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Message to the Congress of the United States
Harry Truman
June 07, 1945
There can be no peace in the world until the military power of Japan is destroyedwith the same completeness as was the power of the European dictators.
To do that, we are now engaged in a process of deploying millions of our armed
forces against Japan in a mass movement of troops and supplies and weapons over
14,000 miles – a military and naval feat unequaled in all history.
Substantial portions of Japan's key industrial centers have been leveled to the
ground in a series of record incendiary raids. What has already happened to Tokyo
will happen to every Japanese city whose industries feed the Japanese war machine.
If the Japanese insist on continuing resistance beyond the point of reason, their
country will suffer the same destruction as Germany. Our blows will destroy their
whole modern industrial plant and organization, which they have built up during
the past century and which they are now devoting to a hopeless cause.
We have no desire or intention to destroy or enslave the Japanese people. But only
surrender can prevent the kind of ruin which they have seen come to Germany as a
result of continued, useless resistance.
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Declaration after Japanese Rejection to American Ultimatum
Harry Truman
July 29, 1945
We are now prepared to obliterate more rapidly and completely every productive
enterprise the Japanese have above ground in any city. We shall destroy their docks,
their factories, and their communications. Let there be no mistake; we shall
completely destroy Japan's power to make war. Let there be no mistake: we shall
completely destroy Japan's power to make war. It was to spare the Japanese people
from utter destruction that the ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam. Their
leaders promptly rejected that ultimatum. If they do not now accept our terms, they
may expect a rain of ruin from the air, the like of which has never been seen on this
earth.
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Account of the Atomic Bomb Attack on Hiroshima
Paul Tibbets
August 06, 1945
As the bomb left the airplane we took over manual control, made an extremely steep
turn to try to put as much distance between us and the explosion as possible. After
we felt the explosion hit the airplane – that is the concussion waves – we knew the
bomb had exploded, everything was a success, so we took a turn around to look at it.
The sight that greeted our eyes was quite beyond what we had expected because we
saw this cloud of boiling dust and debris below us with its tremendous mushroom
on top. Beneath that was hidden the ruins of the city of Hiroshima.
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Announcement of the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima
Harry Truman
August 06, 1945
The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, a
military base. We won the race of discovery against the Germans. We have used it
in order to shorten the agony of war, in order to save the lives of thousands and
thousands of young Americans. We shall continue to use it until we completely
destroy Japan's power to make war.
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Report on Potsdam Conference
Harry Truman
August 9, 1945
My fellow Americans,
I have just returned from Berlin, the city from which the Germans intended to rule
the world. It is a ghost city. The buildings are in ruins, its economy and its people
are in ruins.
Our party also visited what is left of Frankfurt and Darmstadt. We flew over the
remains of Kassel, Magdeburg, and other devastated cities. German women and
children and old men were wandering over the highways, returning to bombed-out
homes or leaving bombed out cities, searching for food and shelter.
War has indeed come home to Germany and to the German people. It has come
home in all the frightfulness with which the German leaders started and waged it.
The German people are beginning to atone for the crimes of the gangsters whom
they placed in power and whom they wholeheartedly approved and obediently
followed. We also saw some of the terrific destruction which the war had brought to
the occupied countries of Western Europe and to England.
How glad I am to be home again. And how grateful to Almighty God that this land
of ours has been spared.
We must do all we can to spare her from the ravages of any future breach of the
peace. That is why, though the United States wants no territory or profit or selfish
advantages out of this war, we are going to maintain the military bases necessary
for the complete protection of our interests and of world peace. Bases which our
military experts deem to be essential for our protection, and which are not now in
our possession, we will acquire. We will acquire them by arrangements consistent
with the United Nations Charter.
No one can foresee what another war would mean to our own cities and our own
people. What we are doing to Japan now – even with the new atomic bomb – is only
a small fraction of what would happen to the world in a third World War. That is
why the United Nations are determined that there shall be no next war.
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That is why the United Nations are determined to remain united and strong. We
can never permit any aggressor in the future to be clever enough to divide us or
strong enough to defeat us. That was the guiding spirit in the conference at San
Francisco. That was the guiding spirit in the conference of Berlin. That will be the
guiding spirit in the peace settlements to come.
In the conference of Berlin, it was easy for me to get along in mutual understanding
and friendship with Generalissimo Stalin, with Prime Minister Churchill, and later
with Prime Minister Attlee. Strong foundations of good will and cooperation had
been laid by President Roosevelt. And it was clear that those foundations rested
upon much more than the personal friendships of three individuals. There was a
fundamental accord and agreement upon the objectives ahead of us.
Two of the three conferees of Teheran and Yalta were missing by the end of this
conference. Each of them was sorely missed. Each had done his work toward
winning this war. Each had made a great contribution toward establishing and
maintaining a lasting world peace. Each of them seems to have been ordained to
lead his country in its hour of greatest need. And so thoroughly had they done their
jobs that we were able to carry on and to reach many agreements essential to the
future peace and security of the world.
The results of the Berlin conference have been published. There were no secret
agreements or commitments – apart from current military arrangements. And it
was made perfectly plain to my colleagues at the conference that, under our
Constitution, the President has no power to make any treaties without ratification
by the Senate of the United States.
I want to express my thanks for the excellent services which were rendered at this
conference by Secretary of State Byrnes, and which were highly commended by the
leaders of the other two powers. I am thankful also to the other members of the
American delegation – Admiral Leahy, and Ambassadors Harriman, Davies, and
Pauley –and to the entire American staff. Without their hard work and sound advice
the conference would have been unable to accomplish as much as it did.
The conference was concerned with many political and economic questions. But
there was one strictly military matter uppermost in the minds of the American
delegates. It was the winning of the war against Japan. On our program, that was
the most important item. The military arrangements made at Berlin were of course
secret. One of those secrets was revealed yesterday, when the Soviet Union declared
war on Japan.
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The Soviet Union, before she had been informed of our new weapon, agreed to enter
the war in the Pacific. We gladly welcome into this struggle against the last of the
Axis aggressors our gallant and victorious ally against the Nazis. The Japs will soon
learn some more of the other military secrets agreed upon at Berlin. They will learn
them firsthand – and they will not like them.
Before we met at Berlin, the United States Government had sent to the Soviet and
British Governments our ideas of what should be taken up at the conference. At the
first meeting our delegation submitted these proposals for discussion. Subjects were
added by the Soviet and British Governments, but in the main the conference was
occupied with the American proposals.
Our first nonmilitary agreement in Berlin was the establishment of the Council of
Foreign Ministers. The Council is going to be the continuous meeting ground of the
five principal governments, on which to reach common understanding regarding the
peace settlements. This does not mean that the five governments are going to try to
dictate to, or dominate, other nations. It will be their duty to apply, so far as
possible, the fundamental principles of justice underlying the Charter adopted at San
Francisco.
Just as the meeting at Dumbarton Oaks drew up the proposals to be placed before
the conference at San Francisco, so this Council of Foreign Ministers will lay the
groundwork for future peace settlements. This preparation by the Council will make
possible speedier, more orderly, more efficient, and more cooperative peace
settlements than could otherwise be obtained.
One of the first tasks of the Council of Foreign Ministers is to draft proposed
treaties of peace with former enemy countries – Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary,
and Finland. These treaties, of course, will have to be passed upon by all the nations
concerned. In our own country the Senate will have to ratify them. But we shall
begin at once the necessary preparatory work. Adequate study now may avoid the
planting of the seeds of future wars. I am sure that the American people will agree
with me that this Council of Foreign Ministers will be effective in hastening the day
of peace and reconstruction.
We are anxious to settle the future of Italy first among the former enemy countries.
Italy was the first to break away from the Axis. She helped materially in the final
defeat of Germany. She has now joined us in the war against Japan. She is making
real progress toward democracy. A peace treaty with a democratic Italian
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government will make it possible for us to receive Italy as a member of the United
Nations.
The Council of Foreign Ministers will also have to start the preparatory work for a
German peace settlement. But its final acceptance will have to wait until Germany
has developed a government with which a peace treaty can be made. In the
meantime, the conference of Berlin laid down the specific political and economic
principles under which Germany will be governed by the occupying powers. Those
principles have been published. I hope that all of you will read them.
They seek to rid Germany of the forces which have made her so long feared and
hated, and which have now brought her to complete disaster. They are intended to
eliminate Nazis, armaments, war industries, the German General Staff and all its
military tradition. They seek to rebuild democracy by control of German education,
by reorganizing local government and the judiciary, by encouraging free speech,
free press, freedom of religion, and the right of labor to organize.
German industry is to be decentralized in order to do away with concentration of
economic power in cartels and monopolies. Chief emphasis is to be on agriculture
and peaceful industry. German economic power to make war is to be eliminated.
The Germans are not to have a higher standard of living than their former victims,
the people of the defeated and occupied countries of Europe.
We are going to do what we can to make Germany over into a decent nation, so that
it may eventually work its way from the economic chaos it has brought upon itself,
back into a place in the civilized world. The economic action taken against Germany
at the Berlin conference included another most important item – reparations. We do
not intend again to make the mistake of exacting reparations in money and then
lending Germany the money with which to pay. Reparations this time are to be paid
in physical assets from those resources of Germany which are not required for her
peacetime subsistence.
The first purpose of reparations is to take out of Germany everything with which
she can prepare for another war. Its second purpose is to help the devastated
countries to bring about their own recovery by means of the equipment and material
taken from Germany.
At the Crimea conference a basis for fixing reparations had been proposed for initial
discussion and study by the Reparations Commission. That basis was a total amount
of reparations of twenty billions of dollars. Of this sum, one half was to go to Russia,
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which had suffered more heavily in the loss of life and property than any other
country.
But at Berlin the idea of attempting to fix a dollar value on the property to be
removed from Germany was dropped. To fix a dollar value on the share of each
nation would be a sort of guarantee of the amount each nation would get – a
guarantee which might not be fulfilled.
Therefore, it was decided to divide the property by percentages of the total amount
available. We still generally agreed that Russia should get approximately half of the
total for herself and Poland, and that the remainder should be divided among all the
other nations entitled to reparations.
Under our agreement at Berlin, the reparations claims of the Soviet Union and
Poland are to be met from the property located in the zone of Germany occupied by
the Soviet Union, and from the German assets in Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary,
Rumania and East Austria. The reparations claims of all the other countries are to
be met from property located in the western zones of occupation in Germany, and
from the German assets in all other countries. The Soviet waives all claim to gold
captured by the Allied troops in Germany.
This formula of taking reparations by zones will lead to less friction among the
Allies than the tentative basis originally proposed for study at Yalta.
The difficulty with this formula, however, is that the industrial capital equipment
not necessary for German peace economy is not evenly divided among the zones of
occupation. The western zones have a much higher percentage than the eastern
zone, which is mostly devoted to agriculture and to the production of raw materials.
In order to equalize the distribution and to give Russia and Poland their fair share
of approximately 50 percent, it was decided that they should receive, without any
reimbursement, 10 percent of the capital equipment in the western zones available
for reparations.
As you will note from the communiqué, a further 15 percent of the capital
equipment in the western zones not necessary for Germany's peace economy is also
to be turned over to Russia and Poland. But this is not free. For this property,
Poland and Russia will give to the western zones an equal amount in value in food,
coal, and other raw materials. This 15 percent, therefore, is not additional
reparations for Russia and Poland. It is a means of maintaining a balanced economy
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in Germany and providing the usual exchange of goods between the eastern part
and the western part.
It was agreed at Berlin that the payment of reparations, from whatever zones taken,
should always leave enough resources to enable the German people to subsist
without sustained support from other nations.
The question of Poland was a most difficult one. Certain compromises about Poland
had already been agreed upon at the Crimea conference. They obviously were
binding upon us at Berlin.
By the time of the Berlin conference, the Polish Provisional Government of National
Unity had already been formed; and it had been recognized by all of us. The new
Polish Government had agreed to hold free and unfettered elections as soon as
possible, on the basis of universal suffrage and the secret ballot.
In acceptance – in accordance with the Crimea agreement, we did seek the opinion
of the Polish Provisional Government of National Unity with respect to its western
and northern boundaries.
They agreed, as did we all, that the final determination of the borders could not be
accomplished at Berlin, but must await the peace settlement. However, a
considerable portion of what was the Russian zone of occupation in Germany was
turned over to Poland at the Berlin conference for administrative purposes until the
final determination of the peace settlement.
Nearly every international agreement has in it the element of compromise. The
agreement on Poland is no exception. No one nation can expect to get everything
that it wants. It is a question of give and take – of being willing to meet your
neighbor half-way.
In this instance, there is much to justify the action taken. The agreement on some
line – even provisionally – was necessary to enable the new Poland to organize
itself, and to permit the speedier withdrawal of the armed forces which had liberated
her from the Germans. In the area east of the Curzon line there are over 3,000,000
Poles who are to be returned to Poland. They need room, room to settle. The new
area in the West was formerly populated by Germans. But most of them have
already left in the face of the invading Soviet Army. We were informed that there
were only about a million and a half left.
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The territory the Poles are to administer will enable Poland better to support its
population. It will provide a short and more easily defensible frontier between
Poland and Germany. Settled by Poles, it will provide a more homogeneous nation.
The Three Powers also agreed to help bring about the earliest possible return to
Poland of all Poles who wish to return, including soldiers, with the assurance that
they would have all the rights of other Polish citizens.
The action taken at Berlin will help carry out the basic policy of the United Nations
toward Poland – to create a strong, independent, and prosperous nation with a
government to be selected by the people themselves.
It was agreed to recommend that in the peace settlement a portion of East Prussia
should be turned over to Russia. That, too, was agreed upon at Yalta. It will provide
the Soviet Union, which did so much to bring about victory in Europe, with an icefree port at the expense of Germany.
At Yalta it was agreed, you will recall, that the three governments would assume a
common responsibility in helping to reestablish in the liberated and satellite nations
of Europe governments broadly representative of democratic elements in the
population. That responsibility still stands. We all recognize it as a joint
responsibility of the three governments.
It was reaffirmed in the Berlin Declarations on Rumania, Bulgaria, and Hungary.
These nations are not to be spheres of influence of any one power. They are now
governed by Allied control commissions composed of representatives of the three
governments which met at Yalta and Berlin. These control commissions, it is true,
have not been functioning completely to our satisfaction; but improved procedures
were agreed upon at Berlin. Until these states are reestablished as members of the
international family, they are the joint concern of all of us.
The American delegation was much disturbed over the inability of the
representatives of a free press to get information out of the former German satellite
nations. The three governments agreed at Berlin that the Allied press would enjoy
full freedom from now on to report to the world upon all developments in Rumania,
Bulgaria, Hungary, and Finland. The same agreement was reaffirmed also as to
Poland.
One of the persistent causes for wars in Europe in the last two centuries has been
the selfish control of the waterways of Europe. I mean the Danube, the Black Sea
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Straits, the Rhine, the Kiel Canal, and all the inland waterways of Europe which
border upon two or more states.
The United States proposed at Berlin that there be free and unrestricted navigation
of these inland waterways. We think this is important to the future peace and
security of the world. We proposed that regulations for such navigation be provided
by international authorities.
The function of the agencies would be to develop the use of the waterways and
assure equal treatment on them for all nations. Membership on the agencies would
include the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and France, plus those
states which border on the waterways.
Our proposal was considered by the conference and was referred to the Council of
Ministers. There, the United States intends to press for its adoption.
Any man who sees Europe now must realize that victory in a great war is not
something you win once and for all, like victory in a ball game. Victory in a great
war is something that must be won and kept won. It can be lost after you have won
it – if you are careless or negligent or indifferent.
Europe today is hungry. I am not talking about Germans. I am talking about the
people of the countries which were overrun and devastated by the Germans, and
particularly about the people of Western Europe. Many of them lack clothes and
fuel and tools and shelter and raw materials. They lack the means to restore their
cities and their factories.
As the winter comes on, the distress will increase. Unless we do what we can to
help, we may lose next winter what we won at such terrible cost last spring.
Desperate men are liable to destroy the structure of their society to find in the
wreckage some substitute for hope. If we let Europe go cold and hungry, we may
lose some of the foundations of order on which the hope for worldwide peace must
rest.
We must help to the limits of our strength. And we will.
Our meeting at Berlin was the first meeting of the great Allies since victory was
won in Europe. Naturally our thoughts now turn to the day of victory in Japan.
The British, Chinese, and United States Governments have given the Japanese
people adequate warning of what is in store for them. We have laid down the
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general terms on which they can surrender. Our warning went unheeded; our terms
were rejected. Since then the Japanese have seen what our atomic bomb can do.
They can foresee what it will do in the future.
The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, a
military base. That was because we wished in this first attack to avoid, insofar as
possible, the killing of civilians. But that attack is only a warning of things to come.
If Japan does not surrender, bombs will have to be dropped on her war industries
and, unfortunately, thousands of civilian lives will be lost. I urge Japanese civilians
to leave industrial cities immediately, and save themselves from destruction.
I realize the tragic significance of the atomic bomb. Its production and its use were
not lightly undertaken by this Government. But we knew that our enemies were on
the search for it. We know now how close they were to finding it. And we knew the
disaster which would come to this Nation, and to all peace-loving nations, to all
civilization, if they had found it first. That is why we felt compelled to undertake the
long and uncertain and costly labor of discovery and production.
We won the race of discovery against the Germans. Having found the bomb we
have used it. We have used it against those who attacked us without warning at
Pearl Harbor, against those who have starved and beaten and executed American
prisoners of war, against those who have abandoned all pretense of obeying
international laws of warfare. We have used it in order to shorten the agony of war,
in order to save the lives of thousands and thousands of young Americans. We shall
continue to use it until we completely destroy Japan's power to make war. Only a
Japanese surrender will stop us.
The atomic bomb is too dangerous to be loose in a lawless world. That is why Great
Britain, Canada, and the United States, who have the secret of its production, do not
intend to reveal that secret until means have been found to control the bomb so as
to protect ourselves and the rest of the world from the danger of total destruction.
As far back as last May, Secretary of War Stimson, at my suggestion, appointed a
committee upon which Secretary of State Byrnes served as my personal
representative, to prepare plans for the future control of this bomb. I shall ask the
Congress to cooperate to the end that its production and use be controlled, and that
its power be made an overwhelming influence towards world peace.
We must constitute ourselves trustees of this new force – to prevent its misuse, and
to turn it into the channels of service to mankind. It is an awful responsibility which
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has come to us. We thank God that it has come to us, instead of to our enemies; and
we pray that He may guide us to use it in His ways and for His purposes.
Our victory in Europe was more than a victory of arms. It was a victory of one way
of life over another. It was a victory of an ideal founded on the rights of the common
man, on the dignity of the human being, on the conception of the State as the
servant – and not the master – of its people. A free people showed that it was able to
defeat professional soldiers whose only moral arms were obedience and the worship
of force.
We tell ourselves that we have emerged from this war the most powerful nation in
the world – the most powerful nation, perhaps, in all history. That is true, but not in
the sense some of us believe it to be true. The war has shown us that we have
tremendous resources to make all the materials for war. It has shown us that we
have skillful workers and managers and able generals, and a brave people capable of
bearing arms. All these things we knew before.
The new thing – the thing which we had not known – the thing we have learned
now and should never forget, is this: that a society of self-governing men is more
powerful, more enduring, more creative than any other kind of society, however
disciplined, however centralized. We know now that the basic proposition of the
worth and dignity of man is not a sentimental aspiration or a vain hope or a piece of
rhetoric. It is the strongest, most creative force now present in this world.
Now let us use that force and all our resources and all our skills in the great cause of
a just and lasting peace. The Three Great Powers are now more closely than ever
bound together in determination to achieve that kind of peace. From Teheran, and
the Crimea, from San Francisco and Berlin – we shall continue to march together to
a lasting peace and a happy world.
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Unofficial Announcement of Japanese Unconditional Surrender
Unknown Speaker on MBS
August 14, 1945
From the Mutual News Room in New York. Tokyo Radio says acceptance of
Potsdam Proclamation coming soon. I repeat: Tokyo radio says acceptance of
Potsdam Proclamation coming soon. One moment please.
…
I repeat this bulletin: Tokyo Radio says acceptance of Potsdam Proclamation
coming soon.
A bulletin from San Francisco: Tokyo Radio said today that an Imperial Message
accepting the Potsdam Proclamation would be forthcoming soon. Repeating the
bulletin from San Francisco: Tokyo Radio said today that an Imperial Message
accepting the Potsdam Proclamation would be forthcoming soon. For the news,
listen to your Mutual Station.
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Official Announcement of Japanese Unconditional Surrender
Harry Truman
August 14, 1945
I have received this afternoon a message from the Japanese Government in reply to
the message forwarded to that Government by the Secretary of State on August 11.
I deem this reply a full acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration which specifies the
unconditional surrender of Japan. In the reply there is no qualification.
Arrangements are now being made for the formal signing of surrender terms at the
earliest possible moment.
General Douglas MacArthur has been appointed the Supreme Allied Commander to
receive the Japanese surrender. Great Britain, Russia, and China will be represented
by high-ranking officers.
Meantime, the Allied armed forces have been ordered to suspend offensive action.
The proclamation of VJ day must wait upon the formal signing of the surrender
terms by Japan.
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Jewel Voice Broadcast
Hirohito
August 15, 1945

朕深ク世界ノ大勢ト帝国ノ現状トニ鑑ミ非常ノ措置ヲ以テ時局ヲ収拾セムト
欲シ茲ニ忠良ナル爾臣民ニ告ク
朕ハ帝国政府ヲシテ米英支蘇四国ニ対シ其ノ共同宣言ヲ受諾スル旨通告セシ
メタリ
抑々帝国臣民ノ康寧ヲ図リ万邦共栄ノ楽ヲ偕ニスルハ皇祖皇宗ノ遺範ニシテ
朕ノ拳々惜カサル所曩ニ米英二国ニ宣戦セル所以モ亦実ニ帝国ノ自存ト東亜
ノ安定トヲ庶幾スルニ出テ他国ノ主権ヲ排シ領土ヲ侵スカ如キハ固ヨリ朕カ
志ニアラス然ルニ交戦已ニ四歳ヲ閲シ朕カ陸海将兵ノ勇戦朕カ百僚有司ノ励
精朕カ一億衆庶ノ奉公各々最善ヲ尽セルニ拘ラス戦局必スシモ好転セス世界
ノ大勢亦我ニ利アラス加之敵ハ新ニ残虐ナル爆弾ヲ使用シテ頻ニ無辜ヲ殺傷
シ惨害ノ及フ所真ニ測ルヘカラサルニ至ル而モ尚交戦ヲ継続セムカ終ニ我カ
民族ノ滅亡ヲ招来スルノミナラス延テ人類ノ文明ヲモ破却スヘシ斯ノ如クム
ハ朕何ヲ以テカ億兆ノ赤子ヲ保シ皇祖皇宗ノ心霊ニ謝セムヤ是レ朕カ帝国政
府ヲシテ共同宣言ニ応セシムルニ至レル所以ナリ
朕ハ帝国ト共ニ終始東亜ノ解放ニ協力セル諸盟邦ニ対シ遺憾ノ意ヲ表セサル
ヲ得ス帝国臣民ニシテ戦陣ニ死シ職域ニ殉シ非命ニ斃レタル者及其ノ遺族ニ
想ヲ致セハ五内為ニ裂ク且戦傷ヲ負イ災禍ヲ蒙リ家業ヲ失ヒタル者ノ厚生ニ
至リテハ朕ノ深ク軫念スル所ナリ惟フニ今後帝国ノ受クヘキ苦難ハ固ヨリ尋
常ニアラス爾臣民ノ衷情モ朕善ク之ヲ知ル然レトモ朕ハ時運ノ趨ク所堪へ難
キヲ堪へ忍ヒ難キヲ忍ヒ以テ万世ノ為ニ太平ヲ開カムト欲ス
朕ハ茲ニ国体ヲ護持シ得テ忠良ナル爾臣民ノ赤誠ニ信倚シ常ニ爾臣民ト共ニ
在リ若シ夫レ情ノ激スル所濫ニ事端ヲ滋クシ或ハ同胞排擠互ニ時局ヲ乱リ為
ニ大道ヲ誤リ信義ヲ世界ニ失フカ如キハ朕最モ之ヲ戒ム宜シク挙国一家子孫
相伝ヘ確ク神州ノ不滅ヲ信シ任重クシテ道遠キヲ念ヒ総力ヲ将来ノ建設ニ傾
ケ道義ヲ篤クシ志操ヲ鞏クシ誓テ国体ノ精華ヲ発揚シ世界ノ進運ニ後レサラ
ムコトヲ期スヘシ爾臣民其レ克ク朕カ意ヲ体セヨ
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On the Victory over Japan
Douglas MacArthur
September 01, 1945

Today the guns are silent. A great tragedy has ended. A great victory has been won.
The skies no longer rain death – the seas bear only commerce. Men everywhere
walk upright in the sunlight. The entire world lies quietly at peace. The holy
mission has been completed. And in reporting this to you – the people – I speak for
the thousands of silent lips, forever stilled among the jungles and the beaches and in
the deep waters of the Pacific which marked the way. I speak for the unnamed brave
millions homeward bound to take up the challenge of that future which they did so
much to salvage from the brink of disaster.
As I look back on the long, tortuous trail from those grim days of Bataan and
Corregidor, when an entire world lived in fear, when democracy was on the
defensive everywhere, when modern civilization trembled in the balance, I thank a
merciful God that He has given us the faith, the courage and the power from which
to mold victory. We have known the bitterness of defeat and the exultation of
triumph, and from both we have learned there can be no turning back. We must go
forward to preserve in peace what we won in war.
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Surrender Ceremony Speech
Douglas MacArthur
September 02, 1945

We are gathered here, representatives of the major warring powers, to conclude a
solemn agreement whereby peace may be restored.
The issues involving divergent ideals and ideologies have been determined on the
battlefields of the world, and hence are not for our discussion or debate.
Nor is it for us here to meet, representing as we do a majority of the peoples of the
earth, in a spirit of distrust, malice, or hatred.
But rather it is for us, both victors and vanquished, to rise to that higher dignity
which alone befits the sacred purposes we are about to serve, committing all of our
peoples unreservedly to faithful compliance with the undertakings they are here
formally to assume.
It is my earnest hope, and indeed the hope of all mankind, that from this solemn
occasion a better world shall emerge out of the blood and carnage of the past – a
world founded upon faith and understanding, a world dedicated to the dignity of
man and the fulfillment of his most cherished wish for freedom, tolerance, and
justice.
The terms and conditions upon which surrender of the Japanese Imperial Forces is
here to be given and accepted are contained in the Instrument of Surrender now
before you. As Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, I announce it my firm
purpose – in the tradition of the countries I represent – to proceed in the discharge
of my responsibilities with justice and tolerance, while taking all necessary
dispositions to insure that the terms of surrender are fully, promptly, and faithfully
complied with.
I now invite the representatives of the Emperor of Japan and the Japanese
government and the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters to sign the
Instrument of Surrender at the places indicated.
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On the End of the War
Harry Truman
September 02, 1945

My fellow Americans,
Supreme Allied Commander General McArthur,
Allied Representatives in Tokyo Bay,
the thoughts and hopes of all America – indeed of all the civilized world – are
centered tonight on the battleship Missouri. There on that small piece of American
soil anchored in Tokyo Harbor the Japanese have just officially laid down their
arms. They have signed terms of unconditional surrender.
Four years ago, the thoughts and fears of the whole civilized world were centered
on another piece of American soil – Pearl Harbor. The mighty threat to civilization
which began there is now laid at rest. It was a long road to Tokyo – and a bloody
one.
We shall not forget Pearl Harbor.
The Japanese militarists will not forget the U.S.S. Missouri.
The evil done by the Japanese war lords can never be repaired or forgotten. But
their power to destroy and kill has been taken from them. Their armies and what is
left of their Navy are now impotent.
To all of us there comes first a sense of gratitude to Almighty God who sustained us
and our Allies in the dark days of grave danger, who made us to grow from
weakness into the strongest fighting force in history, and who has now seen us
overcome the forces of tyranny that sought to destroy His civilization.
God grant that in our pride of the hour, we may not forget the hard tasks that are
still before us; that we may approach these with the same courage, zeal, and patience
with which we faced the trials and problems of the past four years.
Our first thoughts, of course – thoughts of gratefulness and deep obligation – go out
to those of our loved ones who have been killed or maimed in this terrible war. On
land and sea and in the air, American men and women have given their lives so that
this day of ultimate victory might come and assure the survival of a civilized world.
No victory can make good their loss.
We think of those whom death in this war has hurt, taking from them fathers,
husbands, sons, brothers, and sisters whom they loved. No victory can bring back
the faces they longed to see.
Only the knowledge that the victory, which these sacrifices have made possible, will
be wisely used, can give them any comfort. It is our responsibility – ours, the living
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– to see to it that this victory shall be a monument worthy of the dead who died to
win it.
All the millions of men and women in our armed forces and merchant marine all
over the world who, after years of sacrifice and hardship and peril, have been spared
by Providence from harm.
We think of all the men and women and children who during these years have
carried on at home, in lonesomeness and anxiety and fear.
Our thoughts go out to the millions of American workers and businessmen, to our
farmers and miners – to all those who have built up this country's fighting strength,
and who have shipped to our Allies the means to resist and overcome the enemy.
Our thoughts go out to our civil servants and to the thousands of Americans who, at
personal sacrifice, have come to serve in our Government during these trying years;
to the members of the Selective Service boards and ration boards; to the civilian
defense and Red Cross workers; to the men and women in the USO and in the
entertainment world – to all those who have helped in this cooperative struggle to
preserve liberty and decency in the world.
We think of our departed gallant leader, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, defender of
democracy, architect of world peace and cooperation.
And our thoughts go out to our gallant Allies in this war: to those who resisted the
invaders; to those who were not strong enough to hold out, but who, nevertheless,
kept the fires of resistance alive within the souls of their people; to those who stood
up against great odds and held the line, until the United Nations together were able
to supply the arms and the men with which to overcome the forces of evil.
This is a victory of more than arms alone. This is a victory of liberty over tyranny.
From our war plants rolled the tanks and planes which blasted their way to the
heart of our enemies; from our shipyards sprang the ships which bridged all the
oceans of the world for our weapons and supplies; from our farms came the food and
fiber for our armies and navies and for our Allies in all the corners of the earth; from
our mines and factories came the raw materials and the finished products which
gave us the equipment to overcome our enemies.
But back of it all were the will and spirit and determination of a free people – who
know what freedom is, and who know that it is worth whatever price they had to
pay to preserve it.
It was the spirit of liberty which gave us our armed strength and which made our
men invincible in battle. We now know that that spirit of liberty, the freedom of the
individual, and the personal dignity of man, are the strongest and toughest and most
enduring forces in all the world.
And so on VJ Day we take renewed faith and pride in our own way of life. We have
had our day of rejoicing over this victory. We have had our day of prayer and
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devotion. Now let us set aside VJ Day as one of renewed consecration to the
principles which have made us the strongest nation on earth and which, in this war,
we have striven so mightily to preserve.
Those principles provide the faith, the hope, and the opportunity which help men to
improve themselves and their lot. Liberty does not make all men perfect nor all
society secure. But it has provided more solid progress and happiness and decency
for more people than any other philosophy of government in history. And this day
has shown again that it provides the greatest strength and the greatest power which
man has ever reached.
We know that under it we can meet the hard problems of peace which have come
upon us. A free people with free Allies, who can develop an atomic bomb, can use the
same skill and energy and determination to overcome all the difficulties ahead.
Victory always has its burdens and its responsibilities as well as its rejoicing.
But we face the future and all its dangers with great confidence and great hope.
America can build for itself a future of employment and security. Together with the
United Nations, it can build a world of peace rounded on justice, fair dealing, and
tolerance.
As President of the United States, I proclaim Sunday, September 02, 1945, to be VJ
Day, the day of formal surrender by Japan. It is not yet the day for the formal
proclamation of the end of the war nor of the cessation of hostilities. But it is a day
which we Americans shall always remember as a day of retribution – as we
remember that other day, the day of infamy.
From this day we move forward. We move toward a new era of security at home.
With the other United Nations we move toward a new and better world of
cooperation, of peace and international good will.
God's help has brought us to this day of victory. With His help we will attain that
peace and prosperity for ourselves and all the world in the years ahead.
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