMHOE HamajJeHHe HEeMEIKUX
pa300ilHMKOB M HaBsi3aHHAs HAM BOWHA CO3Jajy yrpo3y MJs Hamed crpaHbl. Mbl
MOTEPSUIA BPEMEHHO Psii 00sacTel, Bpar ouyTuics y BopoT Jlenunrpaga u MoOCKBBI.
Bpar paccunmthiBam Ha TO, 4YTO MOCJE MEPBOrO K€ yJapa Halla apMus OyaeT
paccesiHa, Hama cTpaHa OyaeT mocTaBieHa Ha KoieHd. Ho Bpar »kecTtoko
npocuutancs. HecMoTpss Ha BpeMeHHbIE HEYyCNEeXH, Hamla apMus M Haml (ot
repoiicku OTOMBAIOT aTakW Bpara Ha MPOTSHKEHUM BCEro (poHTA, HAHOCT €My
TSDKEJIBIA YPOH, a Hallla CTpaHa, — BCS Hallla CTPaHa, — OPTraHU30BAJIaCh B €IMHBIN
00€eBOM Jlarepb, 4TOOBI BMECTE C Hallleld apMued U HalluM (JIOTOM OCYIIECTBUTH
pPa3rpoM HEMEIKHUX 3aXBAaTYMKOB.

briBanu nHM, KOrja Hallla CTpaHa HaxoJWJIach B elle 0oJiee TSKEIOM MOJIOKEHUU.
Bcnomante 1918 rom, xorma Mpl Mpa3gHOBAIM MEPBYIO TOAOBIIMHY OKTSOPHCKOM
peBoitonu. Tpu 4eTBEPTH HAIlIEW CTpaHbl HAXOAUIKUCHh TOTJa B pyKaX MHOCTPAHHBIX
uHTepBeHTOB. YkpauHa, KaBka3, Cpennsisi Azusa, Ypan, Cubups, Jansauit Boctok
OBLTM BPEMEHHO TOTEpPSHbI HaMU. Y Hac HE ObUIO COIO3HMKOB, y HAc He ObUIO
KpacHoit Apmun, — MBI €€ TOJBKO Haydajdd Cco37aBaTh, — HEXBaTalO XJieOa,
HEXBATaJ0 BOOPYKEHUS, HeEXBaTalio oOMyHaupoBaHusa. 14 rocymapcTB Hacemaiu
TOrJJa Ha Hally CcTpaHy. Ho MBI HE yHBIBaJIM, HE MAJaJId AYyXOM. B OrHe BOWHBI
opraHu3oBaju Torna Mbl KpacHyro ApMUIO U IpeBpaTUIM Hally CTPaHY B BOCHHBIM
narepb. Jlyx Benukoro JleHWHa BIOXHOBJSJI HAc TOrJa Ha BOMHY TMPOTHUB
uHTEepBEHTOB. 1 uT0 )e? Mpbl pa30uiay MHTEPBEHTOB, BEPHYJIHM BCE TMOTEPSHHBIC
TEPPUTOPHH U JTOOUITUCH ITOOESTBI.
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Tenepr monoxeHune Hamel cTpaHbl Kyaa ioydme, yem 23 rona Hazazn. Hama crpana
BO MHOTO pa3 Oorave Tenepb U MPOMBIIUICHHOCTHIO, H MPOJIOBOJILCTBUEM, H CHIPHEM,
yem 23 roja Hazaa. Y Hac €cTh TEMepb COIO3HHUKH, JAEp)Kallde BMECTE C HaMH
eIWHBIA (PPOHT MPOTUB HEMEIKHX 3aXBAaTYMKOB. MBI MUMEEM TEIeph COYYBCTBUE H
MOAJICPKKY BCEX HApOJI0B EBpOMBI, MOMABIIMX MO MI'O THTICPOBCKOW TUpAHUU. MBI
MMEeM Teleph 3aMeuaTelbHYI0 apMHI0 H  3aMeYaTelIbHBIN  (IIoT, TPYAbBIO
OTCTaMBaIOIIME CBOOOAY M HE3aBUCUMOCThH Hamiedl PoauHbl. Y Hac HET cephe3HOM
HEXBAaTKA HHU B TPOJOBOJLCTBUH, HU B BOOPYXCHHH, HH B OOMYHAMpPOBAaHWU. Bes
Hallla CTpaHa, BCE HAPOJbI HAIICH CTPAaHbI MOIMHUPAIOT HAIly apMHIo, Ham (JIoT,
noMorasi UM pa3OuTh 3aXBaTHUYECKHE OpJbl HeMenKuXx (ammcroB. Hamm moackue
pe3epBsl Heucuepmaembl. Jlyx Bemukoro JleHmHa W ero moOeqOHOCHOE 3HAMS
BJIOXHOBJISIFOT Hac Terepb Ha OTedecTBEHHYIO BOMHY TaK e, Kak 23 rojia Hazaj.

Pa3Be MOXHO COMHEBATHCSA B TOM, YTO MBI MOXKEM W JOJDKHBI ITOOEIUTH HEMEIIKUX
3aXBATYUKOB?

Bpar He Tak cuwieH, Kak H300pa)kalOT €ro HEKOTOphle MepemyraHHbIe
VHTEJUIMTeHTUKU. He Tak cTpaiieH 4opt, kak ero mMamoroT. KTo Moxer oTpuuars,
yro Hama KpacnHas Apmus He pa3 oOpamanga B IaHMYECKOE OErcTBO XBaJICHBIC
HeMeIlkue Boicka? Eciam cyauTh He 10 XBAaCTJIMBBIM 3asBJICHUSM HEMEIKUX
MPOTNaraHAMuCTOB, a MO JCUCTBUTEILHOMY IMOJIOKEHUIO ['epMannu, HETPYIHO Oyner
MOHATh, YTO HEMEIKO-(palIMCTCKUE 3aXBaTYMKU CTOST Tiepen Karactpodoil. B
I'epmanuu Temepb LApAT royioJ M oOHMINAHWE, 3a 4 Mecsiua BoWHBI ['epmanus
norepsiia 4 ¢ MOJOBUHOW MWJUIMOHA CoOJIaT, ['epMaHusi HUCTEKaeT KPOBbIO, €€
JOACKUE PE3€pPBbI UCCIKAIOT, AyX BO3MYIICHHS OBJIAJEBAET HE TOJBKO HAPOJAMHU
EBporbl, moamaBmmMu nojJ Uro HEMEIKUX 3aXBATYMKOB, HO U CAMHUM T'€PMAHCKUM
HApOJIOM, KOTOpPBIM HE BHAUT KOHIIA BOMHBI. HeMelnkue 3aXxBaTUMKW HAMPSATAOT
nocieanue cuiibl. Her coMHenus, yto ['epMaHust HE MOKET BBLAEPKATH JOJITO TAKOTO
HanpspkeHus. Ellle HeCKONbKO MECAIeB, €IIe I0JTroJia, MOXKET OBITh TOIUK, — U
TUTIEPOBCKas [ 'epmMaHus AOJKHA JIOMHYTH MO TSXKECThIO CBOUX MPECTYIIJICHUIM.

ToBapuiu KpacHOapMEHIlbI U KpacHO(MIOTIBI, KOMAHIUPHI M TOJUTPAOOTHUKH,
naptuzanel U naptu3anku! Ha Bac cMOTpuT Bech MuUp, Kak Ha CUIy, CIIOCOOHYIO
YHUUYTOXXUTh TPAOUTEIHLCKUE TMOJYHUIA HEMEIKMX 3axBaT4ukoB. Ha Bac cMmotpsr
nopabolieHHbie HapoAbl EBpoIibI, MoAmaBIme moj Uro HEMEIKUX 3aXBaTUUKOB, KaK
Ha CBOMX oOcBoOojauteneil. Benmukass ocBoOoauTenbHAss MUCCHUs Bblllajla Ha Ballly
nonto. bynbre ke nmocroiiHbiMU 3Toi Muccuu! BoiiHa, KOTOpYyIO BBl BEIETE, €CTh
BOIfHa OCBOOOJUTENbHAsA, BOifHa crpaBe/yuBas. I[lycTh BIOXHOBISIET Bac B 3TOM
BOWHE MYKECTBEHHBI 00pa3 HAIMX BEIUKUX MpeaKkoB — Anekcanapa Hesckoro,
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Humvutpus [Jonckoro, Kysemsl Mwununa, umutpus Iloxapckoro, Anexcanapa
CyBopoBa, Muxauna Kyrty3osa! [IycTs oceHUT Bac moOEIOHOCHOE 3HAMS BEITUKOTO
Jlenunal

3a MOJIHBINA Pa3rpPOM HEMEIKUX 3aXBaTYUKOB!
CMepTb HEMELIKUM OKKYyIaHTam!
Ja 3npaBcTByeT Haia ciaBHas Poguna, ee cBoOoa, ee He3aBUCUMOCTH !

ITon 3Hamenem Jlennna — Bniepen k modene!




